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PROGRAMS

Dr. Thomas Clark A personal tribute to the late Dr. Thomas Clark; his books, lectures, impact
on Kentucky, etc., will be presented by Karl Lietzenmayer and John Boh. Also, a 1996 KET

documentary on Clark will be featured. The program will be at Trinity Church, 4th and Madi-
son, Covington.

oKentuckydés Civil Waro

cluding Dr. Ramage of Northern Kentucky University, will be on hand. The event will take
place at the Dr. Ramage Civil War Museum, Fort Wright.

Tuesday October 11, 2005 7:00 PM

Annual Christmas Partyfid Amos Shinkle House Tour Host Bernie Moorman will give
a tour of the Amos Shinkl e house and
Covington. Bring a dish and share i n the
house is located at 215 Garrard, Covington. The tour/party will begin at 7:00PM.

Book Si ganoiismghorgib- Bat t er

carri age

The Bulletin Covington Book Project Update
Published bi-monthly by . i .
The Kenton County Historical Society The special committee working on the
P.O. Box 641, Covington, Kentucky 410120641 history of Covington book continues to make steady progress
email: nkyheritage.kchs@.Juno.com and is still accepting volunteers.

Presidenteéeéée. .. eeéeééeéeée €€ Interested persons should make contact with the committee
VicePresidentéeé..eeé. .Vacante é é ¢ via the new email set up specifically for the project:
Treasur er éééééw. TeengAvarheek | . é .
Secretaryééééeéééecéeé. |. éé¢

covingtonhistorybook@fuse.net
Board Members:

George Gressle, Richard Johannemann, You can also view the updated list of topics

Mary Elise Regan, Dr. Joseph Gastright, by going to the Kenton County Historical Society website:
Edward Whitehead and

Robert Webster (Bulletin Editor) www.kenton.lib.ky.us/~histsoc

Karl Lietzenmayer(Ex Officio) Charles ReckleyAssociate) and clickin 9 on oCovin gt g

www.kenton.lib.ky.us/~histsoc



LATONIA LAKES RESORT

Once A Kenton County Summer Get Awg

The tiny community of Latonia Lakes, now
with about 300 year round residents, was originally
developed as a summer resort and weekend get
away destination. It is located on the eastern side
of Taylor Mill Road, about five miles south of Inter-
state 275. The cities of Covington, Independence
and Ryland Heights, as well as small pockets of un-
incorporated Kenton County, surround the tiny
community.

0T I d

As its 1930 newspaper advertisement
stated, it was O0Kentuckyds
to residents of the hot, dirty, noisy and over popu-
lated cities of Covington, Newport and Cincinnati, it
offered a place to cool off, relax and meditate for a
price far less than similar resorts located further
away.

Top photo is the original clubhouse,
during a weekend party at the summer resort.

The bottom photo is

The resort officially opened in 1931. Within of the clubhouse as it exists today.

the first four weeks of its existence, more than 900
home sites, each priced at just $77 had been sold
and more than 40 small cottages had been built in
the summer colony. At the time, the development,
headed by the firm of Schaub and Ott, was the fast
est growing real estate project in the region. In the
second month, a beautiful new clubhouse was
erected and lots in the first phase of the subdivision
had been sold out completely.

In the second season, several tennis courts
had been built and summer residents enjoyed
weekend parties at the clubhouse. Families would
show up on a Friday afternoon and stay until late
Sunday evening, when they had to make the
twenty mile drive back to town. Many would make
their vacation plans to spend a week or two at their

oOsummer homeo. Fish were abundant in each of

the four large lakes on the property and swimming The construction of new homes strongly di-
and boating were available in the crystal clear wa- minished during wartime years and the entire devel-
ters as well. opment began a slow but steady decline. Many

who had purchased lots were forced financially to
At the resortds peak, |eavathemyacadto Qackobadditianglesesenue to

were eloquently situated across the incredibly well - the project caused immediate disrepair to many of
maintained property. Many of these homes, nearly the resortds wonder ful amen
identical in design, were built overlooking the four to become the third phase in the development also

lakes. The typical cottage had two-bedrooms, bath, remained vacant. Eventually, families that were un-

kitchen and screened porch. able to sell their properties simply abandoned them.
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INDEPENDENCE

Today, only 124 homes remain in the tiny
neighborhood. The tennis courts are long gone
and there is no boating or swimming permitted in
the one remaining lake on the property, not that
anyone would dare venture into the murky waters

anyway.

Several attempts to annex the tiny town of
Latonia Lakes by both Covington and Independ-
ence have been rejected by the tight-knit residents.
Apparently keeping with the original plan of a get
away resort, they would much rather keep their
small, independent status.

A large portion of the once thriving resort
suffers from common urban decay because of a
lack of sufficient tax dollars for necessary repairs to
the roads and infrastructure, coupled with an aver-
age annual income per household of only $23,000.
The clubhouse, currently being renovated, still

serves as a neighborhood meeting place for the
community and each summer, a large picnic is en-
joyed by the residents.

The original newspaper advertisement is
shown on the following page.

A900 Cottage Sites Establishe

The Kentucky Posfi4 June, 1931, page 9

fLatonia Lakes Advertisement,
The Kentucky Pos27 May, 1932, page 4

iLatonia Lakes Clubhouse, 0
The Kentucky Posf9 May, 1932, page 2

2000 United States Census, Internet
http://factfinder.census.gov
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N é@\‘\\\ To Kentucky's Beauty Sp

men

Carcfree happiness is yours, swimming, boating or fishing, in this, the larger of the
four Latonia Lakes. Crystal clear spring water. Sandy beaches.

YOU BON'T HAVE TO SWELTER IN THE HOT CITY DURING THE SUMMER ¢

y buying a lot at LATONIA LAKES vyou can have your own summer £
" home at a resort which offers everyvthing to be found at the most ex- =
pensive summer placcs. Think of it! A place to send your wife and chil- =
dren away from tlie heat-and- dirt of the-city to. enjoy all the healthful
recreations and sports which LATONIA LAKES offers. Can you afford
not to take advantage of this unusual opportunity? =

V - ALL LOTS SAME PRICE

~ $12.50 Down 4 g $3.50 Per Month =
Free and Clear ' 4
Warranty Deed

This property insured to us

by Title Insurance and
Abstract Company,

Lots at Latonia Lakes are Limited. An opporiunity of -a lifetime, either for a home or

‘investment. Don't wait! Come Out Now! See for yourself what Latonia Lakes offer. ) =

Then try to duplicate it at many times the price that we are oifering.

i
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~ Only 5 Miles From Covington—How to Get There
Take Madison Avenue through Covington out Decoursey Ave. through Latonia on Win-

Ston "Aveniue, passing to the left of the Latonia Race Track into Taylor Mill Road. Follow
-the-arrews-eut-Taylor Mill Road direct to Latonia Lakes,

S\ - r

Reﬁﬂresenta'tives on Property Daily Till 9. ‘
- Office: 1319 First National Bank Bldg. MAin 6875.
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AVISIT WITH AKENTON COUNTY
HOBBYIST EXTRAORDINAIRE

Some people have model railroad layouts; others As the readers can ascertain from the many photos |
baseball card collections but Bill and Jane have outdone them snhapped that night, no one | know has ever come close to put-
alll I have agreed to withhold their last name to keep the loca- ting together such a mechanical menagerie. The antique cars
tion here in Kenton County a secret. They are somewhat ap- alone are wonderful: several model As; Ts; a WWII Jeep with
prehensive of advertising their address for fear of being inun-  a vintage machine gun mounted in the rear; a 1920s weoden

dated with unwelcome visitoiisespecially when they are sided enclosed truck; and a huge steam tractor sitting in the
away! But | would like to share my fascinating visit to their side yard! One of Billds mod
home. driverdés seat.

Several months ago, my son invited me, along with Bill has recreated a 1920 gas station; an 1890s

some of his other friends, to the home of Bill and Jane. Their blacksmith shop and a tuof-the-century general hardware
home and yard were filled with collections, gadgets and me- store. The turn of the ¥&entury, that is! In the general

chanical jokes. Bill seeme store are huge collections of tongs, blacksmith tools, and

to get such a kick from forges. On one wall sits a number of lmdlttlesi yes motor
showing his fantastic presen- oil came in bottles before it was canned. The attendant simply
tation and his wife equally pumped the scredop quart bottle full of oil from a barrel &
enjoyed seeing everyone screwed on the metal funrigte top. He would then simply

have such fun perusing the pour it into your engine and use the same bottle over for the

l ayout . Typical of Bill 6s next guy! Seems a lot more environmentally friendly than
mechanical pranks, he makes throwing the millions of plastic bottles in a land fill as we do

a convincing demonstration today.

that human feces in a slop jar
provides fuel for this small
engi ne. On the jar heds
pri nt eddhumdnBrac t

animal waste give off meth-
ane gas. Thisis a slop jar or
a thunder jug or Grandpa
shiskie pot.

o
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There is the required antique gas station lighted sign.
Ah yes, it all lights up after dark! The car they usually drive
is called a Shay. It was a factory production car that was be-
ing made to be sold at Ford dealerships.

Bill not only collects and displays but also is knowledgeable
about the mechanics and uses of his collections. He proudly
described how he acquired a very-dmwn Model T Ford

and restored it to practically pristine condition. This vehicle
now has joined his fleet of 8 to 10 historical vehicles (I lost
count!).




