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As many as 50 years ago, local historian )
Chuck Bricking comprised a wonderfulgt&je book- ; <4\

let on the most significant and historic homes within
the city of Covington. Even at that time, many had
already been lost to weather and age. Still, they
should not be forgotten. The following are just a fe
of the homes he included.

Devou House
William Paul Devou was born in Cincinnati
in July of 1855, the oldest son of William Paul, Sr.
and Sarah Ogden Devou. The family relocated to
Covington and William, Jr. received his elementary
education in the common schools there. He attende
high school and college in Germany.

In 1943, the original Devou home hit by a fire

When William Sr. died in 1897, Jr. received which destroyed the roof and veranda. Six years later,
an inheritance of $200,000 which he used to set himthe City of Covington and the Covington Park board
self up in the real estate business. He eventually = were given a collection of natural history specimens
amassed more than 300 properties in the Greater  belonging to the late William Behringer by his heirs.
Cincinnati area and had a net worth of approximatelyThe Devou House was then rebuilt and prepared to
sixmillion-dollars. be used as a museum. Ellis Crawford served as the

museumbs first curator, a

William Devou, Jr. was quite eccentric and  as the Behring&rawford Museum ever since.

was known to spend very little on his own personal

needs. A good example of just how little money The Museum has been renovated several
meant to him was demonstrated in the 4880s times over the years, including a major upgrade and
during the Depression. He threw away a ledger showxpansion completed in 2007, and continues to be a
ing that his tenants owed him $500,000 in back major attraction for Covington and the entire region.
rents. He preferred horses to cars, and it was said he

had only ridden in an automobile twice; once for his Stevenson Home

brothero6s funeral and | at e rJohmwWhitenSteheasonmmasbornia Riehn t o
hospital. mond, Virginia on May 14, 1812. He received his

early education at the Hampd8iiney Academy and
Devou continued to live on the family farm  later graduated from the University of Virginia in

until age fiftghree. In 1908, the home on Montague 1832. Interested in law, he studied under Willough-
Road and the accompanying 527 acres were given blgy Newton and eventually started his own practice
Devou to the City of Covington, to be used as a parkpefore migrating to Covington in 1841. He became a
and money was designated in his will to be used for partner of James T. Morehead, whose office was locat-
the upkeep and maintenance. William Paul Devou, ed over the Cooper, Berry and Company building on
Jr. died in Cincinnati, on December 8, 1937, at the Market Street and in 1843, married Sibella Winston

age of eightyvo. of Newport.
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1867, Stevenson assumed the duties of governor.
Stevenson was then elected governor in 1868 and
held the office until 1872. At the end of his term, he
campaigned for and was elected to the office of Unit-
ed States Senator. He served in that capacity until
1877. Stevenson also served as president of the fol-
lowing institutions: the Cincinnati University law
school, the American Bar Association, the Covington
Literary and Library Association, and the Covington
Bible Society.

On August 10, 1886, Stevenson died, leaving
a wife and five children. His estate was valued at
T $300,000. The home, located at the corner of Fourth
Stevenson soon became a very SUCCGSSfU' lawyer anghd Garrard streets, was built in 1818 by Thomas
leader in the Covington community. He served a  Carneal. Stevenson purchased it in 1866 and remod-

brief period as Kenton County Attorney and was alsoeled it. Unfortunately, it was razed by the State in
a member of the City Council. In 1845 he was elect-1954 to build an Employment Commission.

ed to the Kentucky House of Representatives and was
a participant in the Constitutional Convention of

1849. In 1857, he was elected to Congress, and in
1864 he became Lieutenant Governor under Gover- The Fallid.ovell homelocated at 412 East
nor John L. Helm. When Helm died in office in Second Street and pictured below, al in the

PorterfallisLovell Home




early 1850s in Italianas¢yle. In 1900, the twenty well as extensive landscaping. The interior of the
room mansion was enlarged, redecorated, and transhome was also greatly remodeled. The McLaughlin
formed in Greek Revival. The first person to occupy home is often a starting point for historic tours of the
the home was its builder, Thomas Porter, who resid- Riverside Drive area.

ed there until 1861 when he sold it to Daniel Fallis, a

Cincinnati banker. Fallisd daudgmstbelouse Harri et RO
inherited the home in 1893, arfebrdaughter, May Richard Pretow Ernst was born on February
Rogers, inherited it in 1922. 28, 1858 in Covington. He attended public schools

there as well as the Chickerings Academy in Cincin-
May Rogers met and married Howell Lewis nati. He then enrolled in Center College in Danville,
Lovell and the house fell into his procession. Lovell Kentucky, and graduated as valedictorian, with a
was born in West Virginia in 1830. As a young man,Bachelor of Arts degree. He attended law school at
he manufactured salt along the Kanawha River near the University of Cincinnati and upon receiving his
Charleston, and in 1852 went to California in search degree, entered the law office of King, Thompson,
of gold. Unsuccessful, he moved to Covington in  and Maxwell. As years passed, he became a partner

1868 and in 1871 became@aner of the Lovell in the very successful firm of Ernst, Cassatt, and
Buffington Tobacco Company on Scott Street. He Cottle of Cincinnati, and was recognized as one the
retired in 1892 and died in the early 1900s. finest lawyers in the United States.

In 1950, the home was purchased by Julia P. |
Giancola. After her death in 1973, the home was
sold by her daughter, Betty Mathis, to Dean Howe,
Jr., for $140,000, making it the most expensive sing|
family residence in Covington. While ownership has
changed, it remains a private residence in 2019.

n 1885, Ernst was el e
council and served in that capacity until 1892. The
following year, he was appointed Commissioner of

The Queen and Crescent Railroad by Judge Taft and
served as such for many years. Ernst served as a state
senator from 1921927. He died in 1934.

McLaughlin Home
The Charles McLaughlin, or Riverside House
as it is also known, was built in 1916. McLaughlin

In 1866, Ernst married Susan Brent of Cov-
ington, who bore him two children. The family lived
: : : . ) at 401 Garrard Street. The house dates back to the
was a native Covingtonian and miiented painter mid-1880s and was built in a brick version of Queen

and architect. Located at 321 Riverside Drive, the Anne. It is believed that the house was designed by

house displays distinctive southern architecture. It isthe noted Cincinnati architect Samuel Hannaford
quite large and is modeled after the mansions of the ho also designed Cin c,i nn

Deep South. The home, which faces the Ohio River’brick porch was a later addition
was built high up from the street because of the ever '
present threat of flooding.

The interior of the home has many interestin
features, the most notable including a Victosigted
parlor, a Czechoslovakian brass and crystal chande
lier, and an American Empire mahogany table. The
second floor has large windows with a remarkable
view of the Cincinnati skyline. Throughout the
home, the fifteefoot tall walls are wonderfully deco-
rated with paintings and other works of art.

Major restoration of the house took place in
1965, when the home was purchased by John Kunk|
He added the crescesttaped brick wall in front, as [
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Hearne Home tuckian elected to Congress and served in that capaci-
ty until 1807. On December 10, 1808, General
Thomas Sanford accidently drowned in the Ohio Riv-
er. He was forsix.

Jonathan David Hearne was born on August

7, 1829 in Bourbon County, Kentucky. He moved to
Covington in 1861 and in 1870 he was elected to
serve as president of the Covington branch of the

A The Sanford h 0 026 Rusge

farmer 6s Bank of Kentuc . §‘3qu Otmﬁé?(?%all]t% ﬁg

founded the First National Bank of Covington and ks%eet was built by Major Alfred Santord, the gen-

later became president of the Third National Bank of¢ " 2 6 s son. Bui 't ln ot he
Cincinnati. constructed in Federal style, but was redeS|gned in

French Empire style after a fire around 1815. The

We | | known in the ar (—b%ﬁﬁ gem%ngdslrl tihegSgn%)]rd 'H'I un I;‘!‘S -
ing circles, Hearne became involved in several proflt en It was purchased b estern Baptlst duca-
ble ventures and was acquainted with many distin- llon Soclety. However, in 1853, as a result over the
guished Covingtonians of the era, including Jesse slavery issue bet\_/veen the Northern and Souther
Grant and Amos Shinkle. He and Shinkle were not trustees, the Soclety closed.
only good friends but were business partners. Hearne
was always interested in the city and its people. Not
only did he serve on the city council (183} but he
was also involved in directing many local projects,
including the building of the Suspension Bridge.

Later, in the 1840s, the house was used as

Mi ss Bristowbs Boarding a
Ladies and Misses, which was an exclusive finishing
school of the period. Today, the home is privately
owned and maintained.

Jonathan Hearne died on June 16, 1905. His
home, situated at 500 Garrard Street and pictured o
the cover, was built by Hearne in 1874. It was con- k&
structed in Victoria#dtalianate style with a gazebo
overlooking the Licking River. A carriage house andg
pagodahaped summer house still stand in the rear. g
From time to time, talk develops of extending Fifth
Street into Newport with a new bridge which would
require the razing of the Hearne Home. Since it was
placed on the National Register of Historic Places, it
i s protectedé at | east

Sanford House
Thomas Sanford was born in Westmoreland Ashbrook House
County, Virginia in 1762, and came to Kentucky William E. Ashbrook was born in Clark
about 1790. Soon after his arrival, Thomas acquiredCounty, Kentucky on October 13, 1820. He received
numerous acres of land in Northern Kentucky and an ordinary education and, at a very early age, took

began farming. As did many other meninthearea, st rong i nterest in his fa
Thomas served in the Kentucky Militia in which he 1853, William went to New Orleans where he was
attained the rank of general. engaged as a stockbroker.

Thomas eventually became involved in local In 1858, he began a long career as Sheriff of
politics and was the only member from Campbell ~ Kenton County. He married Mary Owen in 1860.
County (Kenton County had not yet been estab- During the Civil War, he was placed in charge of the

lished) to attend the Second Constitutional Conven- stockyards in Covington and spent the rest of his life
tion in 1799. Thomas served in the state legislature in that city. He served ten years on the city council,
as a senator and then as a representative in the earljour years as waterworks commissioner and, in 1882,

1800s. In 1803, he became the first Northern Ken- was elected Director of the City National Bank.
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William Ashbrook died on June 10,1882, at the age
of sixtyone. His home, located at 1010 Russell
Street, was used as a lodge meeting place for the
Prince Hall Masons years after his death.

Carlisle Home

John Griffin Carlisle was born in Campbell |

(now Kenton) County on September 5, 1835. He
was one of eleven children. With a strong interest i
history, he began a career in teaching and studied Ig
in his spare time with Judge William B. Kinkead. B

At age eighteen, Carlisle left the family farm
and became an apprentice with the law firm of John
White Stevenson. In 1858, he was admitted to the
bar and later opened his own law office at 521 Madi
son. He married Mary jane Goodson. She bore hi
two sons, both of whom became lawyers.

Carlisle became heavily involved in politics Orfse '
both the state and federal level. Beginning in 1859 i
the House of Representatives, then moving to the
State Senate. He closed out his state services in 18

as Lieutenant Governor. He became Speaker of theadocal grocer, for $4,200. In 1979, the home was

House of Representatives three consecutive terms aB rchased for $9,000 by Don Sanders, a steamboat

then advanced to the pnlted States Senate. In 1893t:aptain. The Sanders completely renovated the home
he accepted the appointment as Secretary of Treasu‘%d it was sold again

oo

Carlisle died in New York on July 31, 1910. Grant House
He body was returned to Covington and he is buried Jesse Root Grant was born on January 23,

in Linden Grove Cemetery. His home, long since 1874, in Deerfield, Pennsylvania. He was named for

razed, was located on a large wooded lot at 1533 Gajesse Root, who was for many years, the chief Justice
rard Street. The twelrgom structure was purchased of the Supreme Court of Connecticut.

by Carlisle and his bride in 1859.
Jessebds mot her , Rachae

Albro when he was eleven years of age, a loss with which his
The Harriet Albro house, located at 1041 father, Noah, could not Cope. His inability to
Russell Street, was built in 1874 for the widow of  properly care and provide for his children split the
Henry Albro, who was a Cincinnati dealer in fine ~ family apart. The younger children were adopted by
woods and veneers. The house is Victorian in style neighbors and the two eldest, Jesse and his sister, Su-
and has nine spacious rooms. At the time of its con-san, were left to fend for themselves. Jesse secured a

struction, the only means of heatingahomewas j ob as a tanner 6s apprent
wood burning fireplaces or stoves, and the only in with Judge George Tod, a friend of the family, in
means of directing that heat was with the opening  Youngstown, Ohio. He lived there for two years and
and closing of doors. For this reason, the Albro befriended Georgeds son,
house has no fewer than tweeitght walnut doors come the twentf§fth governor of Ohio.

throughout its three floors. _
When Jesse turned eighteen, he moved to
In 1904, Harriet died and was buried in High- Maysville, Kentucky. There, he continued as a tan-

land Cemetery. The home was sold to Louis Keltkemp er 6 s apprenti ce, <lassaamn gr
6



Grant HeWwsle ,Greledhup Street, Covington

Courtesy Karl Lietzenmayer (all other images in this articl

ner. In 1821, he moved to Point Pleasant, Ohio be- to a brilliant military career and later still, to the

cause he f...would neit Jeited Statespresidercy. alrv1840 rihe family maved

sl aves were owned. O Wh ifrbnePoint Pleasagt,to Batleek Qhi, wingsealessedconh

own tannery. It was also in Point Pleasant that he tinued his tannery business. Twelves years later,

met and married Hannah Simpson. Tenmonthslat-Bet hel voters el ected hin

er, on April 27, 1822, the Grants were blessed with

the birth of a son, Hiram Ulysses (later changed to In 1854, Jesse moved his family to Covington.

Ulysses Simpson) Grant. There, he opened a leather goods store on Madison

Avenue. In 1866, he was appointed Postmaster of

Jesse, having only six months of formal educacovington by President Andrew Johnson. Jesse

tion to his credit, wanted something more for his sonserved in that role until his retirement in 1872.

but, being of limited means, could not afford to send Jesse Root Grant died on June 26, 1873. He is bur-

him to college. However, in 1839, withthe helpof i ed i n Cincinnati os Sprin

Congressman General Thomas L. Hamer, Jesse se-Grant House, at 51820 Greenup Street, was built in

cured an appointment for his boy to attend West 1850, but additions were made in both 1865 and

Point Military Academy. This move later led Ulysses1870. The Grants purchased the home in 1859.
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Though they owned both sides of the duplex, During WWI, the KelleXoett Company pro-
the Grant family only resided in the left half and rent-duced equipment for government use and it under-
ed the other. Many notable figures visited the Grant went its greatest expansion and soon grew to be the
home, including General William Sherman, General largest such company in the world.

George Armstrong Custer, Senator Benjamin Wade,

and of course their son, General Ulysses S. Grant. The Koett home, located at 515 Russell
Street, is made of molded brick and highlighted by
Koett Home alternating rows of corbelling. Its round, arched win-
Albert B. Koett was born in Germany on May dows have lead glass panes, and the curved, center
23, 1863. At age four t SN Iipaccened pyLons tilfgpr the eomnlels Kelgr 5

a master sculptor and in 1884, emigrated to the Unit- _
ed States. Residing in Cincinnati, Koett continued to Nienaber House

follow his profession and was quite successful. John B. Nienaber was born in 1814 in Germa-
ny. He emigrated to the United States at age twenty

In 1885, however, Koett began working with two and later married another German native, Mary
’ ’ Heying. They had three children.

the Wurlitzer Music Company and served in the man*
ufacturing of instruments for over ten years. He mar-

ried Blanche Mott who bore him four girls. In 1864, the Nienaber family moved to Cov-

ington. where John established himself in business.

In 1903, Koett partnered with John Robert A tailor by trade, John opened his own tailoring shop
Kelley and formed the Kelipett Company in Cov- and operated it successfully for many years. Hi; true
ington, which was devoted to the manufacturing-of X Wealth, however, came from the buying and selling of
ray instruments and apparatus. The two men pio- real estate. John Nienaber died on May 31, 1884.
neered the development of this new technology soon
after the discovery of thera§y by scientist Roentgen.
Their products, which were produced under the

The Nienaber house, graced with excellent
woodwork, was built in the Regency townhouse style

name fAKeleket, o soon be O&HAwelpue|l. Congtructionbegandn l3sp i, e
in nearly every hospital in the country, including the
Mayo Brothers Hospital in Rochester, Minnesota.

was not completed until after the Civil War. In

1900, the house, located at 327 Riverside Drive, was
purchased and remodeled by Judge Graziani for his
daughters, Mrs. Pendry and Mrs. Solar. The two fam-
ilieslived there until 1935.




Holmes Castle

Daniel Henry Holmes was born near Point
Pleasant, Ohio in 1816. Orphaned at age two, he W
raised by his uncle Samuel in the Columbia area of
Cincinnati. There, he grew up with immigrant Louis
Levassoros children, an
As a teen, Hol mes went
goods store, then later went to New York to work fo
Lord &Taylor. When Lord & Taylor decided to
open a branch in New Orleans, Holmes was sent to
manage it, due partly to his knowledge of the Frenc
language. After six years, he opened his own store
the D.H. Holmes Department Store on Canal Street
While in New Orleans, he met and married Eliza Ke
rison in 1847. They had three children, a son and
two daughters.

Homes o6 business ventBrgis B o -
el often between New York and New Orleans, so he :
decided to build a home near the halfway mark, tha
being Covington, Kentucky. In 1852, Holmes pur- |-

chased nearly seventeen acres south of town. At that  ' ' |
time, the city limits extended south to only 12th Board of Education for $50,000. In 1919, the castle

Street. The land came with a coloatgle home. officially became Covington High School, but the
school was later changed to Holmes High School.
When the Civil War broke out in 1861, Additional buildings for the senior high and junior

Holmes considered removing his family to Europe ashigh were soon added. In 1936, however, because of
a safety precaution. The only family member willing rising heating and maintenance costs, the School
to go, however, was Daniel Jr., who enrolled in a Board had the structure demolished and replaced it

school in Paris. Mrs. Holmes and her daughters ~ With a more modern structurgor the complete story, see

chose to remain in Covington. Northern Kentucky Heritage Magazine vol. lll, #2]

In 1866, Holmes began construction of his Coppin House
idream home, 0 which replaceddhtnhd&odreirdgisn £lop@aolIno nio
residence. The cast | e, leading, Mflentiamand rdostlerdedprising citizens, w a
monly referred to, was built in EnghSlothic style, was born on Christmas Eve, 1849, in Cincinnati,
modeled after a building in Seine, Italy, which Ohio. As a young man, he was educated in the pub-
Holmes had seen and admired in his travels abroad. lic schools there and upon graduation, he developed
The structure was threwries high and was an interest in the buying and selling of dry goods.
equipped with a hatir furnace, as well as a fireplace
in each of its thirtywo rooms. In February of 1873, Coppin decided to go

into business for himself and rented a building in

In 1898, at the age of eigiityee, Daniel Covington from Captain John Fennessy for aykae
Henry Holmes, Sr. died while visiting friends in New t € I m. Located at 607 Mad
York. Funeral services were held in Covington and Dry Goods Store soon became a successful enterprise.
he was buried in New Orleans. Though quite small, the store became known

throughout the area as a place for quality clothing.

The castle remained in the family until 1916

when the family took up permanent residency in New When the fivgyear lease expired, Fennessy
Orleans. The structure was sold to the Covington ~ S0ld the building to M.C. Motch, the popular jeweler,
9
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for $7,010. Coppin then moved his business to a
much larger storefront, leasing 538 Madison from
M.C. Motch for five years with an option to buy the

A new, ongoing f eat urbeildingr Wit thegpdditipnalspacecGoppi was s
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able to expand his line and soon had employed twen-
he Best Kentucky Tritfiidempiyeek Ever, o availabl

bookstores or at michaelcrisponline.com

n

In 1875, Coppin married Lizzie R. Egolf of
Cincinnati, who bore him four children. In 1892,
. the family made plans to build a home in Milldale at
Counties a cost of $12,000. Milldale is now the neighborhood
of Latonia. The home, a large, beautifully appointed
structure, was located at the present site of Ninth Dis-
1. How many counties are in the state of Kentucky? trict School.[For the complete story, see Northern Kentucky
Heritage Magazine vol. Ill, 32]

This issue features

Questions

2. What are the three oldest counties in the state?

3. In terms of geography, what is the largest county?
4. What is the most populous county in Kentucky?

5. What county is recog
Capital of Kentucky?o

dg e

6. What county, located in southern Kentucky about
thirty miles east of Mammoth Cave, is named for
the eighth governor of Kentucky?

7. What western Kentucky county was named after t
inventor of the first successful steamboat?

8. What county was actually named after a creek?

9. What Kentucky county is named after the type of Want tO be P u b I |S h ed

tree that is predominant in its region?

We are always looking for material for
10. What was the most recently created county? the Bulletin, as well as

ANSWers Northern Kentucky Heritage Magazine

To submit an article, send a paper copy by mil,

;' ,1:23('3gfcjg?f;;(oirdazzhl'_?:;f; (254) and GA (159) or email it as a Word document attachment.
3. Pike County, which measures 787.6 square miles . .
4. Jefferson County, which has over 740,000 residents Bulletin articles should be no longer than 50(
5. Fleming County words and should have at least two referencgs.
6. Adair County, named for John Adair Magazine articles should complete with referefces
7. Fulton County, named after Robert Fulton _ and endnotes, as well as images or graphidg.
8. Jessamine County, which is named after Jessamine Creel
9. i_aurel ipl;]nty, v;/hicr:jitshnamid atftt(re]r the Mountain Laurel Email us if you have any questions.
rees which are found throughout the region :
10. McCreary County, which was formed in 1912. Itis the onl nkyhist@zoomtown.com.

Kentucky county that does not have an incorporated city P.O. Box 641, Covington, KY 41012
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Left: Boone County Airlines in approximately 1945. Right: Just a small portion of the
tremendous acreage of the Cincinnati Northern Kentucky International Airport in 2019.
Left image courtesy Kenton County Public Library, right image courtesy Twitter

X}
Mystery Photo
Can you identify the Mystery Photo? The answer is found below.
Answer:
Of ficial <collectable baseball c ar-kornosheisPretoffonici a o0Pat o
about 300 girls to play for Wrigleyods All American C
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