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KENTON COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P. 0 .  BOX 641 

COVINGTON, KY 4 101 2 

On Tuesdav. 9- 1996. at 7:00 D. rn. , the Kenton County Historical 
Society will hold its monthly meeting at the HOUSE. 254 m m  
budlow. K& In addition to a short business meeting, there will be a display 
of historical memorabilia relating to the house, past residents, and the city of Ludlow. 
This meeting will be free and open to members, guests, friends. 

This home was built (1900-02) while owned by the Latta family at the site 
of the residence of the patriarch. He was A. B. Latta (1 821 - 1865). a nationally 
recognized inventor of a quick heating steam fire engine, which became standard 
fire fighting apparatus--equipment which also gave rise to the creation of 
professional fire fighting departments in Covington and other cities around the 
country. Latta was also elected to Ludlow's first city council; he of course enjoyed 
prominence here after his great accomplishments as a Cincinnati manufacturer and 
gifted inventor. 

The ten room brick Latta house is a "duodecigon" (twelve-sided), a plan 
apparently envisioned by the inventor before his death, and executed through his 
SUMVO~S. 

THE NORTHERN BANK OF KENTUCKY, COVINGTON BRANCH 
THIRD AND SCOlT STREETS 

In February, 1835 the Northem Bank of Kentucky was chartered with 
$3 million capital. Covington, Richmond, Paris, and Louisville became sites for the 
four branches. In 1836 the Covington branch was organized with Richard Southgate, 
President, Philip S. Bush, Cashier, and the following as Directors: John W. Tibbatts, 
James M. Clarkson, William. W. Wade, Erastus Tousey, John B. Casey, Carey 
Clemons, George. B. Marshall and John T, Levis. William Emst (1 81 3-1895), bom 
in Pennsylvania, first became a clerk at the bank office in Lexington; in 1838 teller 
at the Covington branch; 1849 Cashier; 1867 President of the branch. While 
President his son, John P., became Cashier, and was later President. In 1839 
William Emst married Lydia Bush, his first wife, daughter of P. S. Bush, the 
Branch's first Cashier; they had one daughter, Amelia, who manied Robert Semple, 
merchant in Cincinnati. After the death of Lydia in 1841 William Emst in 1843 
married Sarah A. Butler, his second wife, and they had nine children, several 
prominent in banking, business and community affairs including John P., and 
Richard Pretlow Emst, major organizer and President of the YMCA. and 
Republican U. S. Senator, 1 92 1 - 1927. 

William Emst was also President of the Covington and Lexington Tumpike 
company, a director of the Kentucky Central railroad, trustee of Centre college at 
Danville, the Covington Protestant Children's Home, Linden Grove Cemetery, twice 
President of the City Council, an organizer in 1 84 1 and major financial supporter of 
the First Presbyterian church. Like the Bush family the Emst family 'lived in an 
apartment at the Bank located at the northwest comer of Third and Scott streets. 



Rev. Henry Tappert (1855-1929) 
Pastor-Musician 

by Karl Lietzenmayer 
Part of Sesgurcerennrul Prqieci, Mcrher qf God ~ u r c h  

1441 

Henry Tappen was born April 9,1855 in Dueren, Phineland. His older 
brother, William, born January 14, 1848 left Germany shortly before the 
Franco-hsian War of 1870, in the midst of h s  theological studies. Henry 
received his classical and musical education in the Rhineland and followed his 
brother to America in 187 5. -1 William was ordained by Covmgton's Roman 
Catholic Bishop kugustus Toebbe in 1872 after finishing his theological 
r;tudies at Mt. St. Mmy Seminary, Cincinnati. Henry Tappert finished his 
theological studies at the same institution, being ordained in May, 1879. -2 

1 Whereas, Father William was focused o n h s  parish and his German 

,i heritage, Father Henry was preoccupied with the perfection of liturgical music. -3 
It is the musical endeavors of Father Henry that is of particular 

i interest to w. Father Henry was an e n t h ~ s i ~ i c  proponent of the Clzecilian 
dkovetnerrr of Catholic Church nusic. The &ecifian Movemenr of the 19th 
century for the reform of Catholic ch -ch  11uzic had its roots in the late 18th 
cenwy and early 19th century relationshp of music and liturgy. -4 The 
movement originated in Germany. The advocates of this reform composed in a 
polyphonic style, ffequently unsccompanied in imitation of P-enaisswce 
polyphony but highly influenced by Romanticist harmonies. -5 

The brother-priests were both Caecifian mwiic advocates and. upon 
miving at Mother of God Church, found "Teacher" Hellebusch with a well- 
established Leutsche ?Singemesse ';music tradition. -6 However amiably or 
unwniably, after owr 30 years of musical and educational service, B. F. H 
Hellebusch left Mother of God to the C'aecifians. 

Father Henry organized a mixed adult choir in 1883, call~ng it the St. 
Gregorius Singing Society. The number of svlgers ranged from 50 to 70. 
IAelchior Abele was hred that same year to be organist and teacher in the 
parochal grade school. -7 Presumably, he accompanied the S t  Gregorius 
Society since the choir loft and placement of the new pipe organ (installed 
through the efforts of B.H.F. He l l eb~ch  by the fiehnken Company in 1876) 
console sgslnst the casework. made it rather difficu! to direct the  singe^ from 
the organ bench. -8 When Professor Abele resigned in 1895-6, twenty-year-old 
W a r d  Strubel begm his long career as organist, plqing for Fath~r Henry's 
choir. [see NKH magazin~, Vol I, No. 1, p w  2.71 



Before bemg admitted as a singer (a good voice was, of course, 
p r e m e d )  candidates had to take a two-year courze! Vhen they were able to 
read music resdily, even very difficult conlpocitionsprinra visto, they were 
taken into the choir. -9 Even th s  training in sight reading did not make the choir 
h a t  it was at its best for so many years. a choir, t h e ~ e  singel-s hsd ususlly 
three rehearsals a week: ;ometirnes four! -lo Father Henry taught the choir 
3b03t 220 different Choral l h s e s  besides a geat  many offertorymctets 
!:nlany with 6 or 8 partsj any of whch could be sung on any Sunday with pel-haps 
but one rehearsal for the more difficult passsges. -11 

When Father Tappert reached h s  fortieth birthday, he decided to begm 
intensive study of the pipe or- Sources do not mention under whom he 
mdied but. if references are to be believed, he preparedhwnself as a recital 
organist until his 511th year. -11 

At a rnima in Dlainsnno oinon at tha rnwinatnn rhiwrh htr Drrrfaccnr 
' L  ' W W U d .  ."A 'U.",d.* b";" ... .A" .dW."*'W" W.*Y.W.. Y J  * . W . . d d W .  

Singenberger -13 in 1896, the Gregorius Singing Society gave two sacred 
concerts; one made up r?f the best nlodern composers, consisting of 14 
nwnbers; the second concert consist of selections ti-on1 the old masters, and 
embraced 17 mbei-s .  -14 As may be supposed, much rehearsing was necessary 
for these concerts. Many of these compositions were written for 6 or 8 parts. 

.4ft~r 33 pars of existence, thic mixed choir had to be abandoned in 
1916 because of repercussions of fonner Pope Pius X's morupropno =a 
le sollecitudmi -1s regardmg his concept of liturgical rnusic. The new Bishop 
o i  Comngton, Most F.es. Ferdinand Brossart -15 issued an order as a result of 
the deceased Pope's wishes which, in effect, b m e d  women and girls from 
parish choin. Amale choir of 25 voices and a fine boys' choir were formed 
Se-ng after D~istrnss, 191 6. -17 

The morupropno of Pius X stated that whenever singing does not 
pertain to the celebrsnt and sacred nlinisters, it "belong properly to the choir 
o i  clerics? and that if singers are laynlen they are substitutes of the 
~cclesiastical choir." - l E  

Inparwaph 13,  he stated that "women cannot be admitted to the 
choir." Ihis law was not well obeyed, especially in the United States, where as 
a result, women sang in choirs with the tacit permission oithe local Catholic 
bishop. nis was true in the Covington E i o c e s ~  as well, under the episcopacy 
of Bishop Camillus Maes [promoter of the new Covington Cathedral]. Just why 
Eishop Brosssrt decided to enforce the banning of women by a deceased Pope 
is not clear, but enforce it he &d! Nothing more was heard !lorn Rome on h s  
xb;ect m i l  Pius :4I reinqsted worner. in c h o i ~  - as long E they 9s;red out of 
the s a n q ! !  -20 

Ihe find qpesrwce of the mixed choir h o r n  as the S t  Gregorius 
Singing Society was the Sunday folloanng Christmas 1 g16. -21 There are no 
clues as to how Faher Hew; Tappert felt about this directive, and if he did feel 
disgruntled at this order from h s  bishop, he certainly kept hi; opinions to 
himself Obedience tr? his bishap certainly was his first priority. R is known 
from the descendant o i  at least one of the women involved that there was 
considerable anger and resentment among the dlschsrged f~male  singers! -55 



The very next year, Father Henry Tappert received word from P-ome 
that he had been honored with the appointment of Domestic Prelatc of the 
Pope's Household, with the title of Monsignor. Pope Eencdict >LV bestowed 
it on Father Henry in recognition of his work in the field of church n~usic. 43  

Ey this time? he had labored industriously and gained a reputation as an 
authority. 

Father Tappen co~nposed - church music almost exclusively - all 
through his musically actively cat-eer. Among the known compositioi~s are two 
Masses, for t710 and four mixed voices; many s o w  to the Blessed Sacrament, 
some for mixed voices and others Car male voices. In his later ye-, he 
composed tnuch for male voices (ce~tainiy because of the change to ali male 
~ingers in 1916j. English wd G e m m  sacred song  for tv:g ru~d three voices, 
male, iemaie, and rriixed; also many songs to the Sacred Heart, Blessed Virgm, 
etc. sre smong his repertoire. -24 

While Father Tappen's con~positions deserve attention, it is as leader 
of a famous choir that he will always be remembered Judging from the 
repertoire of the choir alone, Father Tappert's choir nleasures up fully with the 
best of its kind in the nation. As F. J. Boerger s q ~  of his work: 

"We are conridoringi~ from an atistic point of vim. 
have read about the l h m r  Clvir of Leipig 

h. l,%IIe's k h  ah; PI. Vogt's Tenah a i r .  
ets. There are h a  S & h . M a L d A r t  Suit- 
tia. e t ~ .  dl over tkis peat GO- yet how mmy of 
?horn dl undertakr to ring an3 sing as we8 dl that 
the C o w o n  choir had in its rspoztoire." -26 

?he;e word; of praise, written about Father Tappert's work in I91 9! 
sum up an endemor set in a time of church music when c.horal singing wes the 
r,nm in Roman Catholic churches and that which developed at Mother of God 
Church was the best of that tradition. Pray God that wonderful &ahtion c w  be 
kept alive, for it i; truly worthy of the church and the v o ~ h i p  of God. 

1. Tht C.hu1-4 0.f MoAtrajCkd. A C#n(tnnlcr( Chmnklt. Sitter Mmy Cmrl i t r  Bnmgs. m, 
J ~ e ~ b n - b l f r ~ .  C o v i n g o ~  1941, page 38 @or~&er r9 f~ I I~d  to t S  B ~ g s  C#..rl#nnlal). 
2. Brungs. Ctnrdnnlni y a p  38. 
3. &ld page 39. 
4." Cat< l lJ~ .~  Mcwfitnc." Kmf GustavFellerer. h w f '  W c r l c w v  c/rWuflr, page 41. 
5. "iodr.lRm Ma~mdni." F. J .  MoIsc& ~a iho t l i  Ljlifi1or)ddlq V O ~ J  3. page 1041. 
6. Sce B X I .  "lbrbr" Rblbbsch(lt251SS5)WKH Magadnr, VolI.No2. 
7. Brims Cdnldnnkai page 60. 
3. Tho onginal console and action was a trackor tmochanicg and tho toyboard war i n d l o d  apinst  
tho pipe sarerork in the rear loft mth the o r p i s t  seatod facing the altar This mechanism md 
console was xmoved [rmriEehJ andthr presmt keyboards instdrdin 1357. 

. . .  



9. F. J. Bourn 'Cm&(k Chu-4 Mulk, Rt.Rtw. Modlfnor Clfnry Tmp#tri," fit h d ' h  Cu&l'& 
and Rttod  Ilo- 14 1319 lhoroaflor rofonod to as Boorgox. M u ~ l t ) .  
10. Boapx. mrrk 

nocoscmjpmoquido for ltho study of o ~ p .  
13. John Siagmborga (lS46-192f1 natmo of S d m d  studied at iiagonrblag Clcmany, 
hoadqumton oftho C u c c r l h  Ytrtln. m a t o d t o  Ammica. Foundodtho h o r i c m  C u t t l l h  
SM I+. 
14. Boorgor, M U S ~ ~ .  

15.i- If k l l d r ) i d h l ,  rnctuliroliiio of F G ~ P  Cius Y 1903. A mot .  pro~rio &. C~II one's own accora 
is h up at tho Pope's o m  accord, born no seal md lack  othorform&tios, m d  lhhoupb signed 
by tho Pope. is not accompmiod by tho n u t h o e  of a Bull or f n t y l l t n l .  
16. Most Rovorond Fordinand Wossart flP4P19W fourth Paman Catholic Bishop of Co6ngtos 
19161m. 
l?. . ' P h i  A g p # ~ r ~ n i t  O / M I Z # ~  CAolr." Clntl-rl T l m t s d r ~ ,  do comb or^, 1916. 
18. C o h o  10. Md;raF-HJS 1967. paso 131. 
19. Fag0 131. 
M. Jld. 
21. Muritmt s tmt  dlwlpilnn. mob propi0 of Pope Pius m. p ~ h 7 4  
.a. P w - o d  intmiou aith Marcia Witto Stratogios whoso gran&nothor. Holona Ididdondof sang in 
tho St. %.rim S i m g k  Secisiy and was dkmissod. Inlorviow, August 1441. 
13. C h t h c l  TLhtl-Sar. Po'romborllT) 1316. 
24. Cuthelit Ttltkru& Cincirmxta Ap126.1317. 
3. Boorgor, Mdli .  

MARYLAND CATHOLICS TO MEET 
The 1996 N a t i o n a l  Reunion of Descendants  of 

Maryland C a t h o l i c s  of Kentucky w i l l  be h e l d  i n  
Marion county  from June  28 t o  30,  1996. The 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  w i l l  be  t h e  h i s t o r i c  S t .  C h a r l e s  
P a r i s h  i n  S t .  Mary, Kentucky. 

A r e c e p t i o n ,  guided t o u r s ,  and a s p e c i a l  
banquet  w i l l  p u n c t u a t e  t h e  g e n e a l o g i c a l  s h a r i n g ,  
photo-copying and camarader ie  of r e g i s t r a n t s .  

For more i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
b l a n k s ,  c a l l  S i s t e r  Teresa  Wolking, 0 .  S .  B . ,  
a t  331-6979, o r  w r i t e  Maryland/ Kentucky Reunion,  
P. 0.  Box 7, S t .  Mary, Kentucky 40063 

The Messenger,  9-22-95 



**,*NOVEMBER REMINDER* * * 
YOU ARE INVITED TO A FREE CONIMUNITY OPEN-HOUSE PROGRAhI 

"HISTORICARCHAEOLOGY IN OUR BIG BACK YARD- 
CINCIMVA TI AND BEYOND " 

Come Earlv-It's Easy 
" DrivKar  Pool Downtown to the Omni-Carm Tower 
* Parking Available a t  Hotel 
* Take Elevator to 4th Floor-Pavillion Room 
" Room opens at 1190 am 

Sign-In a t  Our Registration Table 
Pick-Up Your Program Name Tag 

* That's I t 4 a n ' t  Wait to See You! -Now, Relax And Have Some Fun! 

Saturday, January 6,1996 
1:OU:OO pm, Pavilion Room; 4:0&5:00 pm 

Omni Nethtrland Plaza Hotel-Carm Tower 
35 W. Fifth S t ,  Cincinnati, Ohio 

Don't m h  this terrific opportunity to l a m  about the amazing world of historic 
archaeology-your historic put! Come u r ly  and enjoy our exhibits, displays, photo gallery, 
hands-on artifact activities and mystery games. Viiit our "Book Room" which h u  a great 
assortment of book, reportr and information about our historic past. Bring your camera- 
There will be re-enactom d m e d  in Civil W u  unifonis and some exciting surprises!!! 

J?romom OrPanizm; 
David T. CI.rWMark Wilde-Ramsing 
Anthropolow/Catholic University 
Washington, D.C. 20064 
Fax: (202) 319-4782 

HERE'S YOUR CHANCE: Do you know the location of m y  old historic building foundation 
(house, mill, etc.) in your area? Even if datmyed long ago. foundation remains often yidd 
interesting clues to our historic past. Bring the locational information to the program. This 
is a great way to develop mutual interests between archaeologists and the local community. 

*** IMPORTANT *** 
Bow many people do you think will attend the program ' 

from your group? Pleue call with your b u t  guess!!! 
Voice Mail (513) 956-7538 

Porkopolis Or Bust!!! 




