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Four sisters accompanied the boys and they married 
into well-known Kyle, Taylor, and Youtsey families. 
 
DeCoursey Pike is named for Revolutionary War 
veteran, William DeCoursey (1756-1841).  In 1794, 
DeCoursey ascended the Licking River by canoe and 
settled on its western shore, about two miles south of 
the mouth of Banklick Creek.  He was instrumental 
in the establishment of the Mouth of the Licking Bap-
tist Church in 1794 (this congregation is now Cold 
Spring Baptist Church).  Several famous surnames 
exist within the DeCoursey descendants.  William 
DeCoursey, Jr. married Martha Spillman, whose fam-
ily had settled at Atwood; Francis DeCoursey married 
Mary Ann Holmes, sister to Daniel Henry Holmes of 
Holmes High School fame; Oliver DeCoursey mar-
ried Elizabeth Shaw, daughter of Robert Shaw, whose 
family helped incorporate the city of Independence; 
and Joel DeCoursey married Mary Ann Pierce, whose 
family was also well-established in the area. 
 
Decoursey Pike is one of several roads in Northern 
Kentucky which grew from mastodon and buffalo 
trails.  Indians also utilized these trails as they entered 
the region from the Ohio Country during hunting 
expeditions.  During the Revolutionary War, Capt. 
Henry Bird commanded a force of several hundred 
British soldiers and Indians against settlements in 
Kentucky including Ruddleôs Station and Martinôs 
Station.  They traveled along this same trail, just west 
of the Licking River, and that road was known as 
ñBirdôs War Roadò before becoming Decoursey Pike.  
 
DeMossville was first established as the town of 
Grassy Creek and had a post office under that name 
as early as 1830.  The post office was moved closer to 
the railroad in 1854 and the town was renamed in 
honor of Thomas DeMoss, an important resident.  At 
one time, Demossville included several businesses, a 
bank, school, Masonic Lodge, and several saloons. 

 While our staff continues to strive to include 
articles on the entire county in the ñBulletin,ò it seems, 
for whatever reason, Southern Kenton County is often 
overlooked.  Numerous pieces have been written about the 
people, places and things found within the Covington city 
limits, and articles on the earliest settlers of Bromley, Lud-
low, Erlanger and the like, have been printed time and time 
again.  This short piece, in no way a concise history, will 
focus on the people and places within the southernmost 
region of this fine county.  Most readers are aware that we 
encourage anyone to write articles and, maybe this short 
story will spark the interest of someone to author a more 
elaborate piece on a topic of interest in Southern Kenton 
County. 

 
 

Atwood was apparently named for Atwood Bird, a 
bank president in Independence whose grandfather 
had come to the area in 1813. 
 
Robert Bagby and his family arrived in the region 
around 1839, settling just west of present-day Piner.  
Bagby Road is named for this early pioneer family. 
 
Bracht Station was called Key West until about 1840, 
and was the childhood home of Kentucky statesman, 
John G. Carlisle.  By about 1884, the railroad depot 
there was quite busy with travelers, and the nearby 
Covington-Lexington Turnpike (Dixie Highway) saw 
drovers guiding cattle, hogs, and even turkeys up 
from the south, eventually to slaughterhouses and 
processing centers at Covington.  Named for Maj. F. 
B. Bracht of Grant County, the area soon boasted a 
post office, general store, trotting course, several tav-
erns, and two schools. 
 
Four Culbertson brothers; James, William, Allen, 
and Robert; traveled down the Ohio River and then 
up the Licking River, where they settled a homestead 
about five miles south of Banklick Creek in 1813.  
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Isaac Everett came to the area in about 1805, settling 
along what he called Everettôs Creek.  By the 1830s, 
this waterway was renamed Crewôs Creek, but it is 
now called Cruise Creek. 
 
Fiskburg (also seen as Fiskburgh) was named for vari-
ous members of the Fisk family who resided in the 
area from as early as the 1830s.  The two most promi-
nent men were likely John F. Fisk and his son, 
Charles H. Fisk, both of whom were well-known at-
torneys and politicians.  In its heyday, Fiskburg had a 
post office, school, church, blacksmith shop, general 
store, cigar factory, toll gate, and Masonic hall. 
 
Fowler Creek is named for Jacob Fowler, an early 
pioneer in the region and most likely the first Euro-

pean to reside in what is now Kenton County.  Fowler 
was here as early as 1789 and at one time owned much 
of what is now southern Kenton and southern Boone 
counties.  While credited as one of the first to settle 
Kentucky, he is equally known by historians in Colo-
rado, as he led the first expedition there in 1821, help-
ing to found present-day Pueblo.  In fact, a suburb, the 
city of Fowler, Colorado, as well as Fowler Junior High 
School are named in his honor.  His son, Benjamin 
Piatt Fowler, built a stone home which still stands 
along Old US 42 in Union. 
 
The LLL (3-L Highway) is a name many local residents 
still give to what is now Madison Pike or KY 17.  From 
the early 1920s, the highway was one of the main 
routes for travelers going from Covington to Lexington.  

Above: Bracht Station Depot, located along what is now Dixie Highway just south of Green Road.  Photo is dated 1911. 

On the Cover: The Morning View Hotel which once stood on the east side of the railroad tracks 

near the intersection of Decoursey Pike and Rich Road. 
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