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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP PROGRAM AND MEETING

On Tuesday evening, October 2nd, 7:00 PM
at the Kenton County Public Library,
Covington, Mr. Pat Harmon will speak on
the History of the Latonia Race Track.

You may recall that on last February 8th
Mr. Harmon spoke at the dedication of the
Latonia Race Track Historic Highway
Marker now located in front of the
American Legion Hall at 38th and Winston
Avenue in Latonia.

Mr. Harmon is the retired Sports Editor
of the Cincinnati Post.

The program is free and open to the public.
There will be a very short business
session before the program.

ANNUAL ELECTION

At the last meeting the following election
results occurred: John Boh--President;
James Kiger--Vice-president; Dorothy
Wieck--Treasurer; June Hazlett--Secretary;
Ted Harris--Director. Please note that by
vote of those in attendance the by-laws
were suspended so that four of the five
electees could succeed themselves. Mr.
Harris was elected for the first time

to succeed George Chavez. The terms

of John Burns and Carol Whitehead (Direc-
tors) were unexpired. But the lack of
candidates again points up the need for
more participation by our members and

for increased membership by those interested
in local history.
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A KENTUCKY INVENTOR
by
John Bume

Here it is nearly October and time to be thinking of fire
prevention week, Yet, how many Kentuckians can name the 1nvon-.
tive genius who called Kentucky home and whose invention
revolutionized fire fighting technigues around the world.’ Por
¢ hint, how sbout thiat He was born in Ohio, but like so meny
others who were unfortunate encugh to be born north of the 'IOhto i-
River, preferred Kentucky as his home. Every Ohio and ctncinn-tl"x
history buff is familisr with his nsme and deeds, yet it seenms as
though relatively few Kentuckisns have even as much as heard his

80, you want a few more hints? Well, maybe these will help.
This genius wes bom June 11, 1821, worked briefly in a cotton
factory end subsequently in the U, 3, Navy Yerd at Washington,
D. C., beceme & foremsn in s Cincinnati mechine shop, end in
106} wés elected to the first city council of Lwdlow, Ky. Oive
up? Well, the snswer, as every Ohio Bth grsde history atudent

kno;u, is Alexsnder Ponner Lattas,

Latta meaolr, dropped out of school st about the age of 13.
After some 7 yesrs and 3 different employers, young Latta accept-
ed the superintendsncy of the Harknoss mechine worke in Cincin-
nati. There, in 1845 he constructed for the Little Miami Refl-
rosd the first locomotive that wes ever bullt west of the Alle-
gheny Mountains. Then, ss if thst wasn't enough, he served ss

the engineer on its trisl run to Columbus snd retum.

‘Latta thon invented snd patented & whole series of



improvements in railroad appliancea. The youthful malten
mechanic #lao designed end built a locomotive for the Bvaton
& Msine Railrosd that wes probably the world's moat advenced
steam engine for its dey. Among ite many innovative engi-
neering techniguers wes the fsct thst it carried an extra peir
of steam’oylinders under the water tank, the steem being taken
back and the exheust being brought forward sgain through

pipes fitted with ball joints.

By this time, young Latta felt tlnsnofally secure, and on
October 21, 18447 merried Cincinneti's Elizebeth A. Pawson. He

had always wanted what he cnlled "a country residence” and now

began serious plenning for such sn exclusive site that he hoped
to eventuslly acquire in Ludlow. It was just the previous year,
in 1846, that he end his brothers, Edmundson end Finley, had
estsblished thai; own foundry. They set it up on the lower end
of Cinainnati'a Race Street from whare 1t wan but & short atreld
to the Ludlow ferryboat landing at the end of West Sth Street,

Even then, Lstts was planning for a home in Kentucky,

After eventually moving to his ludlow estate Alexander still
found it impossible to divorce himself completoly from his invoen-
tive work. Accordingly, he soon saw to it thst his new Kentudky

home alsc included & smell work shop and lsborstory.

~
I

Unquestionably Latta'a greateost work was done during nine
months of. 1852 when he designed snd built the world's firlt
praotical ateam-powered fire engine, and then sucoceeded in sell~
ing it to the city of Cinoinnati, It should be noted that a
type of steam-powered engine had been developed for the New York
Volunteer Fire Depsrtment as esrly as 1841, but it proved to be
such a olumsy affalr and pl;guod by so many difficultlss end
imperfeotions thst it was tsken out of pervice after but a few

months of ineffeotive use.

Latte's new firs engine, nsmed the Uncle Joe Foss in honor of

s Cilnoinnat{ Councilman, was given & public test on Janusry 1, 185)



at the corner of that city's 2nd and Brosdwsy., A fire wes 11t
in the engine's furnace ss 8 tesm of four horses began the task
of pulling the engine to the trisl site. In less then ten
minutes there was aufficient stesm to operste the engine,

The horses drew the engine over seversl streets, including
one which presented a steep downward hill, Critics seid that the
heavy engine oould not be safely teken down such & steep grade,
The skeptics though, had not conaidered the effectiveness of
" the breaking power that could be exerted by the ateam engine

when directed ageinst the rear wheels,

Once the hill was ssfely descended and the engine reached
the deaignated oistern the horses were detached and the enging's

pumps begean what tummed out to be en unbelievable performsnces.

- Among those on hand for the test was a compesny of the city's
most experie and volunteers with one of their highly prized hand-
powered enginea., The volunteers were oconfident thet they could
eaaily ont-ﬁerrorm the newly-built steem engine as they chose
their strongeat end moat experienced men to work the hand-powered
pump, When thg contest began the volunteers astrained every nerve
snd every muscle as they worked their pump. Th;n, Lattats
steam-povered engine went to work. Soon, thu steam engine was
throwing water farther snd farther, #nd in larger snd learger
smounts. The volunteers oontinued working their pump at an
inoressingly furious psce, only to be forced to concede defeat

after collapsing in utter exhauation,

Latta, who was managing the steam engine, delighted the
orowd of. speotators by continuing the exhibition. He turned
on more stesm, end the stresm of weter went higher end further,
The orowd cheered, stomped, spplauded, end shouted its approvel
as its members were treated to more then half sn hour of addi-
tional and unacheduled demonstrstions.

[}
Even aftor thu domunatrstions endod there remuined those

oritice who now maintsined that the hesvy ougine could not be



suocessfully pulled-up the hill which it hed originally and
successfully deacended. Again though, the ongine's

sbilitiea surprised the critics. When the horses were hitched
to the engine and began pullling their heavy burden they sud-
denly received enough aid from the engine's stesm power that
they were enabled to speed up the steep hill in what a:emod like
a record time., Agein the orowd of speotstors cheered, stomped,
spplauded, and shouted its spproval. The critics were stresngely

silent,

For those who are more intereated in tho mechanicel aspects
of the new engine it is worth noting that 1its boiler consisted
of two square chambers, one plasoced inside the other. The inside
chamber was utilized es the fire-box, and contained a meze of
horlzéntnl pipes which eriss-crossed one another, but still
maintained the genersl shepe of one continuous coil. Steam and
weator were contained in the space between the two chembers, and
it was from there that the water was drawn into the lower end
of the ooll snd passed upward until it reached a point where {t

evaporated,

Once enough stesm waas genersted the pumps could bo‘doponded
upon to throw large amounts of wator for what were previously
unheard-of distences. So too, the engine ocould operste for ex-
tended periods of time without experiencing the humen freilty
of tiring. 1Indeed, the engine's capsbilities amezed all who
sew it perform, and prompted one Ohlo officiel to declasre that
such en engine would never become drunk-or engsge in brawls eas
the volunteers were known to do. 1In fact, the officlel declared

that its only drawback was that it couldn't vote.

Latta's successful engine not only captured the attention
of the world's fire departments, but also became & favorite sub-
Ject with many 19th century srtists who liked to deplot it being
pulled by a team of racing firehorses while its fire box snd

chimmey dromatically apewed out donne clouda of smoko, In fact,



this type of pumper continued in use until well into the 20th

oentury when the job wns taken over by motorired equipment,
(]

The e:glnas that were subsequently inapired by Lattats work
helped give rise to the professional, paid fire depsrtments which
now began to be repidly introduced in verious cities of the world.
One of those esarliest psid depertmenta wes that of Covington
where the volunteer department gsave way to a highly efricient -

professionsl orgenization in 1864, The equipment which the &ity

acquired for the new department included s rotary-type stesm
punper which was ordered from a manufacturing compsny in Seneca
Felle, N. Y. The Civil Wer was st its height, and strongly
Unionist Covington promptly christened {ta engine the Ulysses S,

Crant when it arrived here on June 26th.

The next day about 1,000 spectators gathered at Lth end
Russell Strests to ohserve s test of the new engine, snd wers
amarad Rt what they sew, It tnok Lut 7 minutan from the time
a fire was kindled under the boiler until the engine wsa farcing
s 1% inch dismeter stream of water through 200 feet of hoss,
and throwing it an additional 220 feet. When the hose length
wes inoreased to 1,000 feet the new engine atill threw the ssne

alze stresm for a distence of 145 feet,

There had been 8 number of !mprovemeﬁtu in tho|yanuflcturo
of stesm-powered engines by the time Covington scquired its first
such device, Latta himself, lubuoquently.bullt seversl light-
er snd more improved engines which were adopted by a number of
Ameriocan olties, It should be noted thest he also perfeoted a
3-wheeled, self-propelled engine. This vehicle!s two rear wheels
were connected by rods to the seme stesm cylindera whiah power-
ed the pumps. When the vehicle re;chod the scene of the
fire {ts rear wheels were propped off the ground end then

used as flywheels,

In 1862 the Kentucky inventor decided to retire from his



work with fire engines snd colleot the royalties that were -

offered to him by those firms that succeeded him in the
manufacture of his engines,

Retirement though, seemed to hold 1little appeal for Alo;ln-
dor, and the lights often burned late in the laboratory sand
workshop of his Kentucky home, Here, he mede s Number of im-
provements to the nation's oil-well machinery, and in 1863-65
succeeded in introducing the manufacture of sersted breed into
the locel region. Thls method of manufaoture, it should be
noted, crused bread to rise during the baking process by intro-
duoing carbon dioxide into the water that was used in
making the bresd dough, v

Latta's mechanicel talents snd his modest snd lolr-ofrloing
menner won him many friends and admirers who, in March of 1864,
eleoted him to Ludlow's first oity council, They reelected him
in Pebruery of 1£65, but on April 20th of that ssme year his
ceroer was cut short when he was suddenly overtaken by death,
Latta was not Quite 45 years-of-age at the time, snd was ssid to
have been engeged in more of his inventive work when stricken.

He was tsken to Cincinneti's Spring Grove Cemetery for burisl,



LUDLOW-BROMLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

On Saturday, September 8 the Ludlow-
Bromley Historical Society hosted an open
house at the Latta house, the octagonal-
shaped residence in Ludlow, once a funeral
home. Well over 60 people attended. After
a very informative talk on the front porch
by a student from Miami University (on

the subject of Latta much of which is
mentioned in the enclosed piece by John
Burns), some of the people who attended
retired to the rear patio for refreshments
under the heavy clouds of a rainy evening.

NEW MEMBER
New members include Mr. and Mrs. David
Stolberg, Covington. Welcome.

A NEW YEAR

Our Annual Meeting and election on
September 11 begins a new year. We invite
all those interested in local history to
become members or to renew membership.
Please don't forget. Membership is $5.00
per annum paid to the Treasurer, P. O,
Box 641, Covington, Ky 41012,

’



THE KENTON COUNTY SESQUICENTENNIAL YEAR
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