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KCHS Recipient of Prestigious HCK Awards 
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Holian Hardware Closes 
Karl J. Li-er 

EdwbHook, Jr-isthclastlinkina 
~ l e g a c y t h a t e x t e x k b a c k t o  1914. At 
age69,Edisrctiring,sclling~thestocka~d 
closingtheslorthehasownedfor34yearsand 
worked in longer than that Tbae isn't much 
that Ed amldn't repair or at least patch-up. 

BornNovemberSth, 1930toEdwin 
JohnandEvaJaneHoak,bisbirthtookplaceat 
home [3 14 East 41st !&eet, Latonia] by a 
michit% since old Doc G i i  couldn't gRt there . 
withhishorseandbuggy£astenough His 
Edther was a teller at C' ' "'s First National 
Bank 

By age 13, Ed was working in a grocery 
aud at 16 began as a clerk in Thomas J. Holian's 
Hadware Store at 305 East 40th Stnxt, Latonia 
N b u r b o f ~ g t o n  Hisfirstjobwastofill 
bins with nails fiom barrels almost too heavy for 
theyoungHoaktolifk 

Thomas J. Holian came from a 
hardwarehmilywhenheestabWdhis40th 
Street store about 1940. His father, Thomas A 
Holian was the Senetary-Treasurerpf the Martin 
HadwareCompanyatthepresentRitte'sComer 

TheMamnHardwanCompanyfirst 
p i n t h e  1914CwrngtanDirectory. Itwas 
a pa~Ina~&3 of AIbert G. Felton, Resident, 
T h o m a s J . M a r t i n , V i ~ a u d T h ~ m a ~  
A Holian, . - Secrqary-Treamm. This 3 man 
m a  ranamed u d  about 1930. Mr. 
Feltontytknwasno1~anassociatc;mdat 
mid-kzuk, Martin and Holian had serious . 
ctisagreemmtsandMartinleftthtfImL1 

arrived, they both took classes to learn repair. 
This became a large part of the business 5 
Father and son ran their own hardware 
businesses until the e l k  Holian P.A) d i d  
December 5th, 195 1. T. J. Holian W t e d  his 
Edther's store near Rittc's C o r n  and d a fire 
destmydthe40thStreetstare,hekeptboth 
stores in opesation 

'Ihomas A Holian retained the name 
"Martin -n until about 1950 wben it 
disappears fiom the records 2 Meanwhile, T. J. 
Martin's son William M pmbsai a little 
dectiamy~rmtions stclrt Caned "Miss Mary's 
Cady %rew m 1939.3 By 1954, this humble 
startgrcwintoJohmy'sTayStore(1lcrwwith4 
l d o l l s  in Grater Cincirmati)~ 

'IbtyoangaHoliantaughtEdHoalr 
evaytbing about the trade. Tbmas J. Holian 
wasoncaf thef irsr~Qdio~c ianp He 
tanghtthe~HoaktheaaftandwhenTv 

Ed Hook's Holian Hardware, near Ritte's 
Comer, Latonia on last week of operation. 

The younger Holian pd Ed Hook in 
chargeofthe40thStreetsto~eadsometjmein 
tbc mid-50s the store caught fire when a spark 
lhm the pnpmotor ignitedthenapthaomsEd 
was filling fiom a baml Mr. Hook managed to 
get a woman customer and himself out d the 
Mding before being burned. 

With only the Ritte's Comer store, Tom 
Holian prrt an addition to the rear, which 
~ t h c s t r u c h P c b y ~ e r y 3 .  Edworked 
with Holian rmtil thc latta did Angus& 16,1966 
atage56afterabpiddhe~6 EdHodrthen 
borrowedS500andpnchascd~businss~ 
his estate. He has contirmedthe Holianbosiness 
andont la s t edsevera l co~ t~s7  

Endnotes 



Admission: S7/d;ly. Convention held at the 
Jfcyguis Room of The Raclisson, 1 I320 Chester Road 
Cincinnati. Oho 45246. For mon: inlormallon a11 
(Mi(ui) 282-0333 or write Radio Nostalgia Ct>nvention. 
10280 (hnpwdLr Kwd. l*'lorcncc. KY 41 042 



History Day 2OOO 
Great Success! 

Letter to the Editor 

Over240pemnsattendedthe 
confbence this year. About 18 exhibitors 
attaededdisplaytablesfiomasfarawayas 
Trimble and Hardin Counties! 

Allafthepamcipantswereencouragedto 
create stcuy boards for their counties Many 
suba3itted very professional displays These 
boards will be combhed as a kivding display 
and monitcxedby the Cam- Coonty Society. 
Whenthedisplayispaperiyprepared,itwillbe 
aMilable for use by the region's he&agc groups 
fordis,layatcivicdgs,etc. 

Kenton's Society table was very successfuL 
Five new members signed up; $250 af Linden 
Gmve Cemetery boolcF were sold and; $99 of 
NKH S u b s c n i  were only some of the activity 
for the day. 

Hardin County has re-printed several books 
unavailable for a number of years. lEey are R 
Gerald McMurtry's [KCHS vice-president's 
Steve McMumy's late father] series on Abraham 
Lincoln's Hardin County connections. For 
example, Ben Hardin Helm was Lincoln's 
brother-&law. 

Robert Gerald McMwtry was born in 
Ehbethtown, Kentucky and attended Centre 
College. He became director ofthe Depanment 
of Limlniana at Lincoln Memorial University, 
Harrogiue, Term-. 

The titles are: 
Ben Hardin Helm 
The Kentucky Lincoln on Mill Creek 
The Lincoln Migration h m  Ky to Ind 1816. 
Monographs Concerning The Lincolns & 
Hardin County. 
Elhlxthtown, The Fvst Century (1779- 
1879) 
For i n f o d o n  about prices, amihb i i ,  

etc, contact the Kenton Society and the quests 
wi l l  be forwarded 

Treasurer's Budget Projections 
River Ridge Schod Graut 

Thereare~375KCHSmembcrs  
(175 at senior rate) and 5  Life mambtrships 
[SloO level]. 

O f t h e $ 9 2 9 0 d ~ a b o l r t S 6 0 0 0 i s  
budgeted for Nodern Kenhrcky Heritage 
magazhe. F ~ , c w e r O V e r 7 y e a 1 s o f  

Dear KCHS 
I am so glad that I discovaed your web site! 

Pleme acccpt my mmk!mbip application and my 
*fartk foIl~plblic€uiolls. .  . 

My m, Cbd~harles Vicenf was born in 
19080n40h~in~atania [slmu yearLatcmiawas 
incorpanrtedintoCovingtcm-ed]. Hewas them of 
Charles TrimMe Youmans and Lucy Mae Gardine. 
His Eathr was Edward B. Yolmvrns who, acording to 
the w, w s  a Civil War Vdaan and established 
theWeslyanMissianinLouisvilleIamjust 
beginning my qlomtions into the Youmans line, and 
I hope this d o n  to KCHS will give me a tang- 
ible dontotbeplrrt 

IamespecienyintaestedintheIhtoryof 
Trinity Fldhodist?JChurch, because Lucy seems to 
be partly rcspomiik far splitling the church. Here is a 
passagefivmmygrandfathes: 

My hhodnwnr ly~mMdsdanvnv l lmeef ing  in 
WiImora. Kamcky rhrra she c i a i d  "scmc~cation " She 
h a d f i r 4  in thc c h u d  who f.lt and believed as she did 
Ewnfu& this cmrrcd a split in tha congregation. A small 
~ p 9 c d m q y a n d d l i s h e d a  new church-as a 
diwdiwsion 4thc Pilgrim Hdhau Church A new building vvls 
e n c t e d o n ~ A v m w k h v r s n ~ & 4 4 * ~ h s n r ~ ~  
motha took iha fmnr'ty to this c h h  and my fmher did 
mthingtoaMlraoctthcmow* w h i c h h a d a p f d  
in fhmx on tha Yaumansfianrty. It reduced the hi ofour 
~ ~ ~ l ' a l  lifs and relah'onshps in tha Cm'ngton and Loronia 
communin'(u. 

Sincerely, R Scott Yonmaus 

Don't Forget The Licking River Cruise 
Satw* August P 2000 

Bwrds 1:30pfiom Queen C$y Riwr 
boats Harbor, Do& Drivd Drive,n, Ky. 

$1- 
Smdresavathn: 

Campbd Corm@ Eiiricai Soc& 
1 9 h t M a b S t r e d  

Akm&a, Ky 41001 

H i  Photos Sought 

The Bank of Kentucky, now head- 
quartered in the restored "Mosler Building" 3" 
& S a t &  Streets is searching fbr any and all 
histark photos ofthis structure. 

Ccmtact the Society with any pictures or 
postcards ofwhich you may have knowledge. 

plpils af R&x Ridgt School, Chscent Spine-  
vi Hills 



3. %in May's Cmfdaaay" was owned hy 
May Plocga. Miss Ploega resided in La lab  at 
kakfae1898adhafi&ormpdaawrsrsr 
scrmrrtrezr la1902aIlebcgrmrsmall 
c m f d a ~ ~ ~ t s d ~ o o l  arppiia aae i Ritle's 
Caaer. By 1904 l e  opcmal a 3719 
-theevmmrl r&essoftbekU Jdnmy'sToy 
Sore In 1939. W- Mmin purdmd b a  
mad l e n o  1onga.ppmr intheDimUoris 
Lisr Gilhmg lmglime hab residead[& 
wcty member], rrled t h  Mi= Plocgu 
ooatousdbs~estoreforrsbmttime~rnca 
lodm nmthe Labmia do01 aa 38th Stted 

4. Willi.mMmtmiSWaspmpridrxofrmirty 
m m t i l t h e  1954 Direday wh~theu8mc 
Ydnmy's Toy Sine" k U  qpara William M 
~ d i e d a t a g c 7 9 o f r h a t t a t t d M . y 2 1 .  
1999. khmy was Wliun's M a .  

5. Tam J. Hdim was born with bis hemt oo the ri& 
side ofhis Qect md was r d s  &at nun as m 
rdulL He was quite r good b.seb.ll s b m  (no 
pm mtendcd with his hagbt!) md played sani- 
pro hll a d g  to Ed Hook 

6. Obhury KP 8-17-1966: Thomas J H O W  56.9 
ATadh, hkeside pak. KY. wfie Patricia, 2 
zonr JIlmes P. md Thomas E. Ccnmley Brothas 
a ~ o f - g - ~ ~ ~  

7. W s  H . r d w ~ e  is now Lucille's Club and 
bdwehr's had r hardware dore n d  to the 
forms Karmdry T h e  

Erlanger Hardware Closes 

After more than a cennny of operation, 
Erhger Hardware closed its doon f0rever.h 
2000. Bemie Small, who has owned the business 
since October 1995, said he was lmable to re- 
locate due to the high cost of real estate in 
Erlanga. He did not want to continue to lease 
thepresentbuilding 

The lmsiness began in a building at the 
corner af Erhger Road and Dixie Highway (US 
25/42), that later became Scheben Hardware. 

The Schebew have been in Erlanger since 
thc189osAadyScheben,Sr.helpedes&blish 
his3sonsindifkentbusinesses:F~operated 
the hardware storr, Bill managed a bank down 
thestreaand Ax@, Jr. sqmkdthefecdstore 
across tbe highway. 

Thesto~thasbeeninitspresentlocation 
since 1925, being built by Erhger resident Bob 
Rice In 1947, SckbensoldthcbusinesstoEd 
Woo& and M q a n t  Reichle. 

In- W~soldthebusinesstctHoward 
DrmbarDidricin 1972, whoanmmedan 
~ g s s t a t i o n , g i v i n g i t a n T s h a p e .  
HowardstiIl owns the bailding 

Edwin Hook, Jr. in his establishment on last 
day of operation. (Staff photos) 

Just in at Bldrrss  PaMicrtioas: 
wnw. hlueypusopub. corn 

Home Sneet Kcrrbrcky 
by David & Lalie Didc 

This wondgll publication takes you on a 
journey with the authm thmugh the becicroads of our 
Canrm011wealt.h 

Home Smet Kentucky.. .a book to slow yw 
down, warm your hearf and lift you up. It'll take you 
~ m a n y f o r g o C t c n p i a c e s , ~ y o a t o p e o p l e *  
gendy don't make headlincn and give you a taste 
of the essence of Kentuckians - the good people who 
make the Commonwealth U@KL 

David Dick, Garmer CBS news c m c p m h t  and 
his wife Lalie have hveled aIl aross Kmbcky. 
DinsnmnHolncstrad(BooneConnty)haoahmcd 
chaptn- 

D a v i d & L . a l i e w i l l b e a t ~ s r a m u a l ~  
April 28* for a book siguing. 

$18.95 + 1.14Ky tax 
Free shrpping. Plum Lick Pubhbhg, Inc 1999, 

244 pages 




