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 The ceremonious grieving for deceased loved 
ones started with pre-historic Neanderthals and ad-
vanced with evolving cultures throughout history.  
The idea of preserving departed persons for the pur-
poses of extended mourning periods began with the 
ancient Egyptians.  Around 2600 B.C., members of 
the Egyptian elite went through a seventy-day mum-
mification process after their death.  Skilled priests 
practiced preservation methods including primitive 
embalming with Natron salt, the removing of vital 
organs, and the drying and wrapping of the skin.1 

 
 Romans engaged in methods of body preser-
vation which included ñéevisceration, immersion of 
the body in alcohol, insertion of preservative herbs 
into incisions previously made in the flesh parts of 
the body, and wrapping the body in tarred or waxed 
sheets.ò2 

 
 Preservation procedures improved greatly dur-
ing the United States Civil War.  Families of soldiers 
killed in the war wanted their loved ones returned 
home for burial.  Often times, the trek home took 
weeks.  Answering the challenge of long-term body 
preservation, Dr. Thomas Holmes developed an arse-
nic-based embalming fluid that effectively slowed bac-
teria formation which caused decomposition.3  Effec-
tively, this new embalming process preserved Presi-
dent Abraham Lincolnôs body during the twenty-day 
train journey from Washington D.C. to Springfield, 
Illinois.4 

 
 Prior to the late 1800s in the United States, 
funeral homes were nonexistent.  When a loved one 
passed away, families often paid a local furniture mak-
er or livery stable owner to handle funeral arrange-
ments by staging a visitation at the familyôs home.  
The cabinet and furniture makers crafted coffins 
while livery stable owners possessed coaches and hors-
es used to transport the deceased to the burial 

grounds.  These craftsmen and stable owners billed 
themselves as ñfuneral undertakers.ò  Eventually, the 
title shortened to just ñundertaker.ò  By the 1830s, 
undertakers became synonymous with anyone who 
handled funerals, regardless of their main business. 
 
 As of 1831, the Cincinnati city business direc-
tory had no listings for undertakers.  In 1834, the di-
rectory listed three: Samuel Cobb, Stephen Combs, 
and R. Seckerson.5   In 1836, D. A Lippincottôs adver-
tisement in the business directory stated that the 
firm, ñékeeps ready made (sic) coffins of all kinds, 
and is ready at all hours to give personal attendance 
at funerals.  All funeral appendages furnished if re-
quired, also any number of horses and carriages at 
short notice, Livery Stable, north east corner of 
Broadway and Lower Market Street, Sign of Sam 
Patch.ò6  In 1842, Christopher Smith ran an adver-
tisement in the Cincinnati business directory stating 
he was a ñ...cabinet maker and undertakerò and ñis 
prepared to attend to funerals in the most satisfactory 
manner, and on the shortest notice.ò7 

 
One of Covingtonôs earliest advertisements 

for undertakers appeared in November, 1847 when 
V.T. Perkins, located at the corner of 6th and Madi-
son in Covington, marketed services as a cabinet mak-
er and undertaker in the Licking Valley Register.  Per-
kins promised, ñécoffins ready made (sic), of every 
size and quality which can be had at a momentôs no-
tice.  A splendid two horse hearse in readiness at all 
hours ï decidedly the most beautiful in the city.  Car-
riages furnished at the shortest notice on reasonable 
terms.ò8 

 
The Allison and Rose Funeral Home, which 

still remains in business today, traces its origins to its 
founder, Abraham Rose, who in 1833 started a cabi-
net making business in Covington.9  In 1856, a listing 
in the Covington directory listed him as a cabinet 
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maker and undertaker with a business on Scott Street 
between 4th and 5th  streets.10  By 1860, Rose moved 
the business to Madison Avenue between 4th and 5th 

streets.11 
 
Also in the 1856 directory, Thomas Reed 

listed his cabinet making and undertaking operation 
at Market Space between Scott and Market, near 
modern day Park Place.12   By 1861, Reed moved the 
business to Madison between 5th and 6th.13  

 
The early 1860s marked a growth in the num-

ber of undertakers working in Covington.  In addi-
tion to Rose and Reed, at least two additional under-
takers began working in town.  William Willen 
opened a stable and undertaking business on 6th 
Street opposite Washington.14   William Estep sold 
furniture and chairs but also marketed undertaking at 
his shop on Lexington Pike [Pike Street] between 
Madison and Washington.15  By 1869, Estep, now 
partnered with John Ewing, moved the business to 
529 Madison.16  

 
In 1872, other new undertakers appeared in 

the Covington business listings:  Donnelly, Midden-
dorf, and Lubbers.  In 1872, Charles Donnelly oper-
ated a livery stable and undertaking business at 9th 
and Madison.  Charles Donnelly immigrated to Cov-
ington from London, Ontario, and started working 
for Hemingrayôs Glass Works in 1857.  In 1870, he 
opened his undertaking business with a partner, Pat-
rick Tallon, who ñretiredò from the business within a 
year.  Donnelly, apparently doing well alone, con-
structed a new building at 809 and 811 Madison 
(which still stands today) that housed horses, buggies, 
coffins, and seventy-five tons of hay.  The article 
(really more of a business advertisement) claimed 
Donnelly had the biggest undertaking business in 
Covington in 1877, serving as many as ten funerals in 
one day.17  That year also saw the first advertisement 
for Middendorf and Lubbers (names still recognizable 
today) who operated at 82 Pike Street. 

 
During the post-Civil War period, some un-

dertakers added the title of ñembalmerò to their busi-
ness.  The first advertised embalmer in the Cincinnati 
directory appeared in 1866 for J. Epply and Compa-
ny.  Epply boasted an inventory of metallic and wood-
en burial cases, rosewood linings and the promise 

that, ñWe are also prepared to Embalm Bodies per-
fect, producing no discoloration, and obviating the 
use of Ice entirely.ò18  Prior to embalming, undertak-
ers commonly used ice to preserve bodies for display 
until burial.  The practice of icing the deceased for 
visitation ended with the preferred practice of em-
balming during the following years. 

 
The early 1880s brought a movement toward 

making the undertaking business a profession, rather 
than a side job for craftsmen.  First, Dr. Joseph Clark, 
who studied medicine during the Civil War, sought 
to teach one standard method of embalming.  He 
founded the Cincinnati School of Embalming along 
with Dr. C.M. Lukens in 1882, holding classes in the 
Pulte Medical College amphitheater.  Enrollment 
grew and the school eventually moved to its perma-
nent location at Cincinnatiôs General Hospital (now 
University Hospital) in 1915.19  

 
The 1880s also ushered in the first profession-

al association of funeral directors.  Alan Durfee, a 
funeral director from Grand Rapids, Michigan,20 or-
ganized the first state convention of fellow directors 
in 1880.  The success of the convention led to a na-
tional convention of directors in Rochester, New 
York, in 1882.  Attendees at the convention formed 
the National Funeral Directorsô Association.21  Re-
sults from this professional movement presumably led 
to changes in titles and business practices.  

 
Evidence of a more professional approach to 

the funeral business showed quickly in the way direc-
tors in Covington advertised.  Thomas Reed removed 
the title of ñundertakerò from his businessô name by 
1884, changing his title to ñFuneral Director and Em-
balmer.ò22  That same year, Abraham Rose chose to 
keep the title of ñUndertakerò but also added 
ñFuneral Director.ò23  Donnellyôs was unchanged, still 
advertising as an ñundertaker.ò24  Interestingly, nei-
ther Donnelly nor Rose offered embalming in their 
1884 newspaper advertisements. 

 
During their yearly meeting in 1895, the Fu-

neral Directorsô Association of Kentucky voted to 
abolish the terms ñUndertaker and Embalmer.ò The 
association choose instead to favor the title of 
ñMorticianò to describe someone who plans funerals 
and preforms embalming.  Apparently, this implied 
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the person performing body preservation was a certi-
fied embalmer.22  Some of the Covington funeral 
homes adopted this label, now advertising as 
ñmorticiansò and ñfuneral directorsò rather than 
ñundertakers.ò  This new title was not universally ac-
cepted, however, as some of the funeral homes re-
mained ñUndertakersò well into the early 1900s. 

 
Williams and Companyôs Covington Business 

Directory for 1900-1901 listed the following funeral 
and undertaker businesses:26 
Gus Menninger who, ñHas Cut the Price for Fu-

neral Work One-Third. 66 Pike St., Coving-
ton $3.00 for Hacks. $6.00 for Hearse.ò He 
had a second office at 94 Elm St, Ludlow. 
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Reed, J. & T (John & Thomas) Undertakers and 
Funeral Directors; Office, Warerooms and 
Stables. 16, 18, 20 and 22 E. 6th; Telephone 
4387 

Rose & Rich (A. P. R. & R. R. R.), Funeral Direc-
tors and Undertakers; Free Ambulance, Rub-
ber Tire- Vehicles, Fine Funeral Furniture; 
Open Day and Night, 411 Madison Av.; Tele-
phone 4392 

Willen & Hugenberg, (John B. W. & Fred, H. 
H.) Funeral Directors and Embalmers, 46, 48 
and 50 W. 6th; Telephone 4292 

Cooney, Michael, Undertaker and Livery Stable, 
n.w.c. 4th & Madison; Residence, 528 Scott 

Taylor, Jerry, Undertaker and Embalmer; also, 
Livery and Boarding Stable, n.e.c, 8th and 
Washington; Residence same 

Wilke, L. L., Undertaker, Livery, Boarding and 
Sale Stable, 1534 and 1536 Scott; Residence, 
1557 Greenup 

Middendorf, John N., Undertaker and Embalm-
er; Livery and Boarding Stable, 153 Pike and 
12 and 14 Riddle Residence, 819 Greer Av.; 
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Opposite page: 717 Madison was the home of Linnemann and Moore 
in 1800, before they moved the business to 11th Street. 
Shown is a newspaper advertisement from the late 1800 

 and a view of the same building today. 
 

Below: Two pictures of 809 and 811 Madison Avenue. 
The first is a newspaper advertisement from 1882. 

The second if present day. 
 

On the cover: The Middendorf brothers purchased this location, 
917 Main Street, in 1929 
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Telephone 4171 
Linnemann & Moore, (Henry L. & Edward J. M.) 

Undertakers; Livery and Boarding Stable 717 
and 719 Madison Av.;  Telephone 4125 

Gus Menninger, certainly one of the most 
interesting people living in Covington during this 
period, started undertaking after serving as a clerk in 
his fatherôs tinning business at 716 Madison.27  In 
1890, Menninger promoted himself as an 
ñundertaker and embalmerò in Thomas Gideonôs 
business directory advertisement.24  Menninger soon 
set out on his own, running a funeral home under his 
name until 1907.  During his years as an undertaker, 
Menninger wore many hats.  He served as a Coving-
ton City Alderman, elected in 1895.29  In 1904, he 
received a commission as Tax Collector in Campbell 
County.30  In 1906, he served as treasurer and secre-
tary of the newly-formed Union Mutual Benefit Com-
pany.31 

Menninger sold his funeral business to Alli-
son and Yates in 1907.32 As part of the sales contract, 
Menninger agreed not to work in the funeral business 
within 50 miles of Covington.  Apparently, he missed 
the business so he began working as a funeral director 
at Linnemann and Mooreôs establishment.  Allison 
and Yates sued Menninger and he was eventually en-
joined from undertaking in the area for good by the 
Kenton County Circuit Court on October 21, 
1908.33  Linneman and Moore continued operations 
without Menninger, moving to a new facility at 31 
and 33 E. 11th Street by 1909.34 

 
Abraham Rose died in 1877, but his sons 

Theodore and Abraham, Jr. continued the undertak-
ing business.  Their sister Rose married T.M. Swin-
dler and brought him into the operation.  In 1914, 
Swindler started his own funeral home in Latonia 
which is still in operation.  In 1925, the Rose family 
joined forces with John Allison, forming Allison and 
Rose.35  In 1933, Allison and Rose moved to their 
current location at 1021 Madison.31 

 
In 1872, Wilhelm Middendorf and George 

Lubbers ran a livery stable and undertaking business 
located at 82 Pike Street.  By 1882, the two men oper-
ated competing livery stables on the same street.  Lub-
bers remained at 82 Pike Street while Middendorf 
moved to 153 Pike, now operating under the name 
ñMiddendorf Brothers.ò37  By 1900, Wilhelmôs son, 
John N. Middendorf, operated the business at 153 
Pike, but Lubbers no longer displayed a listing.38  In 
1929, John Middendorf purchased the current loca-
tion at 917 Main Street in Covington.39  
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 Of the myriad of subjects, incidents, and his-
torical characters this author has researched in his 
lifetime, Daniel Boone is certainly the most difficult  
I have ever tried to follow and understand.  All of the 
lengthy treatises list the essential trail of his life, but 
all of them either leave out or add items, some of 
which are borderline legend.  
 
 In spite of the legends, some promoted by 
Hollywood and TV, the real Boone is bigger than life 
as he was.  Of course, had it not been for John Fil-
sonôs efforts to publish his book, interviewing fron-
tiersmen (along with his famous map), posterity may 
not have even noticed Daniel Boone at all.   
 
 Daniel Boone turned 50 in 1783, a transition 
year for the Boone family.  He and his wife, Rebecca 
Bryan Boone, would move their family to the Ohio 
River settlement of Limestone [Maysville], a most im-
portant port of entry for settlers.  Here they set up as 
trader and tavern keeper.  
 
 Booneôs 50th year would mark the moment 
when his reputation leaped from local to national 
and international proportions.  The man responsible 
for this was John Filson, a 30-year-old school teacher.  
After spending the Revolutionary War teaching in 
Wilmington, Delaware, Filson caught the fever about 
the West and after purchasing land warrants with his 
fatherôs inheritance, booked a flatboat to Kentucky in 
1783.  Like everyone else in early Kentucky, including 
Boone, Filson was speculating on land.  He possessed 
no talent for improving his holdings (12,000 acres!), 
but with his pen he hoped to produce a book that 
would publicize the country and increase his invest-
ment.  
 
 Filson went from settlement to settlement 
seeking out prominent men to interview.  He was so 
exceedingly persistent, the only way for one to get rid 
of him was to tell him all they knew.  Most were actu-
ally happy to talk, as Filson found them polite and 

hospitable.  Over the next few months, Filson com-
pleted a manuscript divided into two major sections.  
He first described Kentuckyôs geography, referring 
readers to a detailed map prepared with the close ad-
vice of Boone and other experienced surveyors and 
explorers. 
 
 In the second and more enduring, Filson at-
tempted something grand, transforming Booneôs per-
sonal stories into ñThe Adventures of Col. Daniel 
Boon.ò  Filson wrote in epic form including all the 
adventures of discovery, Indian capture, Long Hunts, 
etc.   
 In May 1784, Filson left Kentucky to arrange 
for publication of his manuscript.  The book, with 
map attached and folded as a frontispiece, was issued 
by a printer in Wilmington, and 1500 copies were 
quickly sold.  The title was, The Discovery, Settlement 
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