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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM AND MEETING 

On T u e s d a y  e v e n i n g ,  O c t o b e r  2 n d ,  7:00 PM 
a t  t h e  Ken ton  C o u n t y  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  
C o v i n g t o n ,  M r .  P a t  Harmon w i l l  s p e a k  o n  
t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  L a t o n i a  R a c e  T r a c k .  

You may r eca l l  t h a t  o n  l a s t  F e b r u a r y  8 t h  
M r .  Harmon s p o k e  a t  t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
L a t o n i a  Race  T r a c k  His tor ic  Highway 
Marker  now located i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  
Amer ican  L e g i o n  H a l l  a t  3 8 t h  a n d  W i n s t o n  
Avenue i n  L a t o n i a .  

M r .  Harmon is t h e  r e t i r e d  S p o r t s  E d i t o r  
o f  t h e  C i n c i n n a t i  P o s t .  

The p r o g r a m  is f r e e  a n d  o p e n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  
T h e r e  w i l l  b e  a v e r y  s h o r t  b u s i n e s s  
s e s s i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  p r o g r a m .  

ANNUAL ELECTION 
A t  t h e  l a s t  m e e t i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e l e c t i o n  
r e s u l t s  o c c u r r e d :  J o h n  B o h - - P r e s i d e n t ;  
James K i g e r - - V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ;  D o r o t h y  
W i e c k - - T r e a s u r e r  ; J u n e  ~ a z l e t  t--decretary ; 
Ted H a r r i s - - D i r e c t o r .  P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  b y  
v o t e  o f  t h o s e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  t h e  b y - l a w s  
were s u s p e n d e d  s o  t h a t  f o u r  o f  t h e  f i v e  
electees c o u l d  s u c c e e d  t h e m s e l v e s .  M r .  
Harr is  w a s  e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  
t o  s u c c e e d  G e o r g e  C h a v e z .  The terms 
o f  J o h n  B u r n s  a n d  C a r o l  W h i t e h e a d  ( D i r e c -  
t o r s )  w e r e  u n e x p i r e d .  B u t  t h e  l a c k  o f  
c a n d i d a t e s  a g a i n  p o i n t s  u p  t h e  n e e d  f o r  
more  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by o u r  members a n d  
f o r  i n c r e a s e d  m e m b e r s h i p  b y  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y .  
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A KMTsCKY YMVENTOR 
by 

John Burno 

Horo it 18 n e a r l y  Octobor and time to bo t h i n k i n g  of  f i r s  

p revent ion  weok. Tot ,  how many Kentucklonr con nrmoa tho i n v m -  
I 

t i v o  goniuo who c a l l e d  Kontucky home and uhooo invent ion  

r o v o l u t i o n i r e d  fir0 f i g h t i n g  tochniquoo .round t h o  world.' For 

a h i n t ,  how about  t h i o ?  Ho war born i n  Ohio, b u t  l i k e  mo many 

o thoro  who war0 u n f o r t u n a t e  mough t o  bo born n o r t h  of  t h e  Ohio ,. 
- 1  

Riror ,  p r e f e r r e d  Kentucky ao h i o  home. Every Ohio rnd C i n c i n n r t i  

b i o t o r y  b u r r  i r  r r m i l i r r  w i t h  him nrme and deedr ,  y e t  it r e m e  r o  

though r e l r t i v e l y  few Kentuckionr have even r o  muoh 80 heard h i s  

oome 

So, you want l few more hint.? Y e l l ,  maybe t h e r e  w i l l  help. 

n i 8 , g e n l u o  woo born June 11, 1821, worked b r i e f l y  i n  r c o t t o n  

f a c t o r y  and o u b r e q u m t l . ~  i n  the  1. 3. H ~ V J  Yrrd r t  Y r r h i n g t o n ~  

D. C.,,becrmo l foreman i n  l C i n c i n n r t l m r c h i n e  mhop, and ln 

1664 w60 o l e c t e d  t o  tho  i i r o t  c i t y  oounci l  o f  L d l o w ,  Ky. Olvr 

up? Well, t h e  onswor, r a  every Ohio 6 t h  grade h i r t o r y  o tudent  

Imowo, i o  Alexander Ponner t r t t 8 .  

1. 

Lot to h imse l f ,  dropped o u t  of rchool o t  about  the  r u e  of  13. 

A f t e r  oome 7 y e r r r  and 3 d i f f e r e n t  employerr,  ypun(( L r t t r  accep t -  

. ed t h e  r u p e r i n t e n d m c y  o r  the Hrrknoso u r c h i n s  work0 In Clncln- 

n r t i .  There, i n  1845 he cons t ruc ted  t4r t h e  L i t t l e  Hirmi R r i l -  

rood the  f i r s t  locomotive t h a t  woe ever  b u i l t  wert  of  t h e  Al le -  

gheny Hounto in.. Thm,  00 i f  t h o t  wrrn ' t  enough, he se rved  r r  

t h e  engineer  on i t r  t r i o 1  run t o  Columbur ond re turn .  

'htb thon invented and pa ten ted  8 whole r e r i e s  o r  



Improvamrnta i n  r r i l r o n d  r p l ~ l l a n c n r .  Tt~n youthru l  m r a t e r  

mechanio a l s o  deelgned and b u i l t  a  l o o w o t l v e  f o r  t h e  Bbaton 

h Mains Rni l ro rd  t h a t  war probably the  wor ld ' s  moo t advenoed 

ateam engine f o r  i t a  day. Among i t 8  many innova t ive  engi-  

n e e r i n g  techniques war t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  c a r r i e d  8n e x t r a  p a i r  

of  a team'oyl lndera under  t h e  w a t e r  tnnk, t h e  ateam b e i n 8  taken 

back and t h e  exhnuat b e i n e  b r o u ~ h t  forward aga in  through 

p i p e r  f i t t e d  wl th  b a l l  jo in to .  

By t h l r  t h e ,  young Lat tn f e l t  financially r e c u r e ,  and on 

October  21, 1847 marr led  Cinc lnna t l ' a  E l i c a b a t h  A. Pawson. He 

hrd  always wanted what he o r l l a d  "a oountry rea idencem and now . . 
began eer loua  p lanning  f o r  auch a n  exclusive r i t e  t h a t  h e  hoped 

t o  e v e n t u a l l y  noquire  i n  Ludlow. It uea j u s t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ,  

i n  1046, t h a t  he  m d  h i e  b r o t h e r s ,  Edmundaon and P l n l e y ,  had 

e s  t a b l l s h e d  t h e i r  own foundry. They met 1 t up on t h e  lower end 

of C1nnlnnnt.L~n narc RLrr r t  Trem ullntr i t  urn h ~ u t  rltnr). L t r n l l  

t o  t h e  Ludlow f e r r y b o a t  l r n d l n ~  a t  the end o f  Weat 5 t h  S t r e e t .  

Even then, Lett. woe p lanning  f o r  l home i n  Kentucky. 

A f t e r  e v e n t u a l l y  m o v i n ~  t o  h i s  b d l o w  e a t e t a  Alexander a t i l l  

, . found i t  lmposslble  t o  d ivorce  himaelf completely from h i e  invan-  
.. ! 

t l v e  uoik. A c c o r d l n ~ l y ,  he noon saw to i t  t h a t  h i e  new Kentudky 

home a l r o  included a  r m e l l  work ahop and l a b o r a t o r y .  . . '.. 
Unquestionably La t t a ' a  a r e a  t e a  t work war done d u r i n g  n i n e  

months of. 1052 when he designed and b u i l t  t h e  wor ld@a f l r r t  

p r a o t i c a l  ateam-powered f i r e  angina, and than auooeeded in # a l l -  

i n 8  it t o  t h e  c i t y  of Cinclnna ti. It  ahould be noted t h a t  a  

type o r  ateam-powered engine had been daveloped f o r  t h e  New York 

Volunteer F i r e  Department an e a r l y  ma l e b l ,  b u t  i t  proved t o  be  

auch a  o l m a y  a f r a l r  and plagued by no many d l f f l c u l t l e ~  and 

Lmperfeotiona t h a t  it war taken o u t  of a a r v l c e  a f t e r  b u t  8 few 

months of i n a f f e o t i v e  use .  

L a t t a l a  new f i r s  eng ine ,  named t h e  Uncle Joe Rosa i n  honor of 

a  C i n o l n n a t i  Councilmrn, war given a  publ io t e a t  on January 1, 1853 



a t  t h e  oorner  o r  t h a t  c i ty ' .  2nd and Broadway. A f i r e  was l i t  

i n  t h e  e n d i n e * r  f u r n a c e  a r  r teem o f  f o u r  horaer  began t h e  t r r k  

o f  p u l l i n g  t h e  engine t o  t h e  t r i a l  r i t e .  I n  l e e s  t h e n  ten  

minute r  t h e r e  wrr rurl ' ioierr t  r t e r m  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  engine. 

The h o r a e r  drew t h e  engine o v e r  r e v e r a l  r t r e e t s ,  inoludlng 

. one wbioh proren ted  r r t e e p  downward h i l l .  C r i t i o r  maid t h a t  t h e  

b e a v  ~ n g i n ~  oould n o t  be  r r r e l y  taken down ruoh r  r t e e p  grade. 

The r k e p t i o a  though, had n o t  oonridered t h e  e f f e o t i v e n a r r  of  

t h e  b reak ing  power t h e t  could be e x e r t e d  by  t h e  ateam engine 

when d i r e c t e d  r g a i n r t  t h e  r e a r  wheelr.  

Once t h o  h i l l  war r a r e l y  desoended and t h e  e n g i n r  reachLd 

t h e  d e r i a r t e d  o i r t e r n  t h e  horeee ware detached and the  enginv'e 

pump. began whet tu rned  o u t  t o  be an unbe l ievab le  performance. I. - I 

- Among t h o r e  on hand f o r  t h e  t e a t  wea r company o f  t h e  c i t y * r  

mor t  experim s r d  volunteer .  w i t h  one o f  t h e l r  hip,hly p r l r e d  brnd-  

powered enginer .  m e  vo lun teer r  were o o n l i d e n t  t h a t  they  could 

e r r 1 1 7  o u t - p e t r o m  the  newly-bui l t  ateem englne am they  chore  

t h e i r  e t r o n g e r t  and mort experienced men t o  work t h e  hend-powered 

pump. When t h e  c o n t e s t  began t h e  vo lun teera  s t r a i n e d  e v e r y  nerve 

rnd e v e r y  murole r r  they worked t h e i r  p u p .  mien, L e t t a l a  

rteaa-powered engine  went t o  work. Soon, tho  ateem englne war 

throwing water  f 'rrther end f r r t h e r ,  end i n  l a r g e r  and l r r g e r  

I 
rmountr. The v o l u n t e e r r  oont inuod working t h e l r  pump r t  a n  

i n o r e r e i n g l y  r u r i o u r  pro., o n l y  to be f o r c e d  t o  conoede d e f e a t  

a f t e r  c o l l r p a i n g  i n  u t t e r  exhrur t ion .  

Iattr ,  who war mrnaglng t h e  ateam engine,  d e l l g h t e d  t h e  

crowd oC r p e o t a t o r r  by o o n t l r ~ u l n g  the  e x h i b l t l o n .  He turned 

on more rtclem, end tile r t reem of  water  went h l g h e r  and f u r t h e r .  

The orowd cheered,  rtomped, rpplauded,  rnd r t ~ o u t e d  l t a  rpprovul  

r r  i t r  member. were t r e a t e d  t o  more then h a l f  an hour  of  r d d i -  

t i o n r l  rnd  unachedulad demonrtrr t iona.  

o r i t i c r  wtio now m l n t r l n e d  t h a t  t l ~ e  heuvy e~~f i l r iu  cou ld  n o t  be 



a u o c e e s f u l l y  pu l l ed -up  t h e  h i l l  which i t  had o r l e i n e l l y  and 

a u c c e s a f u l l  y  desoondod. Aun l n  t l ~ o u ~ h ,  t h o  o n a l n e c  a  

a b i l l t i e a  r u r p r i s e d  t h e  c r l t l o a .  When t h e  ho reea  were  h i t o h e d  

t o  t h e  e n g l n e  and began  p u l l l n g  t h e i r  heavy  burden  they  mud- 

d e n l y  r e c e i v e d  enough a i d  f rom t h e  e n g l n e ' a  a team power t h a t  - 
t h e y  were  enab led  t o  speed  u p  t h e  a t e e p  h i l l  i n  wha t  ea rned  l i k e  

a  r eoord  t ime. Again t h e  orowd o f  a p e o t a  t o r n  o h e e r a d ,  atompad, 

app lauded ,  and ahou ted  i t 0  a p p r o v a l .  The c r i t l c a  were  strangely 

e l l e n t .  

For  t h o s e  who a r e  more i n t e r e s t e d  l n  tho  mechan ica l  a s p e c t s  

o f  t h e  new e n g i n e  it l a  wor th  n o t i n g  t h a t  i t s  b o i l e r  c o n r i a t a d  

o f  two a q u a r e  chambers ,  one p l a o e d  i n a i d e  t h e  o t h e r .  I h e  l n r i d e  

ohamber wan u t i l i z e d  a a  t h e  f i r e - b o x ,  and  c o n t a i n e d  a  mare o f  

h o r l r o n t a l  p i p e a  which c r i a a - c r o a a e d  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  b u t  e t l l l  

m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  ahape o f  one c o n t l n u o u a  0011. Steem and 

w a t e r  were  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  a p a c e  b e h t e o n  t h e  two chambers, and 

l t  wee f rom t h e r e  t h e t  t h e  w a t e r  was drawn i n t o  t h e  lower  end 

o f  t h e  0011 and p a a s e d  upward u n t i l  i t  reached  a  p o l n t  whara I t  

evapora  t ed .  

Once enough a team was g e n e r a t e d  t h e  pumps c o u l d  b e  depended 

upon t o  throw l a r g e  amounts o f  w a t o r  f o r  what were  previously 

unheard-or  d imtancea.  So t o o ,  t h e  e n g i n e  oou ld  o p e r a t e  f o r  ex- 

tended p e r i o d a  o f  t ime  w i t h o u t  e x p e r i e n c i n ~  t h e  humnn f r a i l t y  

o f  t i r i n g .  Indeed,  t h e  e n g i n e l a  c a p a b l l i t l e a  amrrad a l l  who 

saw i t  pe r fo rm,  and  prompted o n e  Ohio o f f l o l e l  t o  d e o l a r e  t h a t  

ouch a n  e n g i n e  would n e v e r  become d r u n k - o r  enRage i n  b r r w l a  ma 

t h e  volunteers were  known t o  do. I n  f a c t ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  d e c l a r e d  

t h a t  l t a  o n l y  drawback war t h a t  i t  c o u l d n ' t  v o t e .  

Lmtta 'a  a u c c e a s f u l  ong ine  n o t  o n l y  c a p t u r e d '  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  

o f  t h e  w o r l d l a  f l r e  depa r tmen t s ,  b u t  a100 became a  f a v o r l t a  rub- 

j e o t  w i t h  banJ  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a r t i s t s  who l i k e d  t o  d e p i o t  i t  b e i n g  

p u l l e d  b y  a  team o f  r a c i n g  f i r e h o r s e s  w h i l s  i t s  f l r e  box and 

o h i m e y  d r n m s t l c a l l y  npauad ouL dor~oe  c?ouds o r  nmoku. 111 f a c t ,  



t h i s  type of  pumper cont inued i n  use u n t l l  we l l  l n t n  the 20 th  

onntury wtlen the  job wns taken over  by motorized eguipaent .  
9 

r 
The engines t h a t  were mubsequently i n s p i r e d  b y  L a t t a * r  work 

helped ~ i v e  rise t o  t h e  prof  e r s l o n a l ,  pa id  f i r e  d e p s r h e n  t a  which 

now began to be  r a p i d l y  introduoed i n  rcrioum c i t i e s  of  t h e  world. 

One o f  thoae e a r l i 8 a t  pa id  deparbnonta u a s  t h a t  of Corinaton 

where t h e  vo lun teer  department  save  way t o  8 h l g h l y  e f f i c i e n t  . 
p r o f e a a i o n r l  o r g a n i r a t i o n  i n  1864. I h e  equipment whlch t h e  b i t 7  

r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  new department  inoluded rn r o t a r y - t m e  8tarm 

pumper which war ordered from a manufacturing ompsny  in Sene08 

F 8 l l a ,  N. ,Y. The C i r l l  War u rn  a t  i t s  h e i g h t ,  and a t rongly  

' Unionlat  Covington pron? t ly  c h r i s t e n e d  i t s  engine the  Ulyases 3. 

Grsnt  when i t  a r r i v e d  here  on June.26th. - 
The n e x t  dey about  1,000 r p e c t a t o r a  us thered  8 t  h t h  and 

R u r a e l l  S t r e e t a  t o  observe a  t e s t  o f  t h e  new ena lne ,  and were 

nmrrnd a t  wlrnt thny nru. I t  tnttt I t t c t  7 nl11t8I.nm Crcm 1l1. Lima 

a f i r e  wae k ind led  under the  b o i l e r  u n t i l  t h e  enalne waa f o r a i n g  

rn 1+ inch dimmeter atream o f  wate r  through 200 f e e t  o f  home, 

and throuing i t  an a d d i t i o n a l  220 f e e t .  When the  hore  l e n g t h  

war inoreaeed t o  1,000 f e a t  t h e  new engine r t i l l  threw t h e  8ema 

. . mire rtremm f o r  rn d l a t r n c a  o f  lk5 f e e t .  . . 

I There had been a  numbrr or Improvmenta i n  t h e  ,m8nufaature 

of .team-powared anginem by t h e  tlma Covington roqui rad  l t a  l l r a t  

much devloe. Utt. h i m r e l f ,  aubaequently b u i l t  r evera1  l i g h t -  

e r  an6 more lmproved enulnea which were adopted by a  number of  

Amerioan o i t i e s .  It nhould be  noted t h a t  he a l s o  per feo ted  a  

j -ubae led ,  s e l f  -p rope l led  e n ~ i n e .  Thin veh ic le '  s two r e a r  whrela 

were connected by rods  t o  the  aame steam c y l l n d e r r  whiah power- 

ed the pumpa. When t h e  v e h i c l e  reached t h e  acene of the 

f i r e  i t a  r e a r  wheel. were propped o f f  the  ground and tben 

ured aa f l p h e e l a .  

In 1062 t h e  Kentucky i n v e n t o r  declded to r e t l r e  from him 



work w i t h  f i r e  englnea and c o l l e o t  the  r o y a l t i e s  t h a t  were . 
o r f a r o d  t o  h h  by t l ~ o r e  Sirma t h a t  rucceeded hlm i n  the  

manufaoturo of  h l r  enginer .  

Retirement though, roomed t o  bold 11 t t l e  a p p e a l  f o r  Alaxrn- 

d e r ,  and t h e  l l g h t a  o f t e n  burned l a t e  i n  t h o  l a b o r a t o r y  and 

workmhop o f  b l r  Kentucky homo. Here, ho mado r number or h- 

provementr t o  t h e  n a t i o n l a  o i l - w a l l  machinery, and i n  1863-65 

auccoedod in in t roduoing  t h e  nanufac tura  o f  a e r a t e d  braad i n t o  

t h a  100.1 region. T h l r  method o f  m n u f a o t u r o ,  i t  rhould bo , 

noted ,  caumed bread t o  r i a 0  d u r i n g  tho bmklng proooar by i n t r o -  

duoing carbon d iox ida  i n t o  tho  wate r  t h a t  wee ured  in 

makkrg t h e  bread dough. 

U t t a l a  meohanical t a l e n t 8  and him modest r n d  r a l r - a f f a o i n g  

manner wpn him m n y  f r i e n d r  and admirarr  who, in Maroh o f  1864, 

7 a l r o t e d  him t o  L u d l o w * ~  f i r a t  o i t y  counoi l .  They r r e l e c t e d  h h  

i n  Pebruary o f  1e65, b u t  on A p r i l  2 8 t h  o f  t h a t  rrme year  h l a  

c a r e e r  u r r  c u t  s h o r t  when he waa ruddenly over taken  by death. 

L a t t a  war n o t  q u i t e  45 yearm-of-rga a t  t h e  t i n o ,  and war r a i d  t o  

have been engaged i n  mora of  h i a  l h v e n t i v e  work when a t r i c k e n .  

Ho waa t a k e n  t o  C i n c i n n a t i * r  Spr ing  Grove  Cemetery f o r  b u r i a l .  



LUDLOW-BROMLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
On S a t u r d a y ,  S e p t e m b e r  8 t h e  Ludlow- , 

Bromley Historical  S o c i e t y  h o s t e d  a n  o p e n  
h o u s e  a t  t h e  L a t t a  h o u s e ,  t h e  o c t a g o n a l -  
s h a p e d  r e s i d e n c e  i n  Ludlow, o n c e  a f u n e r a l  
home. Well o v e r  60 p e o p l e  a t t e n d e d .  A f t e r  
a v e r y  i n f o r m a t i v e  t a l k  o n  t h e  f r o n t  p o r c h  
by  a s t u d e n t  f r o m  M i a m i  U n i v e r s i t y  ( o n  
t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  L a t t a  much o f  w h i c h  is 
m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  e n c l o s e d  p i e c e  by J o h n  
B u r n s ) ,  some o f  t h e  p e o p l e  who a t t e n d e d  
r e t i r e d  t o  t h e  rear  p a t i o  f o r  r e f r e s h m e n t s  
u n d e r  t h e  h e a v y  c l o u d s  o f  a r a i n y  e v e n i n g .  

NEW MEMBER 
New members i n c l u d e  M r .  a n d  Mrs. D a v i d  
S t o l b e r g ,  C o v i n g t o n .  Welcome. 

A NEW YEAR 
Our Annual  M e e t i n g  a n d  e l e c t i o n  o n  
S e p t e m b e r  11 b e g i n s  a new y e a r .  W e  i n v i t e  
a l l  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  t o  
become members o r  to  r e n e w  m e m b e r s h i p .  
P l e a s e  d o n ' t  f o r g e t .  Membership  is $5.00 
p e r  annum p a i d  t o  t h e  T r e a s u r e r ,  P .  0. , 
Box 641, C o v i n g t o n ,  Ky 41012. 



THE KENTON COUNTY SESQUICENTENNIAL YEAR 
1990 



Kenton County Birthday, Apri l  30,  1990 (150th)  
Covington Birthday, February 8 ,  1990 (175th)  
Bromley Birthday, May 23,  1990 (100th). 
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