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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING AND PROGRAM 

On Tuesday Evening, November 13, 7:00 PM 
at the Kenton County Public Library, Fifth 
and Scott streets, Covington, Dr. Alvin 
Poweleit will speak on the HISTORY OF 
NORTHERN KENTUCKY MEDICINE. 
Dr. Poweleit has been working on an update 
of this history. Previously he was involved 
in the publication of A Medical History of 
Campbell andKenton Counties (1970) and 
the Bicentennial of Physicians of Northern 
Kentucky Past and Present (1977). 
There will be a brief business session before 
the program. The meeting is free and open 
to the public. 

Tuesday Evening 
November 13 
7:00 PM 
Kenton County Public Library 
Fifth and Scott streets 
Covington 

A CHRISTMAS BANQUET 
Elizabeth Chavez, Programs Chairwoman, has 
made preliminary arrangements for a Christmas 
celebration at the Coach and Four restaurant 
on Scott street, Covington, near the new 
Rivercenter. The Boone County, Campbell 
County and Bromley-Ludlow historical societies 
have been invited. Members and friends vith 
interests in activities of historical 
societies are invited. Mr. Karl Litzenmayer, 
musician and member of KCHS, may provide 
Christmas melodies if he can make arrange- 
ments including a piano. 



THE BEHRINGER-CRAWFORD MUSEUM 
In its galleries the Devou Park museum 
recently has been featuring an exhibit 
of paintings by Frank Duveneck and other 
early Northern Kentucky artists. Entitled 
KENTON COUNTY--CRADLE OF THE ARTS, this 
exhibit celebratesNorthern Kentucky art 
including many religious entries Admission 
is free to members. Membership rates 
include $8.00 for Senior Citizens and 
students, $15.00 for individuals, $20.00 
forfamilies. Membership also means that 4. 

you support Northern Kentucky's distinctive 
cultural and natural history museum. 

U 

THE HISTORICAL CONFEDERATION OF KENTUCKY 
On Saturday, November 3rd, the HCK, an 
affiliate of the Kentucky Historical 
Society, will hold its annual meeting 
at the Seelbach Hotel in Louisville 
The theme will be THE MIGHTY OHIO RIVER, 
PATHWAY TO PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE. 
Bob Gates, Director of the Kentucky folk- 
life program will be the featured speaker 
on river traditions and customs. John Boh 
(President), Dorothy Wieck (~reasurer), 
and June Hazlett (Secretary) plan to 
attend from the Kenton County Historical 
Society. 
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THE FEDERAL LEAGUE 
AT COVINOTOA 

T h i s  y e a r ' s  o u t s t a n d i n g  record o f  the  C i n c i n n a t i  Reds s e r v e s  a s  

a reminder o f  t h e  long-standing l o v e  a f f a i r  we a l l  have had..with t h e  

game t h a t  has  been c h l l e d  America*s n e t t o n a l  pastime. Everybody knows 

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no b e t t e r  way t o  spend a summer day than t o  t a k e  in a -. 

b a s e b a l l  game, and dur ing  t h e  win te r .  how many f a n s  become av id  members 

of  t h e  "hot s t o v e  league" a s  they  a w a i t  ano ther  .opening dayt  

In Covington such a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  opening day was probably f e l t  

s t r o n g e s t  i n  1913. For  some t h e  t h e  publ ic '  had witmessed 

the brewing o f  a r e v o l t  i n  t h e  major leagues.  Many managers and 

p layers ,  encouraged by  weal thy bus iness  paople, had openly expressed 

d i s c o n t e n t  w i t h  t h e i r  l o t ,  and t h e  moneyed i n t e r e s t s ,  eeger  t o  cash 

w in on p r o f e s s i o n a l  b a s a b a l l c s  p o p u l a r i t y ,  began l a y i n g  p l a n s  f o r  

formation o f  a new major  league.  

In  1913 it was decided t h a t  t h e  time was r i g h t ,  and a g e n t s  begatl 

r a i d i n g  t h e  majors  f o r  p l a y e r s  and managers. A new league, t h e  Federa l ,  

was t h e  outcome. Money proved nn i r r e s i s t n b l e  l u r e  a s  s c o r e s  o f  b i g  

names l e f t  N e t i o n a l  and American Langue c l u b s  f o r  those o f  t h e  Federa l ,  

and it was rumored t h a t  Covlngton would be home t o  one o f  t h e  new teems. 

John T. Powers became the  Fed 's  first p r e a i d e n t ,  and soon t h e  new 

league  was ready  to p l a y  b a l l .  The c i r c u i t  was oomposed of  six teams 

t h a t  f i r s t  year .  They represen ted  S t .  Louis, Ind ianapol i s ,  P i t t s b u r g h ,  

Cleveland,  Chicago--and Covingtonl Sam Leever, former s t a r  p i t c h e r  

w i t h  t h e  Pittsburgh na t i o n a l s  , was named Covingtonl s p la  yer-manager 

a f t e r  t h e  famed T y  Cobb turned down t h e  job. The l o c a l  c l u b 1 s  board 

of d i r e c t o r s  succumbed t o  a b i t  of n o s t a l g i a  when they s e l e c t e d  " ~ l u e  

s ~ ~ "  a s  t h e  team name. It was i n  honor of a n  o l d e r  Covington nggrege- 

t i o n  known a s  t h e  "Blue Stockings." 

.Sam K. Long, p r e s i d e n t  of the  new Covington o u t f i t ,  announced i n  

Apr i l :  "Covington has a t  long  l a s t  been placed i n  a position.. . to 



aupport  a  f i rs t  c l a s s  b i g  l eague  b a s e b a l l  team. Every d e t a i l  i s  now 

being arranged f o r  the  opening of t h e  season...There w i l l  be  no th ing  

amateurish about  i t  and Manager Leaver w i l l  have one o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  

aggrega t ions  in t h e  league...Work on t h e  park a t  Second and S c o t t  

s t r e e t a  i s  progress ing  rapidlyr..We w i l l  have a  s e a t i n g  c a p a c i t y  

of 4,SOO, and s e v e r a l  thousand can be aocomodated w i t h  s t a n d i n g  room." 

Opening d a t e  i n  Covington waf s e t  f o r  Hey 9 t h ,  b u t  t h e r e  aeemed 

t o  b e  some doubt t h a t  t h e  new b a l l  perk would be  ready  by t h a t  da te .  

Construction crewa stepped up t h e i r  work to 24-hours 8 day, l a b o r i n g  

a t  n i g h t s  under a c o r e s  o f  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s  whioh were a t r u n g  f o r  t h a t  

express  purpose. Happily, t h e  dead l ine  was met, and on opening day 

league  p r e s i d e n t  John Powers, who was i n  town f o r  Covington@s home 

debut  i n t o  Federa l  League b a s e b a l l ,  remarked: "I saw t h e  park s e v e r a l  

weeks ago when I was in  t h e  c i t y ,  and t h e  work o f  g rad ing  had j u s t  been 

s t a r t e d .  You can r e a d i l y  imagine my s u r p r i s e  when I f i r s t  saw t h e  

m a g n i f i c e n t  p l a n t  t h e  l o o a l  o f f i c i a l r  have constructed. .  .The s t a n d s  

a r e  p e r f e o t l y  cons t ruc ted ,  and b u t  few o f  t h e  s e a t s  a r e  a f f e c t e d  by 

t h e  p o s t s .  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  l a t e s t  innova t ions  i n  b a l l  park oons t ruc t ion  

have been used i n  Covington, and being t h e  newest ,  I can t r u t h f u l l y  

s a y  t h a t  i t  is  one of  t h e  most up-to-date parks  i n  t h e  count r j . "  

On May 6, 1913 t h e  Covington teem opened p l a y  i n  8 4-game 

a e r i e r  a t  Cleveland. A l a r g e  d e l e g a t i o n  of  f a n s  fol lowed t h e  

team on i t s  road t r i p ,  o n l y  t o  nee t h e  f i r s t  game r e s u l t  

in 8 10-inning 6-6 t i e  when it was c a l l e d  because o f  derkneaa. 

Loca l  f a n s  and a p o r t a w r i t e r s  a l i k e ,  were c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  Blue 

Sox had outplayed t h e  Clevelanders. When t h e  a e r i e s  was resumed 

t h e  n e x t  day though, t h e  Blue Sox s t i l l  managed t o  come o u t  on 

t h e  8hot-t end of  a  4-1 score.  The remaining 2 games of  t h e  

s e r i e s  were taken by Covingto,n, 5-3 and 2-1, and helped v i n d i c a t e  

t h e  l o c a l  f a n s ,  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  Kentucky n i n e  had been out-playing 

t h e i r  hoa t s  a l l  a long.  

Now it  was time f o r  opening day i n  Covington, and t h e  e v e n t  

wan gree ted  w i t h  unbr id led  enthuaiaam. m e  e n t i r e  t o m  was decorated 

w i t h  f166a and bunting,  m d  even the  v i a i t i n g  team from S t .  Louis 

u s e  given what was c a l l e d  "a rous ing  welcome." A g i g a n t i c  parade,  



complete w i th  a host  of  f loa  ts and bands, wound its way through the  

s t r e e t s .  The 'parade was accompanied by the  pealing of f i r e  b e l l s  

and the  s h r i l l  b l a s t s  of every f ac to ry  and steamboat whis t le  i n  the 

Covington Aree. Indeed, i t  was a parade t h a t  probably has never 

been equalled in' any o the r  c i t y  on i t s  opening day. 

Every box s e a t  had been grabbed-up e a r l y  r e  t h e  event promised 

to rank r i g h t  along wi th  the Latonia Derby aa one o f  the y e a r n s  
i 

leading  s o c i a l  events. Pre-geme ceremonies a t  t he  park included 

the  r e l ea se  of homing pigeons car ry ing  word of Covingtonls new 

p r i d e  t o  the  mayors of each c i t y  represented in the  new league, 

a s  wel l  a s  t o  the governore of eech s t a t e  i n  which the  c i t i e s  were 

loca ted .  For good measure an add i t i ona l  pigeon wen released 

ca r ry ing  a message t o  Pres ident  Woodrow Wilson a t  the  White House. 

Minutes before Hayor Oeorge Phil ippa threw ou t  t he  f i r s t  b a l l  hun- 

1 dreds  of small American f l a g s  were thrown i n t o  t he  a i r  by an 

ingenious motor embedded i n  the  b a l l  park grounds. 
1 

The Blue Sox did n o t  l e t  the opening day crowd of  over 6,000 

f ans  go away disappointed.  Player-manager Sam Leever allowed bu t  

s i x  s ca t t e r ed  h i t s  a s  t he  l oca l s  ahut  out  a  good at. Louis team 

4-0. The hometown f ens  were wild wi th  joy. 

A t  t h i s  po in t ,  and f o r  a  aho r t  time afterward,  t h e  outlook was 

very encouraging. Covington had a winning team and aome of the 

g r e a t e s t  names i n  profess ional  basebal l  displayed t h e i r  t a l e n t s  

before  the l o c a l  fans. Eventually however, the  novel ty  wore off  

and l o c a l  at tendance began t o  drop. Some claimed t h a t  t he  playing 

f i e l d  was too emall, while o the r s  s a id  there was too much competi- 

t i on  from o the r  fonns of amusements, but whatever the  reeson the 

p r o f i t s  were going down. The promoters t r i e d  many ways to encourage 

l a r g e r  turnouts ,  and even lowered a d d a s i o n  r a t e s .  f o r  a  time, it 

was hoped Saturday and Sunday crowds would he lp ,  bu t  adverse weather 

forced an unusual number of cancel la t ions  of week-end games. 

On June 24, 1913 the Covington Federal Leame basebal l  team 

passed in to  h i s to ry .  The Covington Amusement Company, which operated 

the  team, had voted t o  give up tho franchise.  



S e v e r a l  c i t i e s  immediately announced i n t e n t i o n s  o f  bidding f o r  

Covington's f r a n c h i s e ,  inc lud ing  Kansas C i t y ,  Mo., Toledo, Ohio, 

Milwaukee and Det ro i t .  Kansas C i t y  made t h e  s t r o n g e s t  b i d ,  and t h e  

e n t i r e  Covington team was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h a t  c i t y .  

A shake-up took p lace  i n  l eague  management a f t e r  t h e  Blue 

Sox moved, and i n  September Powera was rep laced  a s  c i r c u i t  p r e s i -  

den t  by  weal thy James A. Oilmore. Oilmore o f t e n  expressed open ~ 

contempt f o r  t h e  b i g  I ~ y e s '  monopoly, and promised t o  h i r e  

p l a y e r s  from any American o r  l f a t i o n a l  League c l u b  he could.  He 

u a s  determined t o  r a i s e  t h e  Federa l s  t o  t h e  ststus o f  a  t h i r d  

major l eague ,  and dur ing  t h e  upcoming 19111 and 1915 seasona waged 

u n r e l e n t i n g  w a r f a r e  a g a i n s t  t h e  two o l d e r  c i r c u i t s .  

On one occas.Jon the  Feds th rea tened  t o  b reak  b a a e b a l l  wide 

open when they brought s u i t  i n  t h e  IT. 9. D i s t r i c t  Court a t  Chicago, 

c la iming  organized b a s e b a l l  was i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Sherman Anti-  

t r u s t  Act. They demanded t h a t  a l l  a c t s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Comnission 

be d e c l a r e d  void,  and t h a t  a 1 1  p l a y e r  c o n t r a c t s  o f  t h e  American 

and N a t i o n a l  Leagues be  adjudged unenf orceable.  

Worried N a t i o n a l  Leame o f f i c i a l a  h a a t i l y  c a l l e d  f o r  a  s e c r e t  

meeting t o  d i s c u a s  peace terms wi th  t h e  Federa l  League. It was t o  

be  he ld  a t  Nsw York i n  December o f  1915, and l e d  to t h e  Federa l s  

i n s i s t i n g  on a  handsome pay-off f o r  c a n c e l l i n g  t h e i r  war. The 

Nationals r e l u c t a n t l y  agreed, and then c o m n i c a t e d  the  t e r n s  t o  

American L a n e e  o f f i o i a l s  who, a f t e r  aome de lay ,  f i n a l l y  gave in. 

Ihe  i n t e r n e c i n e  s t r u g g l e  which had c o a t  o rgan ized  b a s e b a l l  approxi-  

ma t e l y  $10,000,000 came to an end when t h e  F e d e r a l  League f l n s l l y  

passed from e x i s t e n c e  in 1916. The two o l d e r  l eagues  brea thed  

s i g h s  of r e l i e f ,  f o r  they were now apared a  p o s s i b l e  a d v e r s e  c o u r t  

r u l i n g .  

The Federa l  League never  achieved i t s  goe l  o f  reach ing  major 

l e a g u e  s t a t u s ,  and l o c a l  b a s e b a l l  i n  Covington r e t u r n e d  t o  i t s  

former amateur  and semi-prof e s s i o n a l  ranks.  (John Burns, D i r e c t o r )  



ST PAUL'S PROTESTANT EVANGELICAL CHURCH 
On September 22 a raging fire all but 
leveled a vacant church building at 
Eleventh and Banklick, Covington, which 
was being used for storage. Built in the 
1860s for a German Congregation of the 
Protestant Evangelical Church, its 
affiliation by the 1960s gave it the 
name St Paul's United Church of Christ. 
But over twenty years ago the congre- 
gation moved to Ft Henry drive in Ft Wright. 
One note: according to John Burns, the 
family of William Goebel, Kentucky's 
"assassinated Governor," held membership 
in this old church at the corner of 
Eleventh and Banklick. 

Please support your historical society. 
Membership in the Kenton County Historical 
Society for 1991 will be $5.00 per person. 
Programs, publications, activities. 
Please inquire, address above. 



'genton County Hi s tor i ca l  Soc i e ty  
P. 0. Box 641 
Covington, Ky 41012 

Kenton County Birthday, April  30, 1990 (150th)  
Covington .Birthday, February 8, 1990 (175th)  
Bromley Birthday, May 23, 1990 (100th)' 
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507 Russell 
Covington, Ky 41011 
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