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1ls of Forest Lawn,
From Slave Plantation
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Theodore F. Hallam: Erlanger Pioneer
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If it weren’t for signs identifying Forest Lawn
Memorial Park, anyone entering its gates from Dixie
Highway [US 25/42] would be hard pressed to know
they were entering a cemetery. No grave markers are
visible from the highway - only gently rolling hills.
When one looks closer, the markers are visible, as flat
stones even with the ground. Forest Lawn’s garden
look seemed unusual to people when first initiated in
1935, but the site had an extensive and varied history
long before it became a cemetery.

In 1831, Thomas Buckner purchased 550
acres from Robert Johnson and John D. Watkins, the
original owners of the Virginia land grant. Buckner
built a large home known as Beechwood on the rear
of his property and operated it as a slave plantation.
Buckner was from an early Kentucky family, related
to Simon Bolivar Buckner, Confederate officer and a
post-Civil War Kentucky Governor. Elsmere’s Buck-
ner Street commemorates this early resident.

After Thomas’ death, his son Hubbard sold
the property to Caleb Stone Manly in 1851. The his-
tory of Forest Lawn actually begins with Dr. Manly.
A physician, Dr. Manly moved to this area about
1850 from the Deep South to be near his daughter,
who was attending school in Cincinnati. He formed
a practice in Covington with an office on the north
side of 11th Street between Russell and Washington.
Manly liked the area so much, he purchased Buck-
ner’s plantation. He chose a spot near the Coving-
ton-Lexington Turnpike [Dixie Highway] on which to
build a large Federal-style mansion.

Dr. Manly had a strong interest in botany and
introduced many new trees and plants to his farm.
The cypress trees still growing around the lake in
front of the property are reminders of his work.
While Manly owned the property for only eight years,
Erlanger residents will forever enjoy the improve-
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From Slave Plantation to Upscale Restaurant to a Lovely Cemetery
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ments he made. Manly sold the property to James P.
Garvey in 1858 and moved to Covington. In those
days, the commute to Covington from such a dis-
tance as Erlanger was a significant journey and since
he was a physician, the property may have become

burdensome in his advancing years. Manly died in
February, 1866.

James Garvey, of Cincinnati purchased several
additional parcels of land which connected to the
Manly property. Courthouse records show a deed
transfer in September 1864 to Garvey from an Asabel
Hathaway. Garvey made his fortune in tobacco and
probably bought the property for a summer residence.
He was wealthy enough to spend his summers at his
Erlanger estate and the winters in Florida. Garvey
made several trips to Florida for health reasons, as he
became an invalid for the last eight years of his life.

After the Southern Railroad opened in 1877,
Garvey opened a lumberyard nearby. He and his
partner, Dr. Charles Judkins, organized the Erlanger
Land Syndicate to develop the area. Much of Erlanger
was developed by this firm. Garvey died in March
1896 (age 78) at the home of one of his sons in
Anderson, Indiana. Garvey’s sons, Clayton and Clif-
ford, owned the American Wire Nail Company in
Covington and later moved the business and them-
selves to Anderson, Indiana. Two sons, Edgar and
Clarence, resided in Erlanger; another, William, was
an orange grower in Lee County, Florida. A sixth son,
Wallace, became a Chicago real estate broker. Garvey
Avenue in Erlanger commemorates this family.

The family sold the estate to Anna Elizabeth
Bedinger in 1900 for about $18,000. Elsmere’s
Bedinger Avenue commemorates her. The house re-
mained Bedinger home until 1913, when the prop-
erty again changed hands — to Covington-born Col.
Thomas Richard Cody in March 1865.






