
HISTORICAL SOCET Y 
Quarterly Review 

Board of Directors 1982-83 

Mr. Don W. Barlow President 
Mr. Paul Tenkotte Vice-Pres. 
PIS. Susan Ensweiler Secretary 
Mr. Andrew Herold Treasurer 
Mr. Mike Averdick Member 
Mr. John Boh Member 
Dr. Joseph Gastright Member 

Memberships available at $5.00 per 
annum. Contact the treasurer at 
1385 Vidot Ct. Lakeside Park, Ky.4101 

Gentlcmatl's cabriolet, about 1830 

L~LLle~er Smith Thomas was born in Cambridge, Massachusetts on J-une 19th, 1775. 
Trained as a printer, he moved in 1795 to Charleston, S.C. where he set himself up 
as a printer and bookstore owner. In 1810 he purchased the Charleston City Gazette. 
His friends included such men as John Randolf, John Hancock and Washington Irving. 
After suffering some financial problems he went to Cincinnati in 1827 and set up the 
Daily Commercial Advertiser and in 1835 the Daily Evening Post. 

In 1838 he was one of the developers of the South Western Railroad which was 
proposed to connect his old home in Charleston and his new one in Cincinnati. In 
1840 he published a two volume Reminiscences of his life and times from which this 
excerpt on Northern Kentucky is taken. Thomas died in August, 1844. 

( The ~oLLvwing exce4pX w h i t t e n  by Richatrd Yeudon J4. ,edi tot r  
0 6  t h e  Chatr&e&vn C v u h i e ~  W ~ A  p u b U h i d  'by E.S. Thvn~aA i n  
kin Keminincenca pp. 9 2 - 7 0 2 . )  

, On thc 31st ult., the second day after the barbecue, our callcd the Eagle Hills, forming one of the worst stage 
southern party left 1,exington in the stage for Cincinnati, roads I ever encountered. On the way, an old and de- 
distant about eighty-two miles, nt one o'clock in the morn- 
ing. It was with regret that we were compelled to 
travel twelve miles in the night time, to Georgetown, a 
thriving place with some 3000 inhabitants, as we were 
told that in the intervcning space we passed over one of 
the finest and most Iiigllly cultivated parts of I<entiwky. 
Beyond Georgctown, our route lay for a considerable 
distance ovcr a succession of steep and rocky elevations, 

serted church was pointed out to us, having the reputa- 
tion of being hnunted, the door, which was ajar when we 
passed, being said to4 assume that position of its own ac, 

cord, in  dcspite of all cfforts to keep it shut. Further on 
we came to a haunted dell, said to be perambulated by 
the headless form ofa murdered traveller. Superstition, 
you perceive, llas its abiding places, even in the westcrn 
wilds. At IVilliamstown, civilities were tendered 11s by 



the citizens and lawyers of the village, (it being court 
time,) and refreshments were voluntarily handed us, by 
the landlord of the inn, whcre the stage stopped for a 
change of horses, for which he refused compensation. 
When we arrived at the fine,farm and residence of Mr. 
A. W. Gaines, the stage contractor, about twenty miles 

from Cincinnati, we were invited to partake of a *hand- , 

some dinner, most hospitably and unexpectedly prepared 
for us, by that very courteous and pleasant gentleman. 

Not long after we left the house of, Mr. Gaines, the 
stage-driver, by driving furiously and- carelessly down a 
hill, and the striking of one of the wheels of the stage 
against on obstacle in the road, got thrown from his reat, 
nnd the horses took -- off with - an uncontrolled gallop 

- --I_Z_ 

for about half a mile. one moment we wcre-in imrni- 
nent danger of an upset, from a pile of rails, lying in the 
road ; but the horses made a slight dcviotion, just barely 
in time to pass in safety. Ono of our companions (Col. 
Mills,) and two othcr passcngers, who were outside with 
the driver, leaped from their scats, the first named with a 
slight bruise on the knee, the others without injury. The 
rest of us kept our seats steadily within the stage, and our 
perilous career was ultimately arrested without further 
injury, by the turning of one of our leading horscs, in a 

spirit of companionship, by the side of a nag, hitched ton 

fence, near a set of block steps by the way side, and the 
stopping of the other by a negro boy, who rushed to our 
aid from the adjacent house. The most serious injury 
sustained from this accident, was a severe sprain of the 
drivcr's ancle, n mcritcd punishment for his rasl~ness and 

at his residence in Newport. 

Although in his seventieth year, he is yct a jovial com- 

panion, full of animation, auecdotc and song. Born a 
Virginian, he,was an early settler in the West, and has 
lived to see tl~c,wilderness he first inhabited, teen1 with 
population and industry, and rejoice and blossom as the 
rose. His life has been one of much intorest and advcn- 
turc. During tlie war with Great Britain, hc scrvcd hon- 
orably as an officer in the American army ; and hc often 
relates, with patriotic and soldierly indignation, the un- 
fortunate chance which placcd him among those gallant 

fellows, who, against their earliest remonstrances and en- 
treaties, wcre surrendered to the British, in iln early stage 
of the war, by the cowardly Hull. 

Gcneril Taylor is also one of the most active and 
zealous friends of the great Railroad. In addition to llis 
subscripticn, and the troublesome duties of the director- 
shiphe has offered the company a free passage through his 
lands, and other valuable privileges, should the road ever 
find its dcsired terminus in the queen city of tho West. ' 

The morning after our arrival in Cincinnati was spent 
partly in receiving the complimentary visits and cordial 
welcome of the citizens, among whom was General Ilar- 
rison, the distinguished hero of Tippccanoe nnd the 
Thames, and the Ot~io candidate for the prcsidency, who 
was temporalily staying at our hotel. W e  then proceed- 
ed, under the auspices of Gen. Taylor, who had provided 
rcvcral carriages for the occasion, to ride about the city, 
and see as much as we could of it, in the short period we 
had to spare. The fine privatc residences and public 

folly. buildings, and the general appearance of bustle, industry, 
Having repaired 'the slight damage to our harness, we and prosperity, filled us with admiration as we passed 

proceeded on our journey, and, from Florence, rolled' through the spacious strects of the beautiful and queenly 
swiftly over a fine Mackadamized road, and tlirough a city. In the course of the morning me visited Mr. Bon- 
wild and romantic country, as it seemed by moonlight, sall, where refreshments were hospitably offered, and the . 
some ten or fiftccn miles, to Covington, on thc Kentucky party took a view of the city from the cupola of his 
side of the Ohio. A ferry boat then took us immediately handsome ~nansioa 
across the river, tho bioad surface of which was illumin- (cont inued i n  nex t  i s s u e )  
atcd with the silver light of the moon, and beineen nine 
and ten o'clock P. M. we were safely disposed of in the 
Broadway Hotel, an extensive and well conducted estab- 
lishmcnt in Cincinnati. < 

We pcrformcd our journey in company with, and undcr 
the auspiccs of Gen. Jnmcs Taylor, a -director _of-the 
great Railroad, and one of thc wcalthiest citizcns of 
JCentucky, who resides at Newport, another Kentucky1 
town, immediately opposite to Cincinnati. TO this ex- 

cellent and kind hcarted gentleman, wc were indebted for 
every species of attention and hospitality. He  did every 
thing in  his power to render our journcy plcasnnt and - -- 
comfortable, and never left us'until he saw us lodged in / -- 
our hotel, when he recrossed the rivcr, to pass the night / 

- 



M a r j o r i e  Meanwell donated a copy of  a 
Covington Female Seminary diploma,  1854. 

The L i b r a r y  Committee h a s  r e c e i v e d  a David L. Ringo donated numerous i s s u e s  
number of f i n e  d o n a t i o n s  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  pub- of t h e  R e g i s t e r  of  the1'Kentucky H i s t o r i c a l  
l i s h e d  r e p o r t .  They a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  Soc ie ty"  and t h e  " F i l s o n  Club Q u a r t e r l y " .  

Judy Hurley donated C a r t e r  g r a v e s i t e  
D r .  Joseph  G a s t r i g h t  donated:  Reminis- photographs  and i n f o r m a t i o n .  

cencesof  t h e  L a s t  S ix ty -F ive  Years by E.S .  Don Lubbers donated a p o s t c a r d  of "Cov- 
Thomas, 1840(con ta ins  s e v e r a l  e a r l y  d e s c r i p t i o n s  i n g t o n ' s  O l d e s t  H O U S ~ ~ .  

of t h i s  a r e a ) ;  a  Covington and C i n c i n n a t i  
Br idge Company s t o c k  c e r t i f i c a t e  be long ing  t o  
Rober t  Wal lace;  O l l i e  James Memorial Addresses ,  
1920; L a t o n i a  Jockey Club Meeting Program, 
1914 and L a t o n i a  Championship S t a k e s ,  1919; 
E a r l y  S e t t l e r s  i n  Campbell County, Kentucky 

(Lindsey f a m i l y ) ;  a s  w e l l  a s  numerous h i s -  
t o r i e s -  and a c t u a l  r e c o r d s  of l o c a l  Odd Fel lows 
and Knights  of P y t h i a s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and 
R o l l  of  O f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  L i n e . . .  
Who have Received Land ... I n  Kentuckv. 

Mrs. E l l s w o r t h  A u s t i n ,  v i a  M r s .  T.F. 
B i e r  donated a b i b l e  o f  Wm. Ranshaw and t h e  
True  American 's  Tex t  Book, 1855. 

Susan Logan donated a p i c t u r e  of  t h e  
Greer  e s t a t e .  

The l a t e  A l l e n  Webb Smith donated a f o l i o  
of m a t e r i a l s  on e a r l y  Covington;  a f o l i o  on 
Linden Grove Cemetery; s k e t c h e s  of  t h e  Beard 
and Kennedy homes; and a paper  e n t i t l e d  The 
Dan C a r t e r  Beard-Home: a H i s t o r y .  

John Burns donated a paper  on Dan ie l  Henry 
Holmes and Holmes' C a s t l e ;  m a t e r i a l s  on t h e  
Covington H i s t o r i c  In -Serv ice  Day, A p r i l  18,  ' 

1981; and The H i s t o r y  of Educat ion i n  Cov- 
i n g t o n  by H . H .  M i l l s .  

Don Baker donated a copy of  Linden Grove 
deeds;  a Kentucky D i v i s i o n  L.A.W. Road Book, 
1898; and B r a d s t r e e t s '  Book of  Commercial 
R a t i n g s ,  Kentucky, J u l y ,  1907. 

Ralph Murray donated m a t e r i a l s  on t h e  
L a t o n i a  Race Track ,  i n c l u d i n g  a paper  e n t i t l e d  
Go Well: Symbol of  Second E f f o r t  and two 
photographs  of GO Well ,  one framed. 

L e s l i e  A. L a s s e t t e r  donated Covington 's  
Schu le ,  The Temple of  I s r a e l ,  a  paper  on 
Coving ton ' s  former synagogue. 

Copies of S t .  Bon i face ,  a  house  of t h e  
Church, 1872-1980 were donated b o t h  by J i m  
Kiger  and B e r n a d e t t e  A l l g e y e r .  

The s o c i e t y  h a s  some e x c e l l e r l t  u;,-- 
coming programs i n  1982. Here a r e  j u s t  z 
few of them: 

March 2 - D r  A l v i n  Powele i t  w i l l  p r e s e n t  
a program on t h e  h i s t o r y  of p h y s i c i a n s  and 
medic ine  i n  Northern  Kentucky. 

A p r i l  6 - M r .  Greg Harper ,  c u r a t o r  of t h e  
Behringer-Crawford Museum w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h e  
museum's r e c e n t  C i v i l  War e x c a v a t i o n s  i n  t h e  
a r e a .  

May 4 - M r .  J i m  Kiger  w i l l  p r e s e n t  a 
program on t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  German Evan- 
g e l i c a l  Churches i n  Covington and s u r r o u n d i n g  
a r e a s .  

TREASURER'S REPORT 
(Dec. 1, 1981 - Dec. 31,  1981) 

Bank Balance  a s  of  Nov. 31,  1981 - $909.69 
Income f o r  December 

a )  Memberships - $73.50 
b )  Booksale - $49.50 
c )  Genealogy - $5 .OO 

Re a s e a r c h  
TOTAL $128.00 

J u d i t h  Hayes donated a H i s t o r y  of S t .  T o t a l  Disbursements f o r  Dec., 1981 - $62.90 
C e c e l i a  P a r i s h ,  1880-1980. 

J i m  Kiger donated a COPY of  a H i s t o r y  of TOTAL BALANCE a s  of J a n .  1, 1981 - $974.79 
t h e  F o r t  M i t c h e l l  F i r e  Department,  1928-1980. 

Oakley F a r r i s  donated a Map of G r e a t e r  
Covington C e n t e n n i a l  Week, 1914. 



On October 18, 1981, t h e  Kenton County 
H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  l o s t  a  dea r  f r i e n d  and 
co l lzague  wi th  t h e  pass ing  of Al len  Webb 
Fr;..ith. Xr. Smith d i ed  a t  S t .  E l i zabe th  Hosp i t a l ,  
:$firth a f t e r  a s h o r t  i l l n e s s .  He was 76 Years 

* o l d .  
M r .  Smith 's  love  and ded ica t ion  t o  t h e  

p re se rva t ion  and documentation of Northern 
Kentucky h i s t o r y  w a s  ex t r ao rd ina ry  and r e s u l t e d  
i n  h i s  pub l i ca t ion :  Beginning a t ' t h e  Po in t ' :  
a Docunented His tory  of Northern Kentucky 
and Environs, t h e  t o m  of Covington i n  -- 
P a r t i c u l a r ,  1751-1834. - 

To h i s  widow, M r s .  Marion F. Smith, t h e  
Kentoa County H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  extends 
h e a r t f e l t  sympathy. H i s  was a  unique and loving  
p e r s o n a l i t y  and h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  were s i g -  
nifieznt t o  t h e  p re se rva t ion  of t h i s  a r e a ' s  
h i s t o r y .  W e  a r e  saddened by h i s  depa r tu re  
2nd w e  w i l i  n i s s  h in .  

The long awaited p u b l i c a t i o n  on sma l l  
Kenton County cemeter ies  i s  now a v a i l a b l e .  
Those of you who have a l r eady  ordered t h e  
book w i l l  b e  r ece iv ing  t h e i r  copy very  st:c;rtly 
The books a r e  i n  l i m i t e d  supply. So p l e a s e  
p l ace  your o rde r s  now. The c o s t  f o r  s o c i e t y  
members is $15 pos tpa id ,  a l l  o t h e r s  $17. 
Make your checks payable t o :  

Kenton County H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  
c /o  M r .  Mike Averdick 
502 S c o t t  S t r e e t  
Covington, Kentuclcy 410 11 

Please  hurry!!! The p r i c e  of t h e  cemetery 
book will. be increased  t o  $22 on J u l y  1, 1382. 

MEhfBERSHTP and DUES STATEMENT 

The Zime ha6 come o n c e  a q a i n  X O ~ L  moht membem t o  henat X h o h  tnernbf!!q&~ 
i n  t h e  ,30c,i5ty. Plea32 lise 6&rn i ( " g o u  h a v e  n o t  a l h e a d y  bent i n  youh d u u  . kr.g ~ ~ e r u  
,ncmbet4 j o i ~ u i z g  a &uo y m  p&od ($101 i u L U  h e c d v e  a &tee copy  06 one  od f ie  
6 c U-oi~Cng : 

8 y . i n n i n g  at t h e  P a i d :  a Vocwnentcd His ta t ty  0 6  Norr;thetrn Ken tucky  and E n v h o n b ,  - 
2C1e Towrz 04  CuvingXon, Kentucky  i n  Pa/LticlLeah, 175 1 - 1834 by A a e n  Webb S d h  

Wu&~ide  Coving;ton, a @&kin T o m  b y  John H .  Boh and Howuhd W .  Boehmhe,~ 
Genteemen Fmm Xo C a y  ~ e a  SXudy 06 Wa.Phce Woo&, C o v i n g f o n ,  -- - Kentucky  by 

Pt. J o ~ 2 ~ h - E  G a X g k t  

NAME: E , t A h , M u . ,  Mn.,o& Ab. 
STREET A5VRE-$S : 
CITY on TOLUhl: \ b 

STATE: - 
PifOME: AREA CGDE f I NUMBER COUNTY 

. ~ . I E / , { F ~ ~ ~ ~  P: 
INRI VIDUAL.. .............................................. $5.00 . 

STUOENT. .................................................. $2.0 0 ( P l e a  c! 
CONTKTBUTING.. ............................................ $10.00 -- Check .................. BUSINESS, 7NSTITUTIONAL OR PROFESSIONAL. $15.00 One) 
SUSTAINING.. ............................................. .$50.00 
LlFETTME. .................................................. $100.00 

KEj,iEMBER ALL MEE:1BERSHlP DUES AND DONATIOEJS ARE TAX DEVUCT'IBLE ! ! ! ! 

AMKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Kenton Couvtty N A t o t L i c a l  SociQAy 
c / o  1%. AncLtw Hetold 
1385 VidoZ CR. 
Lakes ide  Patrk, Kg. 4 70 1 1 


