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On Tuesday, September 0, at 7:00 PM, architect Andrew Piaskowy will 
conduct a tour of Trinity Episcopal Church, 320 Madison Avenue, 
Covington. Mr. Piaskowy was involved in the recent church renovatlon, 
from which he will show before and after slides. 

The Cornerstone for the First Trinity Church building was laid in 1843. 
Stories of subsequent construction and other renovations at the same site 
over the years evoke an interesting tale of the evolution of one of Northern 
Kentucky's most prominent congregations. 

This was the church of Kentucky Governor John W. Stevenson. The 
church's history involves important local flgures and events, as well as 
interesting religious and cuttural sidelights. For example, Mr. Piaskowy will 
be able to show carvings executed by an all female woodcarving club. 

The tour will be free and open to the public and will be sponsored by the 
Kenton County Historical Society. 

Before the program there will be a brief business meeting including the 
election of officers for the next year. 

Tuesday, September 0,7:00 PM 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 326 Madison Avenue, Covington. 

Northern Kentucky Heritage 

Our new regional magazine is now one year old. The next issue starts the 
second year. Now is the time to renew your subscription to receive the 
next issue due out this fail. Subscribe now so that no issue will be missed. 
Some features articles include: "Covered Bridges of N. Kentuckyn, "KKK 
Murder in Owen Countyn, "The Last Mayor of Latonia, KY", three "Sam 
Hill Storiesn and more. 

Subscription with membership in the Kenton County Historical Society - 
$25.00 
Senior citizen and student subscription with membership in KCSH - $20.00 
Subscription without membership - $20.00 
Kenton County Historical Society, P.O. Box 641, Covington, KY 41012 



HISTORY OF COVINGTON 
hy 0 .  J. Wiggins 

Daily Commonwealth, May 24. 1884 
(8th in a wrica herein tranncrihed) 

Thc carlicst record now found :it thc City Clcrk's oflicc is tlic follo\viiig: "A 
mccting of the Trustccs for thc town of Covi~igton con vcncd at tlic storc rooiii of 
Mr. A. L. Gaincs (I)  in said town on tlic 9th of Octobcr. IX.72. Prcscnt: Willianl 
W. Southgate. Chairman, and Mcssrs. C a n  Clcnicns. John B. Cascy. Alcsandcr 
L. Grccr aiid Tlionias Callant. Abscnl: Mcssrs. Gustavus Fislicr and Isaac 
Martin. " 
The records of this meeting arc attestcd by M. M. Benton. Clcrk. and tlic niinutes 
show that Messrs. Callant and Clcmens. in conjunction with thc Hcalth Ofi~ccr. 
were instructed to visit every liot~sc in town and iibatc nuisances: to procurc n 
suitablc room for usc as a hospital for tl~c uiifortunatc who niay bc attackcd by 
malignant Asiatic cholcra, and to borrow not to cscccd $ l .OOO. if ncccssan for 
the support of the poor so attacked; "and for paymcnt of thc sanic tlic faith of thc 
town will stand plcdged" (2). 
Markct days wcre set for Tucsdays and Thursdn~s froni dayliglit till I0 o'clock 
a. m.. and a long ordinance containing 14 scctions was pisscd regulating thc 
markets. 
Hamilton Martin and John Gray wcrc candidatcs for Clcrk of thc Mnrkcts and 
Mr. Martin was clccted. having rcccivcd 3 voles to Mr. Gra) 's 2. 
Thc resignation of Mr. Callant as Strcct Coniniissioncr was rccci\rd and the 
Board adjourned sine dic,. 
Thc Board met again on the 23rd &I). of Dcccniber. at thc liousc of Guscavus 
Fisher, and Mr. Jolin B. Cascy prcsidcd. 
At this meeting "Rolling Alleys" were subjected to a liccnsc 0f$6 for tlircc 
iiionths and a forfciturc of tliat licensc forcvcr should tlic allcy bc kcpt open aftcr 
10 o'clock at night or on the Sabbath day. 
The public school-house was ordcrcd sold at auction to bc rcmovcd froni thc 
public square within tcn days aftcr Januap 4111. tlic date of salc. 
Carey Clemens was allowed 87 112 cents for furnishing a rope for thc public 
walk: and also thc sum of ten dollars for kccping tlic ivcll in rcpair for onc ycar. 
A comniittcc was appoi~itcd to scttlc with Maj. Jcffc'crson Pliclps for rcnt of tlic 
lower ferry. 

1833 
At a meeting licld July I .  1833. a comniittcc--Mcssrs. Clcnicns. Cnsc!.. Grccr. and 
Fishcr was appointed to contract for thc building of an cnginc-liousc on tlic public 
square. 
On February 25 a meeting was hcld at thc law oflicc of Phclps and Rcnton. 
Jefferson Phclps was allowcd S 3 i  for allcnding to tlic town intcrcsts in tlic suit of 
Saiiiucl Kcnncdy ngai~isl tlic Trustccs. tlicn pciicli~~g in tlic Scott ( ' i rc i~i~ C'ourt 
This was the first ttorncy's fcc allowcd. 
The town fire engine and apparatus was placcd undcr thc exclusi~c control of thc 
fire company. 
The subsequent meetings wcrc hcld at "thc officc," as thc clcrk puts it; cvidcntly 
the office of Phclps & Bcnton ( 3  ). 



At tlic ~iiccting April 17. 1833. Mr. Cascy rcportcd $6 25 as rcalizcd by thc sale 
of thc markct stalls. 
Mr. Bcnton rcportcd tlic scliool liousc sold to Calvin Littlcficld for $18 25. on 
three months credit. 
Cal\,in Littlcficld was granted a contract for keeping public wcll in repair, al $20 
pcr !.car. 
Mr. Grccr reported tliat aftcr csa~nining tlic list of subscriptions and cutting out 
irrcspo~isiblc parties that thc coiiimittcc finds a balancc due Mr. Clcmcns for 
building tlic Market-house of $1 19 78. This is ordered paid out of any iiioncy in 
tlic Trcasun one !car from co~nplction of said liousc. 
Tlic contract of the co~iiniittec with Cary Clcmcns to build the engine house for 
$225 \\-as confirmed. The clcrk was allo~\~cd $6 for a record book. He was also 
allo\\cd $2.50 for making tas books for 1833 and $5 for taking enumeration of 
inhabitants of tlic town. Also $5 paid C. R. Langdon for printing for thc Board. 
At tlie meeting April 18th the clerk allowed $25 for his services for the ycar 
1832: also $ 5  for collccting slio\v license for that year. 
At an election held in a room of Mr. C a y  Clcmens. on Markct Space. April 6. 
183.7. Trc~it Adanis. Ross L. Thomas and A. Jolinson acting as judges. the 
follou.ing Tn~stees \\.ere chosen: Cary Clemens. Wni. Hopkins, Hamilton Marlin. 
John A. Goodson. John T. Levis. Cassius B. Sandford (4) and Geo. M. Southgate. 
On tlic 18th da!. of April thc Trustees-elect took tlic oath of of ficc bcforc G. 
Fislicr. Justice of the Peace. On the same day tlic Trustees chose Mr. Southgate 
Cliairnian and Treasurer. John Gray was ap-pointed Clerk of the Market for the 
!.car 1833. and M. M. Bcnton Clerk of the Board. 

May 4,1833 
Appropriations of $ I0 each were made for hgging a public well on Scott strcct 
ncar thc niarkct. and on Madison street. 
Mr. Southgatc resigned an Treasurer. and Mr. Cary Clcmcns was ap.pointcd. 
Mr. \Vcstcrman was granted contract at $18 to paint the Engine house. 
At a niccting held Ma!. 10. 1833. Wm. W. Wadc was appointed Tax Com- 
missioner and John B. Cascy and Jefferson Phclps were appointed Assistant 
Assessors. 
On thc evening of May 2 1 the Trustees nict for tlie first tinic in the new Council 

Clianihcr o\.er thc Engine-house (5). 
\f'. W. Wadc declined to act and Andrew Ross \\!as appointed Tax Com missioner 
for 1833. 
Tlic bond of Trcasurcr Cay  Cleniens. with John Gray as surety. and thc bond of 
Clcrk of Markcts John Gray. ivith Can  Clenicns as surety. werc acccptcd. which 
\vns an equitable arrangement surely. 

PERSONAL REMINISCENCES 
From memoranda madc by the late Hiram Martin. Esq.. it appears that liis 
parents \\.crc intimatc fricnds of tlic rcnowncd pioneers. Daniel Boonc and Simon 
Kcnton. and Mr. Martin nientions so~iic i~itcrcsting traits of those men that arc 
not gcncrall! known. although historians arc not altogether silent of the subject. 
Their bravery and prowess were beyond dispute. but their industry in anything but 
tlic cliasc. both for wild bcasts or wild men. is somewhat questionable. Indeed 
Mr. Martin rclatcs tliat Boonc tliouglit a door unnecessary except as protection 
against rcdskins and ~ ~ h c i i  the door of liis stablc fell from its wooden liingcs hc 



closcd the doorway by piling poles across it.  He ncvcr I~ild a galc or ;I pair of bars 
on his farm. His fences wcrc made of poles and bark. and the only way ingress 
and egress was a "stingap." He was noted for liis hospitality. and all the idle 
loafers of the neighborhood made liis liouse thcir headquarters: and so great was 
his kindness of heart, and child like improvidence that he would stop his plow in 
the furrow to lend it to a neiglibor when his corn necdcd plo\\ing the most. He 
dreaded a contentious mall and gave up his land to any inlcrloper who attacked 
him with fictitious or trumped up title. His education was of tlic ~iiost lin~itcd 
nature. and liis idea of religion unprononccd. altliough he wol~ld occasionall!. go 
to hear a Methodist ~ninistcr named Wliitakcr. who rode a circuit in Kentucky at 
that time. Mr. Martin says Boone was a moral. honest. brave and truthful man; 
but he would----adventures a little when narrating tllc~n to altcntivc listeners. As 
a sample of the charity exercised by this child of nature. it is related that tlic same 
landsharks who robbed Boonc and his friend. Ed~non Rittcnliousc (6). of their 
farms were about to take that of a poor widow named Ncsbitt. wlicn tlicsc two 
men. who could not have their own. brought up that of tlic widow. paying for it in 
hides and furs. so that she might Ila,e a lionie unniolcsted~~i~iion Kcnton was Lc  
counterpart of Daniel Boonc in character. but lie had more business intelligence. 
and as Mr. Martin puts it. more regard for the comfort of his family. His little 
farm showcd neglect. but not so niuch as that of his fricnd. He used a style to gct 
in and out of his yard, while Boonc passed by slipping a pole and stcppi~ig over a 
fence below high enough to turn hogs. Kcnton probably owed liis slight superior- 
ity over Boone to his wife wlio had the business head of the fanlily. She kept 
things straight, tended the garden. and after the ground was broke. sewed the flax 
seed, pulled, rotted. swingled. hackled. spun. wove. and made up into clotllcs tlic 
flax crop all with her own hands. About the first of May she would attack the 
sheep. and by the first of Novcmbcr her family would bc wearing tlic fleece. 
This cstiniable woman. upon the dcath of Kenton. nlarricd George Norton. an 
experienced pioneer. but a nian wlio kept poor all his life by ~\~crreacliing lii~ilsclf 
in land contracts. He and liis wife. formerly Mrs. Kcnton. wcrc buried about 
where Bvrd and Wheeler street now intersect, wliicli at the time of thcir death was 
on the farm of Capt. William Martin (7). 

copy of a s n a p s h o t  t a k e n  

August 13,  1994 

Old Ga ines  S tagecoach  Inn  
Nicholson road 
Walton,  Kentucky 



1 111 \lay 181 X :\lricr Chines. \\Iio rcxitlctl and npcrntcd a tavcni in Williamdtn\ri. announwd clpcning crf 
;I ~~iicchtlcd dngecrradi rotrtc hct\\.ccn I txinglm and Cincinnati (:\llm Wchh Smitli. t k h i i n g a t  "the 
l'ottit," A l)ou~ni~llited I liblory of Ntnlhern Kcntucky and I nvir~ms, the 'l'cnw~ ol'Covinplm in Particular. .- 

175 1 - 1  834. printed locally. 1977). /hi old (iaities' stagema& inti dill asndsnear Wahm, near where 
Kcr~rte 16 fioni Covinglm through Koitm county intetxd.5 Ili&\ay 25 limn Florence (Kentucky 
llidcrrical Ili~Ji\\.i! llnrh~.r) ' l h i ~  Fcdcral d!lc ht.usc 1 1 ~ 1  w n e o  hv k h n  Pollard(iaities (1795- 
I X.'n). \\ho \ \ n t  Ixrrn in I'irginia. and who came to Rome county as a youth (K. P. and'r. S. 7-14-1967. p. 
6-h 1 Ic send In U I ~  U'ar of I X 12. practiced law in U'ilton. and rqwesented the t h c  county diarid in 
the u;ttc Icgsla turc. i \ l i~ Ic  engaged in the Xlexic~n War lie \\.a% in 1x47 elcctedto C m  gess. Ln 1850 
I're~tdcnt F~llniorc appointed him (iovrniot trftlic (hcgcxi '1''rritory ( I  850-5 I). where he died m his farm 
(x?titnial C'\clopcuiia of , \ n i g k i  I3ioaaphhv. \~olu~iic 8: obituary. C. J.. 1-30-58). 
2 ( ) ~ h r h  1832--"lbiatic h o l ~ r a  visits I~uisville, I..exinglm. Frankfort. Maysville and other towns. 
g~ricrally vcn. IipJ~tly in thenumher of its victims" ( I m i s  Colluis. History of Kentucky, revised by 
U ~J ia rd  Collins. 1874. volume 1). 
3 Ilt>rtinier \I. t h i t m .  attorney. F o u h  street hetween Scntt and Cncenup: Jefferson Phelps, attorney, 

(irccr~t~y ( I n  14 dircdow) 
-I ( i~nsral  ' lho~nas Sandford ( 1762-1 808). owned a fami nt the prescnt site of 1 ~idlnw. hut clrnwncd in the 
(Yi1 '1  rlvcr at die age ~iI'fwt!.-sis (Sniith). In h e  early 1800s liis s\uis. i1lcu;mder and ,\llied. rcyresentcd 
Canyl~11 cr~utity ui die date Icq~.ilnt~tre (Collins. volume 11). Li 1866 a t i ~ h e r m .  Cassius B., was cleded 
\13!1r o f C ' ~ ~ v a i g t ~ i  (I 'aprs oi'.Mui Bunis). 
.' "'lhe fird ;tn@c liousz ni C'ovingtcni was a two-gory frame huilding 50 fed  west ofGreenup stred tm 

thc Plthlic Square I h e  City Council t i id in the scmnd floor atid Uic fire ctigine was kept helmv ...." Ints 
I 14. 1 I .  1 16. and I 17 in Uic trriginal plat oI'Covin@m came to  he the location of the "Puhlic Square and 
l n t ~ r  Courtli~~itcc Sqi~;~rc.  " 1 In\\r.ver. the squarc was "never Ii~niinlly dedicated to the Puhlic" (Smith). 
6 ".\mcxigtlie F t d  S M l m  ol'lientcni County\vas Edninid Kit~nlhousc (a relatiuc ofthe great American 
m;ithcmatician and aqrmomcr. I>nvid Rindiousc. of PLnnsyl\,ania) and family. who. in Mar&. 1793. 
canic dorm tlic Ohiu in a flat-hont to the mod1  ofrhe I . i d i n s  and up that stream to Dank I .iek creek. m 
\\hldi lie \\as ahout to sc%le. 1 1 4 miles from the Licking; I~ut thcliostilitv ofthe Lidians conqxllcd him to 
remove immediately to Ruddle's gatinti. htt\vezn C>iithiaiia and Paris. He came hack in 1795, and located 

t h c \ \ ~ %  hank of I .iching ...." r\ncdicr \\ho soiidlt rcfiige at U~~ddlcr's datini was John Martin who 
l a ~ ~ r  c~-ttIed a &on dtaancc fhrni Rittctdiouse. tlis rm.  R'illiam Iiartin. married Margaret Rittcrihouse. 
\\ 1ll1.1n1 llanin lind nine di i ldr~n:  Isaac. John. P~lcr .  ;\dam. R'illinm, Hiram. Fmodi. Nortw. "and 
i~iioher" (Collins. volume 11). 

(Transcription hv Joe Gastrig& endnotes hy John Boh) 

<'ORRE:<'TIONS OF PREVIOIIS ENDNOTES -- 
2nd in series. fodnots 4: Ifortinier \I. t k n t m  hecanie firsl Alayor in 1834 (not 1830). 
2nd in series. t i m o t e  e 8: other informatim indicates that here Wiggins was reLrringtothe "Aslibrook 
1).1! t l ~ i ~ t e . '  31 Uic soul l iea~ comer of Pike and Hanklick (not the ".~%hhrcnh house" at thenoheast  
~ x r r n ~ r  ofpresmt-day Rohhins and Russell s t r ~ ~ .  also shown in the 1877 Atlas) 
:ri<l 111 tcrts4. I;icnnotc -: 16. the Xlethodist preaherprcrhahly \\ahnot ".lohn (i. I .ight. shoemaker. (ireenup 
h~?;r L.Q~ I h ~ r d  and F o u h "  ( 1831 dircctov). Ratlicr he prolr;~l~l! was (icorge C. I,ighL m e  of a nitmher 
of preahers\vho mtercdthc Ilrihdibt muiistn in Ihc 1x30s in liLritucky (Collins. \.olurnr I ). 
5th in the. ser1i-s. ~ r l d ~ i ~ d s  ; 6:  ' lhe Farniers and Traders Hank huihllie cvrrent hank building at the 
11\~h\ves1 (tic* n o h e a d )  cx>rner of Sistli and i\,ladisni. w h i h  later with a merger in 1910 became I:iw 
\at~cwial flonh. 
!dl 111 llic .L.IIL%.\. mdIiolc 2 8 ,  the autlivr of ..C'lironicln ofl'rinit,);n the Christopher Gist P a m  is MRS. 
St~-pli~ns I l3l~hcl!. 



CELEBRATE CAMPBELL COUNTY'S BIRTHDAY 
by buying a copy ot: 

cam~bell Countv, Ke~tuckv. 200 Yearq 
1794 - 1994 

A History of our County's Past 
For Just S 12 per Copy! 

A 160 page, 8 112 " x 1 1" soft cover hislory book of our counQJs 200 years. 
Written by the members of The Campbell County Historical Society in honor of 
our county's birthday during 1994. The book contains a general history, plus 
histories of our churches, fire ckprunents, schools, major events, businesses, 
important individuals, and much more. Over 75 sketches, maps and photos have 
been included 

Priced at just S 12, per copy, This book makes a great keepsake, or present for 
both past and present Campbell Countiansl 

THREE WAYS YOU CAN PURCHASE THE BOOK: 

1. The book may be bought at the &ces of the Campbell County Historical 
Society in Alexandria. 19 East Main Street on the second floor of the 
Court House on any Tuesday during regular offie hours: 12 noon ti1 8 
PM. 

2. The book may also be pvchased over the counter at all three branches of 
The Campbell County Public Library: Newport, Fort Thomas, and Cold 
Spring. Call your library for their hours. 

3. Finally, for tbose that can not pick up the book in person, you can order 
a cow by mail for S 15 (book, postage and handling). Send address with 
check or money order (no cash please) to The Campbell County Histori 
cal Society, 19 East Main Street, Alexandria, Kentucky, 4 100 1. 

.......................... 
QUERY 

I would like to know if any of your members have done research on any of the 
following names: Meiman (also spelled Meimann, Maimann, Mqmann) 

Abeling 
Peppersack 
Brandewiede 
Thyben (also spelled Theiben. Tieben) 

I would be glad to trade what infonnation I have been able to collect, oroffer it to 
you for your files. I have traced some of the Meiman family back to the mid- 
1700's, others to about 1500 (in Germany). 

Very truly yours. 
Joseph G. Meiman 
121 Jean St. 
Rarnsey, NJ 07446 




