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Owen J. Carpenter
of Old Dexter Whiskey Fame

A Few of Owen J. Carpentero0s
Mary M. Nourse
Oak Ridge: A Kenton County Community
Mary Florence Taney
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The unusual stoneware jug shown on the cov-Carteret Club, both which he trademarked in
er once held a nati onal [1306. Rsacesult, hevdouglst & disyillefheaomechd 1~ O
D e x t 'Ehree men were responsible for giving it to found was close at hand to Covington, designated in
America. Two of them were named Dexter: Edmund Federal records as RD#22, 6th District. It was locat-
J. and Edmund J. Jfhe third man was Owen J. ed two miles south of Butler Depot, Kentucky, on
Carpenter.All three operated in and around Cincin- Butler Pike at Flower Creek. The property also in-
nati before National Prohibition. While the Dexter cluded one bonded warehouse. By 1890, the name
family originated the brand, it was Carpenterwho had been changed to fAThe
became the innovator the Covington office listed for the distillery was Ow-

en Carpenterods address.

Owen J. Carpenter was a Kentuckian throughin the facility, however, is not cle@y the mid
and through.Born in Boone County in 1854, his 1890s, the distillery was mashing 24 bushels a day
ancestry is said to have numbered among its membesiad had warehouse capacity for 450 barrels, expand-
ifisome of the most val ua edte60@bamelsbyil9l8.r esti ng of th
Gr as s Mitrooniging in \girgirda his kinfolk
were ministers and farmers, the latter including his He also was innovating a container for
father, Caleb CarpenteHis mother was Zeurilda hisflagship brand As shown on the cover, Carpenter
(Ut z) Carpenter. Owen r egionedred andinuaual fockmgrsalioglaze stenbware | o
education and was about 18 when Caleb pulled up jug. One side has a flower motif in the center, sur-
stakes in Boone County and moved to Covingtontor ounded by a | egend that
open a wholesale liquor business. |l ing Company é BTheothersayk e nt u

AThe Ol d Dexter Jug Whi sk

About 1872, Owen joined his father in the design was trademarked on Aug. 11, 18%fere are
trade, working besi de hifonr gioavesinleaciCsilé tbabhde suggested to soma
1879. At that point, he joined with his brother, Da- that when drained of its contents, the jug was to be
vid, in a whiskey dealership located at 129 Pike Stredtirned on its side and used as an ashtray. These jugs
in Covington. In 1886, David departed leaving Ow- must have been produced by theusands and are
en the sole proprietorThe same year the company quite commonly found for sale at bottle shows and
moved to 15 West Seventh Street. online auction sites.

In 1883, at the age of 29, Owen married Mar- Less commonly seen ar e
tha AMattied Adams, a n dattiesyoeOldoDexteMRyas and QId DextewBoor- h a d
been brought as an infant to Versailles, Kentucky, atbon. The elaborate label illustration depicted a Ken-
the time of the Civil War. Her father was William tucky scene with barrels and glass embossing that read
W. Adams, a prominent livestock trader in Lexing- fi War r ant e d é P &he boarbon &lso mé&-u r e
ton. Owen and Mattie would have two sons, William ited a shot glass from Carpenter.
A. and Owen C.The latter tragically died at the age
of seven. As the forces of Prohibition began to tighten

in Kentucky ancetlsewhere, Carpenter expanded his

Owen Carpenter was not content with simply business savvy to other endeavors, turning mainly to
running a liquor storeHe desired a steadier supply real estate developmerie became known as the
of raw whiskey for his blends, chiefly Old Dexterandii Fat her of Fort Mi tchell,
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munity thatwas saidfoboast of s ome
dences i n thi sCapenterthado n
bought the land, platted it, and arranged for trolley
transit from the development to Covingtade also
was an organizer and later president of the Kenton
Water Company that built another suburban devel-
opment called Latonia. His real estate ventures alsc
included large portions of what is now Covington.

About 1917, with statewide prohibition in
KentuckyCarpenter was forced to shutter his store i, e LACE
and the Old Dexter Distillery at Butler was shut. COVINGTON, KY.
down. He continued with his real estate enterprises L_ S O el
until retiring. During that period he saw the advent [Sr e
of National Prohibition, its repeal in 1934, and the
return of whiskegnaking and selling in Kentucky.

5T =~

In 1937, Carpenter wrote an account of somef
of his real estate ventures. One short piece was in-
cluded in the last issue of the Bulletin and other will
follow this article. In 1944 Carpenter, age 90, died
Fort Mitchell, the community he had innovated, and
was buried at adjacent Highland Cemetery. '

The Ol d Dexter Di st

. \ T :
From a blporgo owh ifispkreey me n 0 foundPat . .
httpptbwheskeymen. bl ogspotdlebm/ 2015/ 11/ s Madcdhligmig Whiskey | abel
dexwlei stkteryee . ht mi Bottom: Grave marker at
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Owen J. Carpenter (¥B®%44) was a businessman about one hour, with the understanding that it would
in Covington, operating a distillery and selling wines aogchase this 25 acre tract at the option price men-
whistke?/r.] 1'3 ;78?12’vt]/reotbeegﬁnaicnc\;eusr:itnc?f igo?r:ce)p;r:]%sdree\faﬂiﬂga' The subscribers to the stock of the company
rensetz:t'e ventures. Thanks to Arnold Taylor for transcribing - M. C. Motch, $5000.00, O. J. Carpenter,
his account. $5000.00, Chas. Hair, $5000.00, E. J. Hickey,

$5000.00, and Henry Holtrup, $5000.00. The
The Covington Land and Improvement Company Woodburn Avenue Land Company was incorporated
October 14, 1889, and Articles of Incorporation are

The Covington Land & Improvement Com- .
) g ) P ) recorded in Book 3, page 66, and the ahaveed
pany was organized by A. G. Simrall. Articles of In- . .
subscribers were the incorporators.

corporation are dated October 4th 1888, and are rec-
orded in Book 2 page 547. The incorporators were Soon after this company was incorporated,

A. G. Simrall, O. J. Carpenter, A.M. Schultz, George Judge and Mrs. Wm. E. Arthur conveyed the tract
A. Argus and C. H. Pindly who subscribed for all the yentioned to the Woodburn Avenue Land Company

stock the company ever issued. This company pur- gnq received the consideration of $25,000.99 in cash.
chased all of the property fronting on the west side Ofl'he stock subscribed for as abueationed, is the
Holman Street between Linden and'Breet, and only stock the company ever at any time had out-

on the east side of Woodburn Avenue between Lin- gianding. The company subdivided this entire tract
den and 18 Street, and a small frontage on the west building lots as shown by Copied and Restored
side of Woodburn Avenue extending southward fromp)5¢ 333, dated June 1st 1892.

Linden Street. This companyb6s three plats are C
and Restored Plat 46, December 7, 1888, Copied and The lots in this subdivision include all the lots
Restored Plat 262, October 16, 1889, and Copied fronting on the west side of Holman Street between
and Restored Plat 31, August 1, 1890. A. G. Simrall 16" and 18 streets, and all of the lots fronting on

and John G. Simrall sol dNoedburn Ayenue betwees18adold piraatsyadds  r
estate and the margin for profit was very satisfactoryall of the lots fronting on May Street south frorff 16

My stock in this company represented my first investStreet, and a number of lots fronting on the east side

ment in real estate in Kenton County of Holman Street and on the west side of Banklick
Street, north from 18Street. The west line of this
The Woodburn Avenue Land Company subdivision is the east line of the Woodland Park
Land Company6s subdivisio
Early in the month of October 1889, | ob- Holman Street School Building stands on a site com-

tained from Judge William E. Arthur, an optionto ~ posed of lots in the Woodburn Avenue Land Compa-
purchase the 25 acre tract of land known asthe Ar- ny 6 s S u b d imentiomad.o A. GaSimwall e
thur tract, for $25,000.00 cash, and soon following, | and John G. Simrall sold a considerable number of
organized the Woodburn Avenue Land Company in the lots in this subdivision at private sale, and a large
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number were sold by A. G. Simrall at auction at Bramlage and F. Pieper; who were all subscribers for
which time he again showed his skill as an auctioneethe stock of this company. Thomas H. Kennedy and
A later purchase by the Woodburn Avenue Land Martha S. Kennedy conveyed the 17 acre tract men-
Company was the property between Linden afid 16 tioned, to the Woodland Park Land Company by
streets, and between May Street and Woodburn Avedeed dated July 11, 1890, which was recorded July 17,
nue. The Woodburn Avenue Land Company subdi- 1890, in Deed Book 67 page 383.
vided this property into 49 building lots. The plat of
this, the companyds second Seon &tdrithis deed wasirecorded, th€Wwaqod- e
and Restored Plat 332, dated May 17, 1890. Twentyland Park Land Company subdivided this entire tract
six of these lots front on the west side of St. Clair  into building Lots. The plat of this subdivision is
Street; 12 on the east side of said street; and 11 on Copied and Restored Plat 302, recorded November
the west side of Woodburn Avenue. In about 2 11, 1890. The north boundary line of this subdivi-
hours, A. G. Simrall sold all of these lots at auction, sion is 50 feet north of and parallel to the north line
the purchase price to be paid 1/10 cash, balance payaf-16" Street; the east boundary line runs along the
ble in 9 equal semiannual payments with six percentwe st | i ne of the Woodburn
interest. For about three hours during the morning subdivision; the south boundary line is the south line
preceding this auction sale, it was advertised all overof 18" Street.; and the west boundary line is the west
town by a brass band in a furniture wagon well cov- line of Monroe Avenue.
ered by canvas signs directing attention to the sale
and the terms of payment. An immense crowd was The following streets run north and south
present at this sale, which contained many bidders, through this subdivision; West Boulevard (now
and the sale was in every way a great success. named to Euclid Avenue); Jefferson Avenue, and
Monroe Avenue. The length of Jefferson Avenue
The Woodland park land Company within this subdivision is about 1000 feet, and the
length of the other two streets may be slightly less.
After | had carefully examined the Thomas H. This subdivision contains 196 building lots. Soon
Kennedy 17 acre tract, adjoining the west line of the after the plat of this subdivision was recorded, the
Woodburn Avenue Land Co mpaand sk Land Gotnpanyi appointed A. G.
and had decided that it was desirable for subdivisionSimrall and John Simrall the sole agents for the sale
into building lots, | obtained from the owner, Thom- of the lots in this subdivision, and I think it was dur-
as H. Kennedy, a written option to purchase this tracing the summer of 1892 that A. G. Simrall held an
for $17,000.00; and a short time after | had obtained auction sale of lots in this subdivision, and the fact
this option, | organized the Woodland Park Land that he was an auctioneer of unusual ability, | think
Company with the agreement that it would purchase was plainly to the immense crowd present at this sale.
this 17 acre tract at $1000.00 per acre, to be paid acExcepting the auction sale of lots in the Woodburn
cording to the terms stated in the option mentioned. Avenue Land Cods second s
The Woodland Park Land Company was incorpo- page 3; this was the best attended and the most suc-
rated July 16, 1890; the Articles of Incorporation are cessful auction sale of building lots in the City of
recorded in Book 3 page 202. The signers of these Covington that | ever attended. At this auction sale,
articles were O. J. Carpenter, M. C. Motch, Charles [ think that all of the lots fronting on Jefferson Ave-
A. Lehman, Henry Holtrup, Henry J. Gospohl, B. nue were sold, and also many lots in other parts of



this subdivision were sold; all at good and satisfactof
I

prices. The stock of the Woodland Park Land Co

was a good and satisfactory investment for its holde

:
:
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
g

There were only two outlets from the City of
Covington during the 1937 flood from about January

>

Mary M. Nourse (187#0959) was the sixth of

23rd to about February 1st. One of these outlets wasseven children born to Charles and Viola J. Seward

the Suspension Bridge to the north; the other outlet
was west on T'&Street to Jefferson Avenue; and
south on Jefferson Avenue to the Highland Pike; and
along this Pike westward.

Nourse. She was born in Mt. Healthy, Ohio, and
attended the Cincinnati Art Academy. In 1891, she
became a decorator for the Rookwood Pottery on
Mount Adams in Cincinnati. She remained there
for 14 years.

Note that the Greenup Street Lot Company was featured in Nourse learned wood carving from Benn Pit-

the previous issue of the Bulletin.
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man, an uncle by marriage. She taught basket
weaving and jewelnyaking and taught art as a vol-
unteer at a Catholic school in Cincinnati. Mary was
the niece of Elizabeth Nourse, an internationally
known artist.

Maryos work is displ ay
France and Norway. For many years, she resided
along East Fourth Street in Covington. She was a
member of the Covington Art Club for at least 55
years, and in 1920 she de
insignia.

Mary kept a scrapbook, which contains many
photographs of the early artists at Rookwood Pottery.
She died in 1959 at her home in Fort Thomas was
buried at Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati.
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Oak Ridge is a central Kenton County neigh-
borhood located just south of Taylor Mill. The busi- [
nesses and homes at the intersection of Hands Pike -
(Ky. Rt. 1501) and Taylor Mill Road (Ky. Rt. 16) serve
as a reminder of the small communities that dotted
central Kenton County before the wave of annexa-
tions that began during the 1960s.

Established early in the 1800s, Oak Ridge w.
a typical farming community. An Oak ridge Booster |
reported to a Covington newspaper in 1883 that == == =
Afpeace and friendship pl en
Ridge. 0

L

ht+ W t KNdND
At first, the new church was named Decoursey Creek
The names of early Oak Ridge families includggaptist, and meetings were held at a store on Klette
ing Hand, Klette, Lipscomb, and Senour survive as Road. Local physician George White donated land
street names. Latonia Lakes, originally a resort vil- e following year for a new, tatory white frame
lage, was carved out of Oak ridge during the 1930s. pyjiding on the east side of Decoursey, about five
miles south of Latonia. Today, this building is used
After Worlds War I, Oak ridge beganthe 55 a private residence. In 1872, the congregation
community. Annexations over the past 30 years havgestern side of Taylor Mill Road opposite Klette
almost removed Oak Ridge fromthe map,as CovindR o ad and the churchos nan
ton, Independence, and Latonia Lakes have parti-  Rjgge Baptist. That building now houses the Bruce-
tioned the area. Landmarks remaining include the \y50qd Presbyterian Church.
Oak Ridge Baptist Church and the Oak Ridge School

building, which now houses the Bible Baptist In 1879, a new or®om frame structure was
Church. built on the site of the current church grounds, on

property donated by the Richardson family. In 1942,

that structure was moved and placed on a new base-

Now part of the Southern Baptist denomina- ment. In 1958, services were held in the new brick

tion and a member of the Northern Kentucky Baptists anct uary during the chur
Association, Oak Ridge Baptist was formed in 1844 The old frame structure was razed in 1960 and a new
by 37 families belonging to the Banklick Baptist educational building was added on the north side of
Church (known today as the Hickory Grove Baptist). the sanctuary that same year.

Oak Ridge Baptist Church
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Poet, Educator, Civic Leader

Karl Lietzenmayer

Mary Florence Taney (Taey) was born in
Newport on May 15, 1856, to Peter and Catherine
(Alphonse) Taney. Her father was a nephew of Chig
Justice Roger B. Taney.
in America. Her ancestors sailed with Lord Balti-
more in 1632, when they landed in Maryland.

Mary graduated with honors from Immaculatg
Academy, the Sisters of Nazareth school formerly in
Newport. She never married and lived most of her
adult life in Covington, her home still standing at
312 Garrard Street. She grew up in the shadow of
her famous ancestor, Justice Taney, writing his biog
raphy, which portrayed a noble picture of the author
of theDred Scatiecision.

In 1889, Governor Buckner appointed her as
the first woman Notary Public. Shortly thereafter,
she was private secretary to the Collector of Kentuc
Internal Revenue at a salary of $1200 per year. He
gifts as a poet brought an appointment to write po-
ems for the Worl dodés Fai

Il n 1893, she publ i shea nr’ruseky

Ketl CITe s O1
Noted Pioneer Women, 0O accompannga bF)}(”aenccoemTaney
memorative poem following each sketch. On Novem- Kenton County Public Li
ber 10, 1895, for AKentucky Dayo at the Cotton
States and International Exposition in Atlanta, her Th tai chini
l yrics for the AKentucky S t, X nguniamns, fignah Ironere: set to

Await ﬁ1e touchnopaomaster hand;
For countless fortunes and wealth galore
Are hidden in this Promised Land

by Professor Andrew J. Boex (later published as sheet
music). The flowery lyrics of the first three verses are

as follows:

Beautiful State, where the bluegrass grows Mary was active in Covington and the Com-

Over rich pastures, broad and free; monweal thos Centennial ce
O beautiful State, how glows my heart founder of the Kentucky Audubon Society, member
With pride and love for thee! of the Covington Art Club and the McDowell Music

Society. She was a teacher, singer, newspaper corre-

Millions Ilie in thy fsgofidens prigafe sevretargand assistant editor of the
Treasures are in thy depths untold; Womends Club Magazine. F
The forge shall gl ow clubltieckes ahdwell kaowryfor hes dharitablenvgrk,
Praises of thy glory sing. s he, of cour se, favored w

Continued on p
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She moved in high society. She and her sister
Elizabeth (Mrs. Thomas Hardeman) were invited to
parties with Cornelius Vanderbilt, Speaker of the
House Nicholas and Mrs. Longworth, the Tafts and
An ormyoing feature reliving local headlines. were guests at th? Wh_ite House. She_ was known as a

This issue features: brilliant conversationalist, a clever writer and a capaci-

The Covington Joudhsliay 31, 1856 ty for making warm and lasting friendships.

In July 1915, she founded the Colonial
Pic Nics Taday Dames 17 Century at the International Genealogical

The teachers and scholars of the Sabbath  congress at The Panafecific Exposition in San

School connected with the Scott Street M.E. Church Francisco. This organization is perhaps her crowning
South, go to a Pic Nic excursiorify. achievement. The Dames are now sponsoring a Ken-

tucky Historic Highway Marker to commemorate her

There will be a Pic Nic gathering at the Fair life.

Grounds of the Kenton County Agricultural Society,

near Independence. A large crowd is expected. Mary Florence Taney passed away October 9,

1936 at age 80, and is buried at St. Mary Cemetery,

The AMerry Bachel ors FIMighglkentugke i v+ friends and

guests, proceed, per steamer Champion No. 2, to a
beautiful grove near Petersburg, where they will spend
the day. A joyous time is anticipated.

Singular Freak of Nature

There is now one exhjbition at cooperdés Hall,

in this city, a remarkable curiosity. It is a calf with a
head shaped like that of a full blooded Holj. The

ears, tail, and legs also resemble those of a dog. The

calf is two weeks old, and apparently healthy. It came

from a cow twentyvo months old, in the upper end

of this county. We advise the curious to call and see

this lusus naturae. This is the last day in Covington

New Ice Cream Saloon
The subscriber wishes to inform the residents
of Covington and vicinity, that he has opened an ICE
CREAM SALOON, in connection with his bakery
establishment. The saloon will be open from 9 A.M
until 12:30 P.M., Sundays excepted. All of my cream
| warrant to be of the best quality, pure and unadul-
terated. Any cream not giving the most perfect satis
faction | wish returned, and the money will be re-
funded.

Thomas E. Brickley
Scott Street between Fourth and Fifth
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