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Covingtonians la History 
John W. Stevenson 
John WkLte S t e v e ~ o n  wan born i n  

Richmond, Va., May 74, 7872. H h  mo.thm, 
Mahy Page Whi te d ied  at kin b i t t h .  H h  
dather, Andhw SXevenAon wan a membm 06  
.the V i r g i n i a  L e g h u e  604 many y e w ,  
and was S p u k e h  06  f i e  H o u e  0 6  D e l e g a t a  . 
Andhw was engaged i n  .the p a c t i c e  0 6  
Law i n  Richmond. Though a young man he 
wab a prominent membm 0 6  .the B a h ,  and 
devoted .great  cahe i n  kin aon'a educaJtion, 
g i v ing  kim evmy.  advantage o 6 ptLivate 
A choo L ing .  

When i n  7 8 2  7 ,  he went Xo Congrua 
ah a Rephu e n t a t i v e  @om V h g i n i a ,  he 
took  John u L t h  ILim A a t h a t  kin education 
mi9h.X be conducted undeh kin d ihec t i on .  
AX t h e  age 0 6  douhteen, John um entmed 
i n t o  Hampden Sidney Col lege. Thme he 
tremained u n t i e  t h e  end 0 6  kin aophomotre 
y m  wlzen he wan evLtmed i n  .the 
U l u v m  L t y  a 6 V h g i n i a .  H e graduated 
at f i e  age 0 6  e ighteen and wan immedi- 
a t d q  placed undm .the cahe 0 6  Hon. 
WihYoughby N w t o n  uti;th whom he ~ R u d i e d  
b and wan laXe.k a d m i m d  to .the bah. 

SXevenAon r e c e v e d  a d d i t i o n a t  
;t.lraining by auch men as Thomab J e 6 6 m o n  
and Jamu Madin on at an eahey age. The 
X q e  he ape& at MovLtpeLLm and Mont iceUo,  
a h o a t  as a membm oh R h h  @ n X i e ~ ,  

1 -  . 
9 .. rr . * - -.- . .  , John .W. ~tkenso l l  --- , 

produced a mmked i n i h e n c e  on Ctin 
chahactm. 

I t  wab Mr. Madidon who advhed  
SteveMan t o  Leave V L t g i n i a  and b e t t e e  i n  
Zhe w u t .  He at once doUowed hh advice 
and Lo cated i n  V i c h  bmg , Uib a h  d i p p i .  
Thehe he began ;the p m c t i c e  06  kw. I t  
wan a h d  a h u g g l e .  The bhA!Liancy 0 6  
Rhe advocate wab ao aought a d t m  by .the 
i n d i g e n t  populat ion Zhan .the a c t u d  
n e c u a i a e n  0 6  L ide .  He remained & m e  
bLLt a a h o a  h e  and f i e n  moved t o  
Covington, Ky. i n  1847. 

The choice 0 6  Zhe Locat ion  proved 
t o  be a 6otLtunate one 6ofi h i m  and he 
AOoM r o s e  Xo d i n a n c a o n  i n  kin ptrodunion. 
I n  1845 he wab e lec ted Xo .the KevLtucky 
LegA4h tum and w u  a - & c t e d  i n  7846 and 
7 h47. H A  a m v i c u  i n  Zhe L e g h L a h t e  
gave evidence 06  kin a b U u  u an 
a t ta rney  and Legin&&toh. 

T h h  wab ahown by t h e  people i n  1849 
U J ~ K  he waselected t o  t h e  Kentucky C o ~ f i -  
t u z X o n d  Convention wk ich  was chcvrged w a h  
t h e  duty 0 6  &&ng and amending t h e  S t a t e  
C o n ~ U u z X o n .  H A  f i n e  0 6  atudy and kin 
thorough knowledge 0 6  govmnment &owed k i m  
t o  Xake a Leading POAXOM at f i e  Convention. 



Skevew,on a mved an a UnLted S t a t e ~ s  
Conghua man hep4U ertting Kentucky' a S ~ I  
Dd-t)Lict  @om 7 8 5 7  .to 7 8 6 1 .  1n W aphme 0 6  
public a muice he maintained kin we&-emned 
hepuALion. In debate he w h p u s i v e  and 
held Rhe aLtenZion 0 6  Rhe Howe by Rhe p0we.h- 
6cLe phuentat iom and @ i t h  i n  kin p o u d  
p t inc ip lu  . H e wm choa en L t .  Govanoh i n  
786 7 and d W m  i m W e d  ah Govet~nof~ due ,to 
the death 0 6  Govanoh H h .  In 7 8 6 8 ,  he wan 
elected Govetrno/~ 06 Kentucky i n  kin own hight. 
He huigned ah Govehnoh jut bedohe kin tern  
06 oddice exphed i n  ohdeh  Xo hep4tA~nt  
Kentucky i n  Rhe United S m u  Senate. In f ie  
Semte ,  he wan hecogonized ad a leadea and 
commanded ghe& i f idhence and admirLation. 

When lLin t a m  ex@ed he texhtned ,to kin 
home at Xhe Nohthwut Cohneh 06 FowrAh and 
Gatt)rmd Sa2.  ucitiz kin wide od n e d y  6 o h t y -  
dive q u a ,  the  domm Uins Sibella Win~ ton  
whom he m d e d  i n  June 0 6  7 84 3 .  Theih union 
wcrn b l u a  ed w i t h  s i x  chikhen-John, Samuel, 
Andtau, Mmy, J u d i t h  and S W e .  Samuel died 
at an e d y  age i n  Feb4uatty, 1 8 5 4 .  

Stevenbon coul;tinued kin lcw ptacfice i n  
1877 and wan appointed Chied C o w e l  0 6  ,the 
KenZuchy C e n M  RaieLoad and numehou oRheh 
c o h p o w r t s  6hom Kentucky and Rhe e a t  c o a t .  
Stevew, on wan Clmiruncuz_ oQ .the _MQ.tioaa& . 
De,moctraalc Co~ve,nXion i n  7 8 8 0 ,  aX Xhe hecjuut 
06 Samuel J .  TiLden who wm dedtauded od fhe 
Ptruidency dom y e w  eatrfielr. 

When the  convention wail o v a  Stevemon 
treahtned t o  kin luoltative ptaotice unfil kin 
hetihement 6hom buninem i n  1 8 8 4 .  

ffon. John W .  S t e v e ~ o n  died avo y w  
dWeh at kin home at FowLth 6 Gat lha t~d  on 
Augwt 70lth, 7886  at lthe age od seventy-doun, 
Leaving kin widow and dive c k i e h e n  t o  momn 
kin loss .  

The biogtraphy on John W .  Stevemon w a ~  
exa2ucted @om an a h t i d e  e n W e d  " SkGch 
0 6  Rhe fide 0 6  Rhe l a t e  John W .  Stevemon" 
which appemed i n  Rtze Augunt 7aRh, I 886  &sue 
o i  the Kentucky S m e  Jounnd Nmpapeh. 

The s & e ~  " CovingXovtiam i n  H&tohyl' 
wiU a p p m  pedodic&y i n  Rhe aoCieXy's 
nwaleLteh Zo rnemohialize phominent CuvingXon- 
i a m  i n  om City 's  ILintohy. 

Welcome 

The ''Qu&ehey R e v i u  exXerzh a w m m  
cuelcome ;ta OWL n w  membm : 

Mtr. W,LLLiam M .  Mmfin, Covington 
Mu. Ray W .  Undekwood, E d g w o o d  
Ma. John P .  Sweeney, Edgewood 
W. Donald L .  A d m ,  Edgwood  
h4m. ludcth A. Hayu, Independence 

This Old House 

The ~ o U o d n g  w u  a u b d e d  b y  M U y n  
Fuchn t o  e x p w n  how and why P a t  WolwM: and 
h m  e l 6  cheated &eih wondm6UR pnu w w o n  
od " T h A  O l d  Howe. " 

The pnoject, "Tkin O l d  House1', a 3 paht 
s l ide  ptraevtta;tion 0.5 kintohic homu 0 6  
Kecubn C o u n t y ,  wan the  phoduct 06  c ihcm&nce.  
Mm. WolcoM: ( P a t )  and 1 w a e  dltiving dong 
duhing one 0 6  om many X t i p h  Xo the  C O & O U ~ A  
0 6  Kentucky when 1 chanced Xo bay, "Oh, P a t ,  
look at tha t  o l d  houne, 7 wondm who b u d 2  a?" 
Soon we began compiLing a L h t  od the  oLd 
hounu we k n w  and ZhuX Ut  g h u  ah oRhem 
conMbuXed. I n t a v i m  by telephone and i n  
peuon SoUowed. Many people gave un &a&. 
and d u u  t o  choice p iecu  06 k i n a 3 h y .  One 
p m o n  who ptroved a gheat u s &  t o  tk in  
endeavoh wan M ~ Q  Eha Tayloh. A & t e h  42 y W  
teaching g e n W o r a  0 6  Kenton C o u n f i m ,  ahe 
phovided w wi2.h many Leah and ivdtoduct io~n 
an we ;t/raveled a;thange, new ahea  o 6 lthe 
county. Even ah a n d v e  ad Kenton Coubdy, 
many hoab wehe n u  t o  me and Lent Xo f ie  
a p M  o 6 adventme. DwLing the  wintem a 6 
7976 and 1 9 7 7 ,  P a t  and 1 Ztudged Rhtrough 
waint-deep snows..MtkiRe-.$eQRi5g ulitlz the  
t echn icae i t iu  ad .the cameha, f ighabeta 
and M p o d .  ALL Rh~ough Rhe suRttry 
dUmmQh 0 6  1977 We & O V ~  OVeh hot, d ~ t y  
countty hoa&. Pa2 and 1 began Xo deel fihe 
ltLVo p o W c i a n s  an we shook hand ,  -tacked and 
intehviewed Rhe county' s p e a p k .  C o u d u a  
h o w  wehe spent i n  the cowLthaw u at 
Independence, keemndttia and Coving,ton i n  
ohdeh  t o  check d e e h ,  uLUA, m d a g u  and 
e d y  mapa . Both o 6 un gave up many 
Sundaya w& ouh 6amiLiu i n  ohdeh t o  
complete t k in  wotrk. A t  the  vehy beginning o 6 
Zkin wohk, PaX and 1 had agteed t o  concenttate 
on the  hunal and aghic&wLae ahem oua2ide 
the  cLty 06 Covington. T h h  um due t o  
the  6act tha/t Z h e ~  e w a e  ;the atrea d h h t  
aet;teed b y  ;the pionem &und.iu dhom VhgivLia, 
Mahyhnd, No& C~hof ivUL and Penmylvanh, 
nlany on h n d  g m ~ ~ % .  A h o ,  we 6QR-t t he  
homu i n  the  c i t y  0 6  Covington had been 
phoXogmphed by o R h m  doh  s l ide  pheLseM- 
iom and we d idn ' t  want ,to duplicate .that 
wohk. I t  wail Lbne, we d&, 604 the  county 
people t o  be hephehented i n  home hecohded w a y  
doh posl~~tLi/ty. In giving Rhe phoghamh 
bedohe ;the Kenton County H d t o h i c d  Society, 
we hoped t o  bhing aLtention Xo Xhh n u  
ohganizdon and iA need doh n w  m e m b m .  
Since P a t  and I phovided the  dun& doh 



,tfm em%e venak~e, we decided t o  chatge a 
a d  6ee when p h u e d n g  "Tkin Old  Hounen 
,to o t h m  gh0up.s. Tkib w a  Xo dedmy t h e  coat 
a 6 &tm,  pnocuaing and duel Soh OWL Rtraveh . 
We now chmge $12.00 doh tk in  p m g t ~ a m .  
Some 06 the  oqaniz&onh and dubb who have 
aeen Zhh Slide phueuttation m e :  
Daughtw o 6 the Ame~can R e v o ~ o n ,  
Paten& and Teachea haoCiLLtion, Senioh 
CCtizeru, Liom , O p f i - M A .  , Homemakm , 
B u i n u a  and Chwrch Women, and anatha 
C o u n t y  HAXohicd Society. A& 0 6  Rhue 
g h O U p h  seemed ,to &nd Xhe ptragham educativvlae 
alzd enjoyable. Most a a i d  they w i l l  an h un 
bad 60h ;the o;thm a e ~ L u .  Wm Lt wohth 
a l l  the  time, enmgy, expeMe and wo&? 
Indeed Lt w. Pcct and Z gained 
immeawreably i n  edumtion, acquairz;tancen 
and ~ h i e n c h k i p ~  wLth the  people 0 6  
Kentorz County. 8u.t moat ad &, we 
gained knowledge 06 f ie pioneem and t h e  
e d y  kintoay 0 6  OWL county thtough, 
"TI.Lin O l d  Houe". 

Elections 

The ;time h a  come once again doh a l l  
~ o c i e t y  membm i n  good a;taMding t o  nomi- 
and d e o t  n w  o d d i c m .  On the  lmt page 
0 6  Rhe nemleL tm you w i l l  dind a nominating 
b&ot. A U  rnembea m e  e l ig ib le  t o  be 
nominated. The oddice 0 6  Pauident ,  
Vice-Phuident, and Secnehmy m e  one yem 
; tern.  The oddice 0 6  Theanma d a &o 
yeah tern. One membe.4 w i l l  aRno be 
selected t o  the  B o m d  oh D h e c t v a ,  which 

a t h e e  y m  tern.  
The b&oA ahe t o  be m d e d  t o  t he  

ElecLion C o W e e ,  who wdX i n  t ~ h n  aelecA: 
&o otr %ee namineu doh each poaiXion. 
P leae  m a i l  Zhe b & o h  no U m  thun 
Augut 14 ,  7979, '  ;the comrnhXee neeah fie 
-time t o  count -the b&ofi and make a%& 
decinion. 

The deu5ion h~ be held dUtLiruj 
.the Septembetr 4th, 1979 m e a n g  at the  
Ke.nXon County Public L i b m y .  B&o& w i l l  
be haued,  coUected, and counted dwting 
X h i ~  meexXng o n l y .  S o  pLeane make plum 
t o  aXtend i d  you plan on voxXng. 

The l1~uatLte&y Revie.wtt would  l i k e  Xo 
extend i a 2  d e e p a t  appaeciation and ghatitu.de 
a: bi t .  John Boh, M t r .  P a d  Hcurhnn, 
h . Chetyl K ih , Ab . Vhginia  Reynolh , and 
h i t .  Gahy Edmonch on, doh the exemplaty 
amvice Rhey have given the  h c i e t y  dwting 
t h e h  ha p e d v e  t a m  i n  ad dice. 

Oral History 

Recently Mlt. Dan H d e y  oh the  C i n c i n d  
HdtotLicd SocieAy hequuted &.om uh a l&eh 
06 auppoht doh a gharzt p m p o a d  bedohe the  
NaLbnd EndowmevLt doh Xhe ti umavLi;tiu entiaYed, 
"The Cincinna;ti Neighbotrhood Sahdiu Pm ject. " 
H h  t e q u u t  w appmphiate becaune i d  appmved 
CoLLington wou ld  be one 0 6  t he  ttneighboahooch" 
involved. The p f iopoad  not onty aim doh 
&zen p a h t i c i p h n  buR d o ,  a p e c i d i d y ,  
doh ~ u h A m a n c e  0 6  ,the go& 06 the  local 
kintohicae aocieAia.  

The aitudy 0 6  rne&opol%an CincinnaLL 
neighbothooch would  involve the  une ad exinXing 
libnmy in6otmcuXon ,togetha wiAh Rhe 
coUeotion and development ad mohe mat&&, 
inCeuding O d  H h X o h y  X a p u .  A putttion 06 

Rhe ghant money would pay doh a small nunbet 
o h  auppoxtive a.ta66 wonhem. I t  a p p e m  tha t  
the  auccena o 6 tk in pao ject could ptovide a 
a igddicant  b o o a t  t o  OWL l a d  kintotry 
phogham i n  Kenton County. 

K E N T O N  COUNTY HlSTORlCAL SOCIETY 
F Z N C N C Z A L  REPORT O f  I N C O M E  AND DISTRlBUTlON 
MAR. 7 ,  1 9 7 9  t o  J U N E  30 ,  1979 

1 NCOME 
1 ndividud Membmkip 
C o ~ ~ b ~ o n n  
Ptro j ect  S a l u  

DZSTRZBUTZON 
PobXage 6 Siix.tionehy 
EvLteUainment 
NwaluXeh Coa-42 
Pho j ecA: Puhchah e~ 
Uin ce&neou 

CASH BALANCE 

Canh Baknce ( X o  h. 1 ,  7 9 )  $ 377.86 
C a h  Bukknce ( c w e n t )  ( 2 8 . 3 4 )  

TOTAL CASH June 30, 1979 $ 349.52 

Due t o  t he  lengzh od om ~.ihclt .fwo ah- 
Aids Xhe f i b h m y  committee hepokt w i l l  
not appem i n  t k in  ;inhue 06 the  "QuahtQhey 
Revim" . We w i l l  p u b h  h a complae hepoht 
@om the  commiXee i n  om n e d  d a u e .  



NOMINATING BALLOT 

PRESIDENT ( 7  y h )  

VICE-PRESIDENT ( I y h )  

SECRETARY ( 7  y h )  

TREASURER ( 2  q h )  

D 1 RECTOR ( 3  y h )  

PLEASE NOMINATE O N E  PERSON FOR EACH O F  THE FIVE OFFICES AND 
MAIL BY AUGUST 14Rh ;to: 

THE KENTON COUNTY HISTOR7CAL SOCIETY 
ELECTION COMMITTEE 

c / o  KENTON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
5TH E S c o a  S t .  
C o v i n g t o n ,  K e n t u c k y  4 10 1 1 

MEMBERSff7P AND DUES STATEMENT 

T h e  duu yeah h @om S p e t e m b u  I c l t  -tU Augun t  3 16t .  T h e m d o f i e  Rhe duu 
doh 1979 - 1980 m e  d u e ,  60  i d  you  h a v e n ' t  m a i l e d  y o w  we ' f i e  Arne you w i l l  waYLt -tU do 6 0 .  

NAME: Uins, UtLs., Mh., o h  M6. 

STREET AVVR ESS 

CITY OR TOWN 

STATE 

PHONE AREA CODE NUMBER COUNTY 

MEMBERSHIP: 
IN07 VIDUAL ......................................... $ . 5.00 ( c h e c k  o n e ]  
STlfDENT ............................................$ 2.00 ...................................... CONTRIBUTING .$ 10.00 
BUSINESS, INSTITUTIONAL OR PROFESSIONAL ............ $ .15.00 
SUSTAINING ........................................ $ 50.00 
LIFETIME ........................................... $100.00 

* P l e a s e  make c h e d  p a y a b l e  t o  "The  Kenton  C o u n t y  H h ~ k L c d  S o c i e t y "  
7 b S d 3 m  
Ft .  uitch&, Ky. 4101b 


