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Bulletin flpril 2002 

Thomas More College Lecture - April 6a 

Dr. Daniel Richter will present "Facing East from Indian Country: A 
native History of ~ a r l ~  ~merica" on the campus ~aturday April 6" at 1 :30 p.m. 
Thereisnocharge. 

Dr. Richter is a professor of history at the University of Pennsylvania and 
a TMC graduate. He has written a book of that title. 

An earlier work on Iroquois won a prize from the Orga~lizatio~l of 
American Historians. Phi Alpha Theta Honorary History Society and the History 
Clubare sponsors. 

For information call: (859) 344-3394 

Shortened 2002 History Day Well Attended 

Even though this year's event was without lunch or closing speaker, it 
w a s m d e d b y  118 pre-registrants andalmostan equal nunlberof walk-in 
participants. Numerous societies sponsored tables, incIuding some first-time 
arrivals, such as: Villa Hills History Group, Harrison Couw Historical Sodety 
~ ~ ~ ~ i n h a r t & ~ i n & ~ r d i s ~ k e t e d t h e i r b o o k s & s o I d s i g n e d ~ p i e s .  
Kepresentatives frmn the Kentucky Historical Society also maintained ~ V I ~ Y  
tables. KHS donated a $500 grant to help finance the event - one unique in the 
state. 

Thanks goes to: George Gressle, John Boh and Joe Gastright for spending 
most of the day tencbng the brisk sales at the Kenton table. Dan Carter, San Juan iYr. 
Kathy Komero, Peggy Lietzenmayer and President Jim Kiger helped 
registrationdesk 

If the participants missed the usual lunch, it was not apparent. Marry of 
the Heritage groups donated door prizes which were awarded at the end of the 
event- 

Covington History Book Project Continues 

The task force of Society members amtmne to 111eet monthly. A &OT 

NKU history major, Leigh Ann Ripley will be contributing research time to the 
project. The group is requesting participation from members dt: friends of KCHS to 
contribute ideas & data concerning the full range of Covington/Kenton History. 

Covington 1 2 ~  Street Update 

During must of 200 I, nleetings were held by c o d @  parties (inckhg 
Kenton Society) for a Mitigating Review under Section 109, required by the 
Fedem1 Highway Act when histork are halved h i g h w  -. 
Some of the proceedings have been reported in past Bulletins. 

The process has been halted by tlre Federal IIiglnvq Comnussion m 
consultation with the Kentucky Heritage Council. Apparently, the data used was 
out of date and number of stnrctures to be razed was considered exoessive. New 
aiternatives are now being formulated. Otn b a d  has been on record as oppshg 
the 12'" Street widening as proposed There has still been little or no press 
coverage of this di£ti~lt struggle. 



Trophy Acquisition Brings Story Into Focus 
Life of R. J. Dibowski (1875-1928) 

by Karl Lierzenmayer 

The Society was recently alerted to a 
piece of Covinflon's past being offered on Ebay - 
the on-line auction. The Kenton Sociev decided to 
finance its acquisition and was successful. 

The artifact is a trophy given to R. J. 
Dibowsb for "Best Decorated Building" during 
Cwington's Centennial Celebration in September 
1914. Mr. D i h &  was also secretary ofthe clty 
festivities. The trophy will reside in 
Behringer/Crawford Museum. 

This is the trophy awarded to "R. J. 
Dibowski - for Best Decorated Build- 
ing - Covu~gto~l  Centen~ual, 
September 12-14, 1914" 

Plwto by George Gressle 

In 1914, R J. Dibowski operated a cafe at 
#6 Pike Street - "That Neat Little Place." 1 [The 
building still stands and was used as a dress shop 
after Dibowski left - "Casse Frocks'' still appears 
in the entrance floor.] His father, Charles A, 
operated the "Odd Fellows Hall Exchange'' at 12 
East 5" Street. Growing up, Richard and his 
brother Gustave "Gus" worked in their father's 
establishment. 7- 

RICHARD 1. 
DIBOWSKI'S 

CAPE AND 
RESTAURANT. 

THAT NFAT ATITIATE PLAU- 
. . 

6 Plke Street. 
Covlnnton. KY- 
'I'HOXE LOUT11 BD7. 

The Dibowski Cafe on the corner of Pike 
Street  at Madison was apparently very popular, but 
by 1920 he had given up his cafe and entered into 
an entirely new enterprise - totally different from 
the restaurant business. He formed an association 
with the Wadsurorth family and with them in 1920 
became an organizer of the Wadsworth Electric 
Company located at 20 Pike Street. 3 Within two 
years, Wadsworth had erected its new facility on 
the site of the 1 1" Street site of the old St. 
Elizabeth Hospital. At thts writmg, the relationship 
Setween the Dibowski and Wadsworth families is 
not understood. 

Zn the 1920s, D i h s k i  was widely known 
throughout Kentucky and became a director of the 
Associated InchMries of Kentucky. In early 1928, 
the Association appointed Richard [because of his 
position as Secretary of Wackworth Electric] to a 
Committee of 40 Kentucky businessmen to confer 
with Governor Fiem D. Sampson about the status 
of Kentucky industries. 4 

Before he could conclude these duties, 
Dibowski died suddedy at his home, 20 Wallace 
Avenue, aged 53. His euIogy in the newspapers 
called him the "Dean of Scoutmasters." R. I. was 
scoutmaster for troop #8 stationed at St. Paul 
Evangelical Church, 1 1" & Banklick, hfi. 
Dibowski's church. His lay in state at the 
church accompanied by an honor guard of scouts. 
Two uniformed scouts from each Northern 
Kentucky troop were ordered to report at the 
church to serve in this capacity. s 

The funeral procession included a large 
number of automobiles when the body was 
transported from St. Paul's to its resting place at 
Spring Grove Cemetery. Several hundred Boy 
Scouts formed a rigid line of khaki on Pike Street 
as the entourage passed onto the cemetery.6 

Richard Dibowski was survived by his 
widow -Anna Oberschrmdt Dibowski, a sister, 
Bertha 0. Dibowski, and his brother Gus. No 
children were listed in his obituary. 7 



Ketztucky Post photo of Dibowski funeral perocession on Pike proceeding toward Madison. Scouts for111 rigid line on 
both sides as hid tribute to their beloved scoutmaster on lus way to resting place at Spring Grove Cemetery 

Endnotes 

1. Covington City Directories, various. 
2.  Covingtc~n City Directories, 1890. 
3. Kv. Postl 9 Jan 1928, page 1. 
4. [bid. 
5. Kv. Posr, 10 Jan 1928, page 1 .  St Paul 

Church burned in 199s. 
6. Ky.  Post, 13 Jan 1928, page 1 .  
7 Kw Pnvi 9 Jan 1998 on r i t ~  

January was Renewal Time 

Contributions Requested to Fund Trophy Acquisition 

The Covington Centennial Trophy was acquired from an E-bay 
auction for $53. Any members or fnends of KCHS who can assist in 
u1ldem7riting this cost are requested to send your tax deductable 
check for any an~ount to the Society treasury. Please indicate 
"Trophy" on the check or envelope. 

Please do your part to help the all-volunteer staff, and make renewal letters unnecessary. Send check to: 
Kenton County Historical Society 

P. 0. Box.641 
Covington, Kentucky 41012 

Rates are as follows: 
Membership in Society and Bi-annual Northern Kentucky Heritage Magazine ...................................... $22 
Senior membership in Society and Bi-annual Northern Kentucky Heritage Magazine ........................... $17 
Bi-annual Northern Kentucky Heritage Magazine only ........................................................................... $15 

. . 
Membership ~n Society only ..................................................................................................................... $10 
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