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 While supplying coal to steam boats, Amos 
Shinkle doubtless saw much poverty among families 
living in shanty boats on the riverôs shores.  One 
story, found in the records, illustrates what might 
have been a common sight: 
 
 On a shanty boat moored on the Covington shore 
of the Ohio River, four little children shivered in the winter 
rawness ï alone. They were clad in ragged clothes, lack 
food, fuel, soap and water. They dared not run about for 
fear of falling into the sullenly rolling river just at armôs 
length away. The eldest, a girl of nine, watched anxiously 

Introduction 
 Until the first few decades of the 20th cen-
tury, only about 25% of marriages lasted more than 
ten years.  Unlike the present day, this was caused by 
the death of one or both of the partners.  In our own 
time, dying before reaching old age has become a 
much rarer event; about three-quarters of all people 
die after their 65th birthday.1  In 1850, only 2% of 
the population lived past 65.  ñWe place dying in 
what we take to be its logical position,ò observes the 
social historian Ronald Blythe, ñwhich is at the close 
of a long life, whereas our ancestors accepted the fu-
tility of placing it in any position at all.  In the midst 
of life we are in death and they meant it.  To them it 
was a fact; to us it is a metaphor.ò2 
 

The Need 
 This relentless and premature death rate left a 
significant number of children orphaned or in one-
parent families.  That one parent, particularly if poor, 
became hard pressed to attend to the basic needs of 
their children ð shelter, food and clothing, thus creat-
ing the need for orphanages to be established 
throughout the land.   Many existed here in Northern 
Kentucky.  In its early years, even St. Elizabeth Hospi-
tal provided a foundling home after the Civil War.3 
The Catholic Diocese of Covington later established 
an orphanage for girls in 1848, later admitting boys.4 

Amos Shinkle 
 Protestant Covingtonians eventually banded 
together under the leadership of philanthropist Amos 
Shinkle, to provide for the growing number of or-
phans. Shinkle was born poor in1808, became a river-
boat captain, then a coal supplier, and later the 
owner of river boats.  He became president of the 
Suspension Bridge Company after a disgraced Con-
federate sympathizer, Henry Bruce, engaged John 
Roebling before the Civil War.  Shinkle became a 
wealthy man. 
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