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On T u e s d a y  c v e ~ l i t l g ,  S e p t c t l ~ l ~ c r  11, 7 :  00 PEI, 
a t  t h e  K e ~ l t o ~ l  C o u n t y  I ' u b l i c  ~ , i b r a r y ,  
C o v i n g t o n ,  F'atlicr A n t h o n y  Deye w i l l  s p e a k  
o n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  S t  I l e n r y ' s  C h u r c l ~ ,  
E l s e m e r e ,  K e n t u c k y ,  T h i s  y e a r  t h e  c h u r c h  
h a s  l > c c ~ l  c e l c l ) r a  t i n c j  i t s  c e n t e n n i a l  a n n i -  
v e r s a r y .  
'I'lrcre w i l l  hc n slrort b k ~ s i r r c s s  r n e e t i n g  
b e f o r e  t h e  p r o g r a m  i ~ l c l u d  i r ~ c j  t h e  e l e c t i o n  
o f  o f f i c e r s  f o r  1990-1931.  
T h e  m e e t i n g *  a n d  p r o g r a m  is  f r e e  a n d  o p e n  t o  
t h e  ~ m b l i c .  
* k ' i f t l ~  a n d  S c o t t  streets, ~ o v i n q t o n  
Isf,Isc'l' c O N  
Flcnlbcrs a r c  asI<ec1 t o  non i i t l a t c  p e r s o n s  t o  
r u n  f o r  tllese o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  K e n t o n  C o u n t y  
I I i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .  

P r e s i d e n t  - 
Vice p r e s i d c ~ ~ C  

S e c r e b a r y  -- 
T r e a s u r e r  

Director 

T h e  K e r l t o ~ l  Ookltlty I l i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  was  
o r i g i n a l l y  s p o n s o r e d  b y  tlle Ketl ton C o u n t y  
1 , i b r a r y  a n d  o t h e r  c i v i c  o r c j a t l i z a t i o t l s  a n d  
p e r s o n s .  Airy c i  t i z c t l  i n  rjootl s t a t l d i n g  llas 
a  r i . q l l t  to  p n r t : i c i l m t e  i n  t h e  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  
a c t ; i v i . k i c n .  A s  wi t:ll rlintly sr~clr o r q a n i z n t i . o n s  
Clllis ?r~e trc!cd!: nlol-o \ ) i ~ l : t .  i c i ~ , ; ~  t i o t l  atrd i t i [ ) r l C  
f r o m  interested ~ ) a r t i c s .  



IIISTORIC SITES 
On August 23rd; a b o u t  t w e n t y - f i v e  p e o p l e  
a t t e n d e d  t h e  u n v e i l i n g  o f  a  new h i s t o r i c  
highway marker  i n  M a i n s t r a s s e  cornmemo- 
r a t i n g  t h e  S l a v e  Escape  from Main street 
a c r o s s  t h e  Ohio r i v e r  i n  1856. Mr..Ted 
H a r r i s ,  Covington r e s i d e n t  and Afro-Amer- 
i c a n  h i s t o r i a n ,  spoke b r i e f l y .  C i t y  Commis- 
s i o n e r  C a l l e r y  a l s o  commented r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  marker--one o f  a  
s e r i e s  f i n a n c e d  by t h e  c i t y  which i d e n t i f i e s  
p e o p l e  or e v e n t s  o f  n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  
John Burns from t h e  Kenton County Historical  
S o c i e t y  he lped  t h e  Kentucky H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y  p r e p a r e  t h e  t e x t .  You may r e c a l l  
h i s  condensed e s s a y  e n t i t l e d ,  "Margare t  
Garner ,  Murderess  o r  H e r o i i n e ? "  which q 

p o r t r a y e d  t h e  S l a v e  Escape  i n  a  p r e v i o u s  
i s s u e  o f  t h e  R E  V I E W. 

I 

A CRESCENT SPRINGS,-VILLA HILLS GRAVE YARD 
w e  have r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  a  letter which 
e x p r e s s e s  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  
a p i o n e e r  g r a v e  y a r d  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  resi- 
d e n t i a l  development  i n  V i l l a  H i l l s .  Although 
t h e  d e v e l o p e r  acknowledges awareness  o f  t h e  
g r a v e s ,  a n d , o f  p l a n s  t o  b u i l d  around them, 
t h e  w r i t e r  n e v e r t h e l e s s  i s  concerned because  
t h e  markers  a r e  a l r e a d y  overgrown w i t h  weeds, 
s i g n i f y i n g  l a c k  of  a t t e n t i o n .  The " R i a  
V i s t a  Subd iv i s ion1 '  h a s  ongoing a c h i v i t i e s  
v e r y  c l o s e  by which m i g h t  p o s e  t h e  t h r e a t .  
The w r i t e r  c o u l d  d e c i p h e r  names o n  o n l y  
two markers  i n  t h e  fami ly--Capta in  Lev i  
Cleveland (1762-1813) and h i s  w i f e  Rachel  
(McKay) Cleve land  ( ?? -1822) ,  The f a m i l y  

h a s  been d e s c r i b e d  i n  a  r e c e n t  C r e h c e n t  
S p r i n g s - V i l l a  I I i l l s  c e n t e n n i a l  e d i t i o n ,  
Pe rhaps  some l o c a l  v o l u n t e e r s  or o f f i c i a l s  
w i l l  b e  a l e r t e d  t o  i n s u r e  p r o t e c t i o n  from 
damage, w h e t h e r a c c i d e n t a l  o r  n o t ,  t o  t h e s e  
remains  of  Kenton County p i o n e e r s  and t o  a  
V i l l a  W i l l s  landmark a s  w e l l ,  



EARLY LUDLOW PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Ludlow g a v e  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  t o  i t s  f i r s t  
p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  between t h e  
end of t h e  C i v i l  War and 1869. The s c h o o l  
was i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Church b u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  
s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  of  E3m and Locus t  streets-- 
a s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  h a s  s i n c e  been demol i shed ,  
I n  1868 t h e  c i t y  d e c i d e d  it was u n a b l e  t o  
c o n t i n u e  i t s  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t ,  and ,  a s  one  
p e r s o n  n o t e d ,  " to  t h e  d i s g r a c e  of t h e  l i t t l e  
v i l l a g e "  t h e r e  were no  c l a s s e s  conduc ted  t h a t  ' 
y e a r .  " r 

I n  e a r l y  1869 a n  a r o u s e d  popu lace  was 
moved t o  approve  a $3,000 bond i s s u e  f o r  t h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  h e l p i n g  f i n a n c e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  
schoo lhouse  on Linden street,  between Dav i s  
and Kenner streets. C. W. Harwood, who was 
a member of t h e  Board of  Educa t ion ,  was a l s o  
s e r v i n g  a s  a c t i n g  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

I t  was i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  work on 
t h e  Linden S t r e e t  b u i l d i n g  began i n  May of 
1869 on what was t h e  n a t i o n ' s  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  
D e c l a r a t i o n  Day. I t  w a s  a l so  d u r i n g  t h a t  same 
y e a r  of  1869 t h a t  Ludlow was made a s e p a r a t e  
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t .  

The new schoo lhouse  was e n l a r g e d  i n  1879, 
and i n  1887 i t s  e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  e n r o l l m e n t  
made it n e c e s s a r y  t o  a c q u i r e  what was known 
a s  a colony.  The c o l o n y  c o n s i s t e d  of a  s m a l l  
c o t t a g e  and l o t  on t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  e a s t  s i d e .  
To h e l p  f i n a n c e  c o n t i n u e d  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  
s c h o o l ,  t h e  board  f r e q u e n t l y  r e n t e d - o u t  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  f o r  v a r i o u s  p u r p o s e s ,  and sponsored  
numerous p u b l i c  e n t e r t a i n m e n t s  i n  t h e  s t r u c -  
t u r e .  

I t  shou ld  be  n o t e d  t h a t  Wil l iam A l l e n  
s e r v e d  a s  t h e  f i r s t  p r i n c i p a l  of  t h e  Ludlow 

I P u b l i c  School .  
i Enro l lment  numbers c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  c l i m b ,  

i and i n  1890 prompted a loud o u t c r y  f o r  a n  
even l a r g e r  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g .  The c i t y  c h a r t e r  
a t  t h a t  t i m e  empowered t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  t o  
erect such  a s t r u c t u r e .  So, on August 4 ,  1890 
councilmen p l a c e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of approv ing  



a $25,000 bond i s s u e  b c f o r e  t h e  v o t e r s .  They 
gave  it t h e i r  a p p r o v a l ,  

From t h a t  d a t e  u n t i l  ground w a s  b roken  
on J u l y  10 ,  1895 and t h e  l a y i n g  of t h e  b u i l -  
i n g ' s  c o r n e r s t o n e  on October  26 th ,  t h e r e  was 
a c o n t i n u o u s  o u t p o u r i n g  of  criticism from a 
number of  i n f l u e n t i a l  c i t i z e n s  who opposed 
t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  new schoo l .  They c l a i m e d  
t h a t  money was r e c k l e s s l y  be ing  s p e n t  a n d ,  a t  
one  p o i n t ,  succeeeded i n  o b t a i n i n g  a c o u r t  i n -  
j u n c t i o n  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  s t a r t  of work on t h e  
s t r u c t u r e .  

Once c o n s t r u c t i o n  began, t h e  p r o j e c t  
underwent even more s e t b a c k s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
d i s c o v e r y  of s e r i o u s  d e f e c t s  i n  t h e  c o r n e r  
t o w e r s  which c a u s e d  t h e  w a l l s  t o  s e p a r a t e  when 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  work r e a c h e d  t h e  second f l o o r .  
Consequent ly ,  t h e  f o u r  c o r n e r  towers had t o  be 
demol ished and r e b u i l t .  Indeed,  t h e  s t r u c  - 
t u r e ' s  f i n a l  cost of  some $33,000 was c o n s i d -  
e r a b l y  above t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n t r a c t  p r i c e  o f  
$19,594, a f a c t  which made i t s  crit ics feel g 

j u s t i f i e d  i n  t h e i r  h o s t i l i t y  toward t h e  
p r o j e c t .  

Once comple ted ,  however,  t h e  new s t r u c -  
t u r e  became t h e  envy of v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y  edu- 
c a t i o n a l  system i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  One ~ i n c i n n a t i  
newsman was'moved t o  comment: "The new b u i l d -  
i n g  h a s  no e q u a l  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Kentucky i n  
p o i n t  of c o m f o r t ,  b e a u t y  and g e n e r a l  u t i l i t y  
f o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  purposes . "  

The b u i l d i n g ,  l o c a t e d  on a l a r g e  p l o t  of 
ground a t  Oak and A d e l i a  streets,  c e r t a i n l y  
was of  s t r i k i n g  appearance .  I t  measured some 
90 by 120 fee t ,  s t o o d  t h r e e  stories t a l l ,  and 
was c o n s t r u c t e d  of p r e s s e d  red b r i c k  and f a c e d  
w i t h  o u t s t a n d i n g  f r e e s t o n e  tr immings.  On t h e  
a f t e r n o o n  of J u n e  1 2 ,  1897 what was o f t e n  
c e p t e d  a s  t h e  f i n e s t ,  l a r g e s t  and m o s t  modern 
s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  i n  Nor the rn  Kentucky" was 
f o r m a l l y  d e d i c a t e d .  

The d e d i c a t i o n  ce remonies ,  which fo l lowed  
what was c a l l e d  a "monster  p a r a d e , "  was c h a r -  
a c t e r i z e d  by a d e c i d e d  p a t r i o t i c  theme. The 
S t a t e  C o u n c i l o r  of  t h e  Jr. 0. U. A. M O  and 



r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  Blue G r a s s  
c o u n c i l  made a p r e s e n t a t i o n  of a  l a r g e  
American f l a g ,  a f t e r  which t h e  commander of  
C i n c i n n a t i ' s  George H. Thomas P o s t  o f  t h e  
G. A. R e  d e l i v e r e d  t h e  d a y ' s  major  a d d r e s s  
e n t i t l e d  "The Grand Army." 

Y e t  a n o t h e r  h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  d a y  was a  
s p e c t a c u l a r  d i s p l a y  o f  m i l i t a r y  d r i l l  by t h e  
Boys' Br igade  which  came f r o m  Newport f o r  
t h e  o c c a s i o n .  

A number o f  G. A. R e  p o s t s  from through-  
I o u t  Ohio and Kentucky had converged on Ludlow 

f o r  t h e  c e r e m o n i e s ,  and t h e  management of  t h e  
Lagoon Amusement P a r k  t o o k  t h e  o c c a s i o n  t o  
announce t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  p o s t s  
would b e  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  p a r k  t h a t  d a y  f r e e -  
of -charge .  The G. A. R . ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  was a 
nat ion-wide  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  un ion  v e r e r a n s  
o f  t h e  C i v i l  War, 

I A y o u t h f u l  Mary Goetz was one  o f  t h e  
facul tymembers  s c h e d u l e d  t o  conduc t  c l a s s e s  
i n  t h e  new b u i l d i n g .  What 's so u n u s u a l  a b o u t  
t h a t ,  you a s k ?  W e l l ,  n o t h i n g  r e a l l y  e x c e p t  
t h a t  a f t e r  y e a r s  o f  d e d i c a t e d  s e r v i c e  t h e  
s c h o o l  w a s  renamed i n  h e r  hanor.  

The s u b s t a n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  c o n t i n u e d  
s e r v i n g  t h e  community u n t i l  1957 when it was 
demol ished and r e p l a c e d  by a s m a l l e r ,  more 
compact b u i l d i n g  o f  g l a s s ,  b r i c k  and p l a s t i c .  
( John Burns ,  Director) 

A NEAR DISASTER 

"CHILDREN SHUT I N  BY FLAMES," screamed 
newspaper h e a d l i n e s ,  a s  t h e y  h e r a l d e d  what 
c o u l d  have been a d i s a s t e r  of  g i g a n t i c  pro-  



p o r t i o n s ,  I t  was on  t h e  morning o f  Novem- 
b e r  1 5 ,  1901 t h a t  f i r e  s t r u c k  Ludlow's S t .  
James s c h o o l ,  t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  l i v e s  of more 
t h a t  100 c h i l d r e n .  I t  w a s  a b o u t  9:00 A, M. 
t h a t  S i s t e r  Mary Sumpter hea rd  what proved 
t o  be  t h e  ominous c r a c k l i n g  sound o f  f l a m e s  
coming from below t h e  s t a i r w a y  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  
s c h o o l ' s  f i r s t  and second f l o o r s .  The S i s t e r  
was t e a c h i n g  h e r  2nd f l o o r  class o f  some 40 
p u p i l s ,  and,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  one  news r e p o r t ,  
" w i t h o u t  wish ing  t o  alarm t h e  p u p i l s ,  s t a r t e d  
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  " 

What s h e  found was t h a t  a  p o r t i o n  of  
t h e  s t a i r s  was a l r e a d y  e n g u l f e d  i n  f l a m e s  and 
send ing  up t h i c k  c l o u d s  o f  smoke. Then, 
a c c o r d i n s  t o  t h e  same r e p o r t ,  " R e a l i z i n g  t h a t  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  c o u l d  n o t  cross t h e  p i t  o f  f i r e ,  
s h e  r a n  t o  t h e  f i r e  a l a r m  a c c r o s s  t h e  street." 

~ u d l o w ' s  v o i u n t e e r  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  w a s  on 
t h e  s c e n e  w i t h i n  a b o u t  f i v e  m i n u t e s  a f t e r  t h e  
a larm was sounded. By t h e n ,  t h e  f i r e ,  which 
was l a t e r  de te rmined  t o  have  been caused  by 
a n  o v e r h e a t e d  f u r n a c e ,  was s a i d  t o  have  
g a i n e d  a  f r i g h t f u l  headway. 

I n  t h e  meantime, S i s t e r  Mary V i n c e n t  
d i s m i s s e d  h e r  80 p u p i l s  from t h e i r  f i r s t  f l o o r  
c l a ss room,  and f r a n t i c a l l y  h u r r i e d  up  t h e  
burn ing  s t ~ a i r w a y  t o  t h e  now t e a c h e r - l e s s  
c h i l d r e n  on t h e  second f l o o r  l e v e l .  

The d e n s e  c l o u d s  o f  smoke p r e v e n t e d  a l l  
hope of  d e s c e n d i n g  t h e  s t a i r w a y  t o  s a f e t y ,  s o  
i n  d e s p i r a t i o n  t h e  c h i l d r e n  began smashing t h e  
windows w i t h  t h e i r  books. T e r r i f i e d  s p e c t a -  
t o r s  who w e r e  g a t h e r e d  i n  t h e  s treet  below, 
watched i n  h o r r o r  a s  a  number o f  p a n i c - s t r i c k -  
e n  c h i l d r e n  c l imbed o n t o  t h e  window si l ls .  
Other  ~ u ~ i l s  behind them w e r e  u r g i n g  them t o  
t o  jump and t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  push  them i f  t h e y  
d i d n ' t .  ~t was s a i d  t h a t  t h e  p l e a d i n g s  o f  
S i s t e r  Mary h e r s e l f ,  succeeded i n  p r e v e n t i n g  
any such d e a d l y  l e a p s  u n t i l  f i r e m e n  c o u l d  
r a i s e  l a d d e r s  t o  e a c h  of  t h e  windows. 
(John Burns,  Director) 



I 
I KENTON COUNTY SESQUICENTENNIAL TIME CAPSULE 

On September 30, 1990 2:00 PM a t  t h e  
I Kenton County t?ourthouse i n  Independence ,  

a  t i m e  c a p s u l e  w i l l  be  b u r i e d  w i t h  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  t h a t  it be opened i n  2040, t h e  County ' s  

I 
200th  b i r t h d a y .  W e  wish  t o  t h a n k  t h e  
Kenton County 1 5 0 t h  B i r t h d a y  O f f i c e  f o r  
i n v i t i n g  t h e  Kenton County H i s t o r i c a l  

I S o c i e t y  t o  send a  l e t t e r  of  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
f o r  i n c l u s i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  b u r i a l  i t e m s ,  
o t h e r  acknowlegements,  o t h e r  a r t i f a c t s ,  



. 
THE KENTON COUNTY SESQUICENTENNIAL YEAR 

1990 



r ~ e n t o n  County Historical Soc i e ty  
- 

P. 0. Box 641 
Covington, Ky 41012 

I 

Kenton County Birthday, April  30,  1990 (150th) 
Covington .Birthday, February 8, 1990 (175th)  
Bromley Birthday, May 23, 1990 (100th). 
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