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Editor's Notes....ceeesessesee

The KCHS Bulletin will have a new format beginning January 2002. Karl
Lietzenmayer will be the new editor, and the Bulletin will be published bi-
monthly. This should save time and money.

Karl will need 2 or 3 volunteers to print, fold, label and organize for bulk
mailing. The Bulletinis printed at the Behringer-Crawford Museum in Devou
Park. It takes about 1 hour to print. While it is printing, final folding can be
done as well as labeling if the Museum has the space available. If Karl has 3
volunteers, it should take about 2 hours to complete (in addition to time for
printing). This is done in the last week of the month. Please contact Karl or call
the KCHS phone number to volunteer.

On October 17,2002, Murals of Covington's River history were unveiled.
They are located near the Covington Landing next to the Suspension Bridge. So
far there are two murals completed and three more have been financed. The
firstone illustrates that herds of buffalo passed through Covington and crossed
the Ohio River. We will give you details later concerning the artist, Robert
Dafford, and those who sponsored the project. Members of KCHS have been
consulting with the artist for historical detail.

Northern Kentucky's Bush Family
by John Boh

George W. Bush shares his name with a prominent pioneer North-
ern Kentucky family. The early Bush family participated in much of the
development of Covington and Northern Kentucky. The 1856-57 street
directory includes a portfolio page behind the front cover that displays the
"residence of Phillip S. Bush".! Phillip Bush had become an insurance
agent at Pike and Madison streets, and he resided at the southeast corner of
Robbins and Madison streets.

Phillip S. Bush's grandfather (also named Phillip) had served as a
captain with George Washington during encounters with the French and
Indians.?

Born in Virginia, Phillip S. Bush's father, John Bush (1767-1845),
first settled in Kentucky in 1788. After surviving prolonged Indian en-
counters, he came to Northern Kentucky with families thatincluded
veterans of Bryan's Station, John Tomlinson, Cave Johnson and Captain
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ENORE OF PHILIP 5. BUSH

John Craig? In 1794, when Campbell County was
created, organizers appointed John Bush to be one of its
first court justices. Phillip S. Bush recalled that his
father resided in Boone County (formed out of
Campbell County in 1798) on the river at North Bend
"nearly opposite" General William Henry Harrison's
farm in Ohio.*

Along with other properties, John Bush bought
land on which he was already residing, 175 acres on the
Ohio River, from Cave Johnson and wife Betsy of
Campbell County in 1797.> John Bush married twice
and had many children.¢ In 1822 he conveyed adjoining
parcels of land in Boone County to each of three sons--
Phillip S. Bush, John Craig Bush and Edward Smith
Bush.’

In 1831 Phillip S. Bush represented Boone
County in the lower branch of the Kentucky legislature,
and in 1834-36, served as Kentucky Senator.® In 1835
and 1836 organizers of the new Northern Bank of
Kentucky elected prominent Northern Kentucky citi-
zens as its officers and directors: Richard Southgate,
President; John Tibbatts, James M. Clarkson, Wm. W.
Wade, Erastus Tousey, John B. Casey, Carey Clemons,
George B. Marshall and John T. Levis, directors, and
Phillip S. Bush, Cashier.’

Bush served as Cashier of the bank where he
resided in the building at the northwest corner of Third
and Scott Streets, now the newly remodeled Bank of
Kentucky.!® William Ernst succeeded him in 1849.
Emst married his first wife, Phillip's daughter, Lydia
Bush, and they established the Ernst family as a North-

ern Kentucky political and business dynasty. !

Phillip Bush was an officer in the local Coloniza-
tion Society.’> When legislation was proposed to form
Kenton County out of a portion of Campbell County he
was a protester.”* But he was appointed with two others
to represent Kenton County in advancing ill-fated Lick-
ing River projects.* He also helped promote construc-
tion of the Covington and Lexington railroad.'

In 1848 Phillip S. Bush, his son, John S. Bush,
and H. C. Watkins sold land on the Licking River for the

k. Milward and Oldershaw meat packing plant.'¢ The
i multi-level plant measured 360 by 160foot."” According

to the Covington Journal in 1849, the plant employed
about 200 and was prepared to slaughter "one thousand
hogs perday."'®

Phillip S. and John S Bush also financed the
Licking Rolling Mill located between Eleventh and
Twelfth Streets at the river. John S. Bush became a
partner with Richard Jordan. In 1850 and 1851 a number
of transactions transferring ownership involved A braham
Morrell, Nelson P. Stewart and Thomas Phillips. In 1851
a $15,000 mortgage on the five-acre property was out-
standing to Phillip S. Bush.! The mill operated into the
twentieth century.?

In the 1856-57 street directory "Bush" Street in
Covington was running "west from Licking Iron Works,
south of 11th." Bush Street passed through subdivision
land of the Western Baptist Theological Institute for
which Phillip S. Bush and his brother-in-law, Cave
Johnson served as trustees and agents.?!

In the 1840s and 1850s, with the constant influx
of immigrants, Covington annexed and expanded south-
ward. The Bush family invested and speculated heavily.
In 1842 Phillip S. Bush and John T. Levis were selling
off 25 acres of his "late" brother Edward S. Smith Bush
"adjoining the city of Covington, on the Lexington
turnpike within the gate, and in full view of the city of
Cincinnati."* In 1847 Phillip's son, John S. Bush, re-
corded a subdivision map with streets including Bullock,
Twelfth, Watkins and Hermes to its intersection with
Pike.?

With the Bush family's activity in investments
and speculations, assets increased dramatically. In 1848
Phillip S. Bush's valuation for county tax porposes was
$10,435 with at least 16lots, and John S. Bush's valua-
tion totaled $16,250 with 14 lots. In 1851 Phillip S.
Bush's valuation totaled $38.325, and John listed at least
20 Iots. The Bush and Jordan Rolling Mill located on 5
acres totaled $60,000. In 1860 Phillip S. Bush owned 17




1/2 acres on Dry Creek and 11 lots. His valuation was
$26,840. Over 40 town lots for 9 Bush family members
were listed.

But in October 1850 young John S. Bush passed
away atage 32.7 His will dated October 2, 1850 left
personal and household property to his wife Elizabeth S.
Bush and "my servants Clarence, Martha and Milley."
He left personal property, cash and some 20 town lots
(with contingencies) to his daughter, Mary Riddle Bush
and to his "child unborn." He directed the "residue” to
his mother Vicy Bush, sisters Sally P. Paxton, Mary G.
Chambers, Elizabeth, Julia C., Matilda, and Catherine
Bush and Uncle John C. Bush. He appointed "my father"
Phillip S. Bush his "sole" executor. A codicil awarded
$3200 to his sister Julia C. and husband Dr. R. B. Lynd.*

By 1866 Phillip S. Bush, still an insurance agent,
resided on the south side of Twelfth Street between
Madison and Washington Streets. In 1869, probaby
retired, he resided at 19 East Bush Street.?” In 1871, the
CovingtonJournal reported the "death of an old citizen:
atage 76. "In his early life he was a resident of Boone
County." He was "identified with business interests for
about forty years." He was buried from the Madison
Baptist.?

In time Phillip S. Bush oversaw a trust for family
heirs that was later transferred by deed to William Ernst.
This trust also held his former residence at the southeast
corner of Madison and Robbins.? After other transac-
tions in 1874 , W. W. Trimble, a wealthy lawyer and
legal scholar, purchased that residence in the name of his
wife Mary Trimble.*! Today a Walgreens Drug Store
marks thesite.

But in the 1920s, Eleanor Childs Meehan, an
octogenarian, wrote: "I remember when the late Trimble
residence was erected by Mr. Phillip Bush, there stood by
a pond, at Tenth [Robbins] and Madison Streets, a
flowering tulip tree. The odor and beauty of its flowers
remain with me."
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