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grandfather, Leon Lippert ( 1865- 1947). 
Lippert was a life long resident of Newport, 
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............ Meeting Notes 
The July meeting will be on July 9th, presenting the program Disciple of 

Duvenek, a slide presentation by Thomas J. Lippert about the life and work of 
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the Cincinnati Art Academy. For 20 years, he attended life classes presented on 
Sunday mornings by Frank Duvenek. 

Lippert was a noted portrait painter and maintained a studio in Cincin- 
nati for sixty years (1887-194'7). Lippert was known for his paintings in local 
churches: St. Stephen's in Newport, Sacred Heart in Bellevue, St. Joseph in Cold 
Springs and in the now closed Corpus Christi in Newport. Twoof his paintings 
"Fountain Square" (1929) and "A Life Study of John Cole" ( 1907) will hang in 
th e Cincinnati Art Museum when the Cincinnati Gallery reopens next Spring. 

Mr. Lippert will have copies of his well-illustrated biography of Leon . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  ........................ . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  lin5to;iji;;;;;;;;;;;: 
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Lippert for sale at the meeting. 

............. Board Notes 

At the June 24th Board meeting, the Board approvedan amendment,  
to be presented at the July meeting. It would require the membership fee to be 
onlyonetypeoffeeof$lO. Thiswouldsimplifybookkeepingformembership. 
The vote on thisamendment would beat the Septembermeeting. 

George Gressle is dilligently working on the data base for KCHS 
membership and subscriptions to NKH magazine using new software. By 
December 1, he thinks it will be complete and up todate. You may have noticed 
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If you have a problem with the expiration date, please let us know. If the 
expiration date on your label is past, please send in your renewal. 

August is our summer recess with no meeting. Please note that there 
will be an election of 3 Directors and Officers at the next meeting September 10. 
Carol Wenger has resigned from the Board, and San Juan Romem and Gmrge 
Gressle's terms are expired as well as the offices of Secretary, Vice President, 
andhsident .  SanJuanandGeorgearewillingtorunagain,butwewelcome 
other nominations from the membership. Please call the KCHS phone number. 

In July, postal rates go up with additional changes for bulk mailing. We 
will have to seal each piece, an extra step for those who fold and label. Please 

consider volunteering to help with the bulk mail. 

WEB SITE http//www.kenton.lib.k~.us/-histsoc/ 



Organizing Schools for the Education of Black Children, 1866-1872 
by Ted Harris 

The first recorded attempt at the on September 18,1870, when the the hands of the Sheriff, and can only be 
education of blacks in Covington, Methodist Church moved from Third reached by proper application to the 
Kentucky, was September 1866. The Street to a building on Madison Street, a County court." 
~reecJme& Aid society had established 
a s c h d  consisting of44 boys and 48 
girls with Miss Wolf as the teacher. 

On July 9,1869, in Louisville, 
the Freedmen's Bureau of schoolsfor 
Kentucky held a State Education 
Cmvention. The delegates elected from 
Covington to attend that convention 
were Isaac Black and J. W. Grant, but 
twenty other Macks from Covington 
also attended. The Freedman's Bureau 
would soon stop funding the efforts of 
the Freedmen's Aid Society. Major 
Stone, ofthe Freedmen's Bureau, 
stressed the need for blacks throughout 
the State of Kentucky to establish their 
own schods. 

Two schools were already in 
existence at the time. However, they 
were independent of the Freedmen's Aid 
Society. There was a need to combine 
their 1.esources. On August 4, 1869, a 
meeting was held to organize a school 
b o d  to take charge of the schools. 
There were two tickets with three names 
each placed on the agenda representing 
each church to be elected. On the ticket 
frwn the Methodist Church on Third 
Street (now Ninth Street United Meth- 
odist) were the names of King Gray, 
Jerry Moss, and Alexander White. 
Representing the Baptist Church on 
Breman Street ( now First Baptist on 
East Ninth) were the names Jacob Price, 
Mr. Skillman, and Mr. Robinson. 

On June 19,1870, the 
Freedman's Bureau proposed to build a 
school and allotted $ 1 5 , 0 f o r  the 
purpose. The condition was that the 
Covington City Council and school 
board provide a suitable lot. Neither the 
City Council nor school board took 
action on the proposal. 

The need for additional space 
was pa.ra.m~w{, so the black s~hool  
baud consolidated the two schools and 

- 
larger s c h d  was organized and a corps 
of competent teachers employed. 

On September 24, the black 
citizens of Covington petitioned the City 
Council at their next meeting. They 
asked them to act on the earlier request 
of the Freedmen's Bureau and donate a 
suitable lot to build their school. The 
November 17,1870 Cincinnati Daily 
Gazette gives this account: 

"There are seventy-four black 
children in daily attendance at the 
school lately opened in the Methodist 
Churchon Madison Street, between 
Second andThird Streets. Miss Perkins, 
a black woman has charge of the - 

school." 
However, by early January 

1871, school closed due to lack of 
funds, and reopened by late February 
1871. 

Trying to keep their school 
open without proper funding was a 
major concern for black people in 
Covington. Their concern prompted 
them to use a different approach in 
seeking funds. Jn their petition, they 
requested that the school board provic 
a separate school for the educa- 
tion of black children, the expenses 
to be paid out of the revenue derived 
from the taxes on property owned 
by black people. The petition was 
referred to the Committee on Law 
of which Judge Pryor was Chair- 
man. At the meeting of the school 
boardonFebruary 17,1971, the 
committee submitted a report, the 
substance of which states, "The 
school board has not the authoritv 

Based on that decision by the 
Covington S c h d  Board, the school 
continued in the Methodist Church. 
They raised the necessary funds by 
other means. In September 1871, the 
black s c h d  board decided to hire a 
Principal for their s c h d  with John 
McCleod being selected. In early 1872, 
William L. Grant had a meeting with 
several black leaders from Covington 
concerning a school building, the result 
being the Seventh Street School and the 
elementary school on Scott with an 
q e x .  

The construction of a school 
building for the education of Mack 
children at the close of the Reconstruc- 
tion period was the result of hard work 
which began in September 1866. 

This article was reprintedfrom the April 
1992 Bulletin 

to act in the matter, not having passes- Seventh Sheet S C ~ O ~  - "Co20redJ' There 
sion of the funds referred to in the is "colored school" indicated on a 1877 
petition. The account of taxes paid by map of Covington bul it is unclear ifthis 
the black people of Covington is quite is the one. 
small, not exceeding fifty or sixty 
dollars annually, and this money is in 






