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Bruces eventually landed back in Kansas City, the 
place of Maryôs birth, and it was there she later met 
and married businessman Frederick Christy Sharon. 
The pair remained in Kansas City until 1939, when 
they relocated east and spent time living in New York 
City and Connecticut.  When Frederick Sharon 
passed in 1949, Mary moved yet again, this time to 
live with her only daughter, Henrietta Bruce Sharon 
Aument.  It would be her son-in-law, abstract painter 
Carroll Aument, who would be the greatest influence 
in encouraging her to paint after seeing the illustra-
tions she had created for her childrenôs book.6 

  
Mary Bruce Sharon began painting when she 

was 71 years old.  From 1948 to her death in 1961, 
she produced 150 unique pieces of artwork depicting 

  Artwork has the ability to make us feel things.  
It has the ability to alter moods, to represent emo-
tion, to capture a moment in time, and in Mary 
Bruce Sharon's case, share memories.  Her chosen 
style was what is known as "primitive" and is defined 
as being childlike in nature.1  Also known as "naïve 
art," it is very simple in technique that is used to ex-
press it.2  This style was fitting to represent the be-
loved childhood memories Sharon depicted in her 
artwork and children's book due to the fact it can 
look as if it has been pulled off the highest place of 
honor for childrenôs artwork; the fridge.  Primitive or 
naïve art was a highly criticized art form; some dis-
missing it as a ñfolkò art practiced by the untrained 
and uneducated.  However, many supportive critics 
now point to the talent and emotional presence of 
many primitive artists, whether they were trained or 
not.  Mary Bruce Sharon was not trained, but that 
did not hinder her. 
 

Mary Bruce Sharon was born Mary Bruce 
Green on September 6, 1877 in Kansas City, Mis-
souri, to Richard Lashbrook Green and Henrietta 
Bruce Green.3  After her fatherôs death in 1878, just a 
year after she was born, Mary and her mother Henri-
etta moved into the St. James Hotel with her mater-
nal grandfather, Henry Bruce, Jr., who operated it.4 
Despite living in Kansas City, Henry Bruce, Jr., as 
well as the rest of the Bruce family, had strong ties to 
Northern Kentucky, specifically Covington.  Mary 
and her mother Henrietta would later move back to 
Covington for several years, and it was this period 
that inspired her artwork.  The Bruce family was well 
off, Henry Bruce, Jr. having been one of the founders 
of the Covington and Cincinnati Bridge Company, as 
well as its president.  Mr. Bruce had been instrumen-
tal in hiring John Roebling to design the bridge that 
now bears his name, and served as the prototype to 
the Brooklyn Bridge.5  Mary and her mother traveled 
often, as did her grandfather. They were known to 
spend time in several cities including Covington, 
Kansas City, Boston, and New York.   The lady 
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