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R E V I E W  A p r i l  1990 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING FOR MEMBERS, FRIENDS, GUESTS, PUBLIC: 

E l i z a b e t h  Chavez, Programs C o r n i t t e e  Chairperson,  announces t h a t  on 
Tuesday Eveninq, May 1, T e r r y  Hulse ,  Supe rv i so ry  S p e c i a l  Agent f o r  
t h e  Co;inaton s l n c a  1984; v i l l  .peak on t h e - h i s t o r y  o f - t h e  Covington 
Res iden t  Agenc which c o v e r s  t h i r t e e n  Northern  Kentucky c o u n t i e s .  M r .  
Ru l se  w i l l  als: c e n t  on t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  FBI f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  

Be fo re  t h e  t a l k  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a s h o r t  b u s i n e s s  meeting. The program 
i s  f r e e  and open t o  t h e  pub l i c .  The program i s  sponsored by t h e  Kenton 
County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  which is d e d i c a t e d  t o  c o l l e c t i n g  and p r e s e r v i n g  
l o c a l  h i s t o r y .  

.Tuesday Evening 
May 1 
7x00 PH 
Kenton County P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  
F i f t h  and S c o t t  S t r e e t s  
Covington 

Brunley Kohth 
County Commissioner Dick Combs r e v e a l e d  t o  t h e  Ludlow-Brunley A i s t o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y  t h a t  Kenton County Judge Execu t ive  Clyde Middle ton h l s  r ecogn ized  
Bromley's 1 0 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  by p roc la iming  t h e  month o f  May Brofaley Month. 
i n  Kenton County. Bromley r e c e i v e d  i ts c h a r t e r  on May 23, 1880. Cod?, 
h a s  a l s o  c o n t a c t e d  F rankfo r t .  John Burns,  a member o f  t h e  Kenton County 
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  and t h e  Ludlw-Bromley H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  encouraged 
Combs M l s o  a member) t o  s e e k  t h e s e  honors.  

m h  Xavier  U n i v e r s i t y  and t h e  C i n c i n n a t i  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  
co-sponsored t h e  5 t h  annua l  C i n c i n n a t i  H i s t o r y  Day, a d i s t r i c t  c o n t e s t  
i n  l i n e  w i t h  N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r y  Day. T h e . l o c a 1  c o n t e s t  was open t o  t h e  
s c h o o l s  o f  8 southweatern  Ohio c o u n t i e s ,  w i t h  t h e  v a r i o u s  e n t r i e s  be ing  
judged by h i s t o r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  and o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  members o f  t h e  cm- 
munity.  Two o f  t h o  approx ima te ly  5s judges  were C h a r l e s  King and John 
Burns r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Kenton County P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  and t h e  Kenton County 
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

Kenton cou h ~ y b  Bir thda  
Renton County o f f i c i a l f y  began on A p r i l  30, 1840. The l e g i s l a t i o n  e s t a b -  
l i s h i n g  t h e  coun ty  was passed i n  Janua ry ,  1840. On Monday, A p r i l  30, 1990 
t h e  County v i l l  b e  150 y e a r s  o l d .  



The y e a r  o f  1P90 was a  b a n n e r  y e e r  f o r  Kontucky'a G e n e r a l  Assembly. 
The amount o f  l o ~ i s l n t i o n  enac ted  t h a t  y e e r  wea o f  n e a r  r e c o r d  p r o p o r t i o n 1  
y e t  i t  i s  o n e  p e r t i c u l e r  a c t  o f  tley 23rd t h a t  is  o f  s p e c i e 1  i n t e r e s t  t o  
u s  i n  t h i n  c e n t o n n i e l  y e a r  o f  n r o m l o y l s  i n c o r p o r e t i o n .  I t  was o n  t h e  t 
d a t e  t h e  t t h e  Genera l  Assembly approved "A# ACT t o  i n c o r p o r e t s  t h e  t o m  
o f  Bromley." 

The community's h i s t o r y  though,  d a t e s  much f u r t h e r  back t h a n  t h e  
t i m e  o f  i ts  i n c o r p o r a t i o n .  Such e a r l y - d a y  e x p l o r e r s  a s  C h r i s t o p h e r  O i s t  
and Simon Kenton t r o d  t h e  v e r y  pround upon which  t h e  c i t y  is b u i l t ,  and  
Simon G i r t y  and h i s  I n d i a n  companions p e s s e d  h e r e  a  number of  t i m e s .  
Oeorp,e Rogers C l a r k  r e g u l e r l y  p a t r o l l e d  elonp, t h e  l o c a l  r i v e r f r o n t  w i t h  
h i s  heavi ly-armed g r l l e y ,  w h i l e  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  Mike F i n k  poled  h i s  f l e e t  
of  c a r g o - l e d e n  k e e l b o e t a  a l o n g  t h e  w i l l o w - l i n e d  s h o r e .  

In  1756  2 3  y e e r s - o l d  Nrs. \ l i l l i o m  ( n e e  t!Gry D r n p e r )  I n ~ l e s ,  who i s  
r e c o p p i z e d  a s  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  w h i t e  woman i n  Kentucky,  t r a v e l e d  t h e  
Bromley s i t e  a s  e  p r i s o n e r  o f  t h e  Shatmoe I n d i a n a .  She and e n  e l d e r l y  
Dutch'woman companion l a t e r  made t h e i r  e s c a p e  w h i l e  a t  Ri6  Bone L i c k  
and o n c e  a g a i n  t r e v o r s e d  t h e  l o c a l  s i t e  a s  p a r t  o f  w h e t  h a s  been c a l l e d  
one  o f  t h o  most  remarkable ,  h a z a r d - f i l l e d  f l i ~ h t a  o f  e l l  t ime.  

I n  t i m e ,  l e r ~ o  t r a c t s  o f  Kentucky l e n d  were awarded t o  v a r i o u s  
i n d i v i d u a l s  who, i n  t u r n ,  were  e n c o u r e ~ e d  t o  h e l p  s e e  t h a t  t h i s  w e s t e r n  
f r o n t i e r  become a  s e t t l e d  and p r o s p e r o u a  p e r t  o f  t h o  new n a t i o n .  One 
o f  t h o s e  r e c o i v i n ~  such  a  l a n d  p r o n t  we3 Pre t tymen Merry. He wea ~ i v o n  
a  t r a c t  o f  some 2 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  e x t e n d i n p  from t h e  w e s t  a i d e  of  modern-dny 
Covington t o  n t u r  t h e  t i n y  a t r e a m  ol' Dry Crnek,  and encompass in^ much 
o f  t h e  Dromley s i t e  

A s h o r t  t ime  a f t e r  Merry r e c e i v e d  h i s  f lenerous  a r n n t  o f  l e n d ,  a 
s m e l l  p l e t e e u  j u s t  i n s i d e  Bromleyts  p r e s e n t - d e y  w e s t c r n  boundry was 
chosen  t o  be  t h e  s i t e  o f  a  l a rp ,e  b r i c k  home, known l o c a l l y  e s  t h e  
"Landmark." Today., tho l a t h  c e n t u r y  s t r u c t u r e  i s  s a i d  t o  b e  t h e  o l d e s t  
home s t i l l  st on din^ i n  Kenton County. 

brine a l l  t h i s  t ime  t h e r e  was a  ~ r o t r i n p  numher o f  i s o l a t e d  f e n a  
snd  homes bein(: e s t a h l i s h e d  on t h o  l e n d  w e s t  o f  t h e  Landmark. F i n a l l y ,  
i n  1 e 4 6  George Lnderson ,  who l i v e d  a t  t h e  mouth o f  Dry Creek ,  c e l l e d  
f o r  a  m e e t i n e  t o  be  he ld  a t  h i s  home f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  o r ~ c ~ n i z i n y ,  a  
g r o u p  t o  b u l l d  a  t u r n p i k e  from Dry C r e e k ' s  mouth t o  t h e  f e r r y  londiny:  
a t  I s r a e l  Ludlowls f e r n  ( p r e s e n t - d o y  Ludlorr.) The e v e n t u e l  outcome o f  
t h i s  was c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  Covington end Dry Creek  T u r n p i k e ,  o r  Lorrer 
R i v e r  Road 0s i t  e v e n t u a l l y  became known. 

n r o  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h o  Anderson moct in t :  o n o t h o r  c r u c i a l  p o i n t  i n  
P r o m l e y ' s  h i s t o r y  was r e a c h e d .  Tha t  we3 i n  l( 'b8 when a  l e r ~ e  p o r t i o n  
o f  t h e  o r l ~ i n n l  Flcrry e s t a t e  was a c q u i r e d  by C h a r l e s  C o l l i n s ,  a  n a t i v e  
o r  E r m l e y ,  L n ~ l e n d .  C o l l i n s  prompt ly  p l a t t e d  a  t o m  on t h e  p r o p o r t y  
and  announced t h s t  h e  was nominu i t  i n  honor  of  h i s  na t i v e  E n ~ l i s h  boroush.  

Growth c#me s l o w l y  f o r  t h e  n e w l y - e s t e b l i s h e d  community, b u t  i t  d i d  
come. Homes and s t o r e s  were b u i l t  a l o n ~  'Turnpike S t . ,  nor1 known aimply 
a s  P i k e  S t . ,  and f e r r y  s e r v i c e  a c r o s s  t h e  Ohio was i n s u p u r e t e d .  1, l i thin 
13  y e a r s  though,  t h e  s torm t h a t  we3 Amer ica ' s  C i v i l  Wer b r o k e  a c r o s s  t h e  
l u n d .  nromley nnd Ludlow r e s i d e n t s  p rompt ly  c e l l e d  a  mass meet in^ and 
l e f t  no d o u h t  a s  t o  whero t h o i r  s e n t i m e n t s  l a y .  They spoke o u t  l o u d l y  
a n i  c l e a r l y  i n  f e v o r  ol' t h e  I 'nion,  and c a l l e d  upon t h e i r  r o p r e a e n t e t i v e a  
" t o  vo te  f o r  t h c  Union f i r s t ,  t h e  Union l e s t ,  end t h e  Union always." 



fly t h e  er~d o f  It161 a  l o c a l  t ra ln inp:  c e n t e r  known ns Camp P r o m l e ~  wns 
r e c e i v i n q  s c o r e s  o f  r e c r u i t s ,  and when n  Confedereto f o r c e  under General 
Henry Heth pene t rn t ed  the  aurvoundinr h i l l t o p s  ewams o f  l o c a l  men rushed 
t o  h e l p  f i l l  tho ronka o r  t h r  4 1 s t  t h r o l l e d  F 1 i l i t i a .  Union (runboata 
p e t r o l l e d  up and down t h e  r i v e r ,  ever a l e r t  to rn f  p o s s i b l e  Confederate 
move down the  a u r r o u n d i n ~  h i l l s i d e a  rnd on to  t h r  f l a t  Rromley and Ludlow 
t e r r a i n .  So too ,  were t h e  gun emplacements of t h r  Kirby Smith E r t t e r y  
p l r o e d  l o  r a  t o  be r b l a  t o  pour  r  u l ther inr?  volume o f  f i r , e  o n t o  the  f l a t  
l and  t h a t  would l a t e r  be  covered by t h e  water r  o f  the  facoon Amusement 
Park and by modern-day Rromley. 

Theso provod t o  be  wise p recau t ions ,  f o r  i t  u e s  l a t e r  reveoled  t h a t  
Promley l a g  in  t h e  d i r e c t  pa th  o f  a  prpposed Southern a t t a c k  on Covlnc- 
ton  and C inc inna t i .  This  f a c t  c a m  t o  l i p h t  when General  Lev Wallrce, 
commander of the  l o c a l  defonse  l i n e ,  wrote t h a t  Confedera te  General  Heth 
t o l d  him d u r i n c  a  chance pout-war meetinp t h a t  h i s  proposed plan  o f  
a t t a c k  was t o  s t r i k e  n o r t h  tovord the Ohio F ive r  ond then sv inn  eestward 
through t h o  comrnunitiea of Promley, Ludlow and West Covineton. 

D e s p i t e  t h e i r  even tua l  o r d e r  to withdraw, one Rroup o f  mounted r e b e l s  
were determined t o  e n t e r  Ohio before  b e ~ i n n i n ~  t h e i r  southward f l i c h t .  
A c c o r d i n ~ l y ,  t h e  sma l l  Rroup rode  i n t o  Promley and used t h e  loco1  f e r r y  
t o  c r o s s  t h e  Ohio. A f t e r  a  b r i e f  time on the r i v e r ' s  n o r t h  benk they r e -  
turned t o  t h e  h i l l t o p s  t o  r e j o i n  t h e i r  com-rand which was then p r rpa r inp  
t o  beg in  t h e i r  r e t r r a t .  );embers of thr smal l  bnnd, p r o b n b l j  becruse  o f  
t h e i r  shabby d r e s s ,  were never  r ecomized  s a  being Confedera te  s o l d i e r s ,  
end i t  wao n o t  u n t i l  s e v e r a l  days l a t e r  thr t Union o f f i c i a l s  l ea rned  o f  
t h e i r  eacepode. 

A f t e r  the  war ended t h e r e  came a  period o f  modest prowth and pros- 
p o r i t y  for' t he  comwnity .  S t i l l ,  a  numher of l o c a l  farmers  who hod 
mipre ted  from t h e  Old World s t i l l  he ld  t o  t h e  hrropenn custom o f  wearing 
t h r i f t y ,  water - res is tcrn t  wooden shoes when workinp in  t h e i r  f i e l d s - d n d  
chonces a r e  t h o t  t h e i r  shoes  were l o c a l l y  mode. Indeed. those vooden 
shoes mede by Uron ley i t e s  John Heis t  and John Dues could e o a i l j  match 
o r  exceed tho  q u a l i t y  o f  those  o f  the  b e s t  o f  the w o r l d ~ s  shoe makers. 

Py t h e  s t n r t  o f  t h e  IF909 two of t h r  most populnr r r t h r r i n c  p l c c r s  
f o r  t h e  l o c a l  men were P i l l  Heher's aaloon and Cro r re  l !ecks tndt ts  black- 
smi th  shop. Here,  t hey  swaopod f i s h  s t o r i e a ,  exhonced the  l e t e s t  poss lp  
and t a l k e d  p o l i t i c s .  One o f  t h r  most connon top ic s  of discussion con- 
corned tho  b a n o f i t s  and the  drawbacks o r  hevint! t h e i r  co rnun i ty  incornornt -  . 
ed. A v a s t  m a j o r i t y  seomed to  h e o r t i l p  f avo r  i nco rpo ra t ion  and succeodad 
i n  convincinc  the  s t a t e  l e p i s l c t u r  e  of the  r i gh tousnoss  o f  t h e i r  cnuse. 
On May 2 3 ,  1 8 ~ 0  the Genera l  Assembly pave a l l  P ron le r  reason t o  ce l eb ra t e ,  
s s  i t  passed hW ACT t o  inco rpo ra t e  thc  tohn of Rromley, i n  Kenton county." 
The a c t  provided f o r  t he  e l e c t i o n  of a  board o f  5 t r u s t e e s ,  a  po l i ce  judge 
and a  town marshal ,  end s e t  t h e  f i r s t  Eonday in  June r s  e l e c t i o n  dey. In  

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  t r u s t e e s  were (riven the  power t o  enac t  laws f o r  t he  govern- 
 in^ of t h o  c i t y ,  and the  power to  l evy  l tax  o f  no more thnn 12$/ on 
each $100 worth o f  t axab le  property.  

A few days l a t e r ,  on June  9 t h ,  t h e  new c i t y ' a  f i r s t  municipal e l e c t i o n  
wan h e l d ,  and r e s u l t e d  i n  Frank Pa l se r ,  G e o r ~ e  Puck, Pred Hackstadt ,  Henry 
Weber Sr .  and Lee Aspay being ae l ec t ed  a s  the  5 t r u s t e e s .  t l icholea Grim- 
meissen wes e l e c t e d  t r e a s u r e r ,  Ceorne tloelkor became c i t y  c l e r k ,  Fred Krrnz 
was nomed t a x  a s s e s s o r ,  Jbmea Cardner S r .  was s e l e c t e d  t o  be the  f i r s t  c i t y  
marshal  end See1 nichardson was chosen a s  p o l i c e  judpe. A a h o r t  t ime l a t e r ,  
Mayor Thomas J .  tlclleel of Ludlow adminis tered  the o a t h  o f  o f f i c e  t o  t h e  
newly-elected o f i ' i c i a l s *  Rromlay's co rpo ra t e  a ta tu .  wss now r  f a c t .  . 
(John Burna, Dircc t o r )  



Membershi 
d e w a l s  ( a t  55.00 pe r  y e a r  p e r  pe r son )  i n c l u d e  'John Burns,  A l b e r t  
S p i r y ,  Jr., M r .  and Mrs. Thomas Mof fe t t .  And Mary K a i s e r  o f  Lombard, 
I l l i n o i s  r e c e n t l y  took a l i f e t i m e  membership ($100.00). P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  
a t  t h e  March meet ing  a r e s o l u t i o n  was pas sed  s e t t i n g  a l i f e t i m e  c a t e g o r y  
f o r  mar r i ed  coup le s  a t  $150.00. 

Historic Sites Markers 
ce remon ia l  u n v e i l i n g  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  markers  i s  now pending: f o r  Una 
Merkel ( a c t r e s s  born i n  Covinqton) ;  f o r  t h e  S l a v e  Escape a c c r o s s  t h e  Ohio 
River  from t h e  Foot  o f  Main S t r e e t  i n  eov ing ton ;  and f o r  t h e  F i r s t  C i t y  
Hal l .  However, d a t e s  have n o t  y e t  been s e t .  
Thanks t o  one  o f  ou r  members t h e  Kenton County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  h a s  been 
honored by r e c o g n i t i o n  i n  a l e t t e r  s e n t  from one o f  Kentucky's b e s t  known 
s p o r t s  e n t h u s i a s t s :  " In fo rma t ion  h a s  come t o  me from Ralph Hurray  t h a t  a 
h i s t o r i c a l  marker was p l aced  a t  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  o l d  La ton ia  Race Track  by 
your s o c i e t y ,  (Paragraph)  I am s o  g l a d  t h a t  t h e  r i c h  h i s t o r i c a l  p a s t  o f  
Kenton County i s  be ing p re se rved  f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  Kenton County 
and o t h e r  Kentuckians by t h e s e  memorial  markers.  (Pa rag raph)  I s i n c e r e l y  
hope t h a t  your s o c i e t y  can  keep up t h e  good work. (Pa rag raph)  I s e n d  
a s su fances  o f  my r e s p e c t  and es teem t o  you and a l l  t h e  o t h e r  members o f  
t h e  Kenton County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .  (Signed)  S i n c e r e l y  your s ,  A; B. 
Chandlerm 

P u b l i c a t i o n s  
Three  volumns o f  c o l l e c t e d  h i s t o r i c a l  p a p e r s  a r e  b e i n g  bound i n  s o f t  
cover  b inde r s .  Soon c o p i e s  w i l l  be  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  male i n  t h i s  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  
s e s q u i c e n t e n n i a l  year.  They i n c l u d e  r e s e a r c h  p a p e r s  done by mcmbera and 
f r i e n d s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  decade  o r  so .  E v e n t u a l l y  we hope t o  p u t  t o g e t h e r  
volumn IV,  and we a l r e a d y  have a n o t h e r  o r i g i n a l  work by one  o f  o u r  members. 
A t  o u r  March meet ing ,  Ted H a r r i s  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  w i t h  
a paper  e n t i t l e d ,  " I s a a c  Black is t h e  name: The s t o r y  of I s a a c  Black,  
lawyer,  p o l i t i c a 1 , c i v i l  r i g h t s ,  and e d u c a t i o n  a c t i v i s t . "  

The H i s t o r i c a l  Confede ra t ion  o f  Kentucky (HCK) 
The H i s t o r i c a l  Confede ra t ion  o f  Kentucky, a n  a f f i l i a t e  o f  t h e  Kentucky 
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  was established t o  a u p p o r t  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  g roups .  
The Kenton Counth H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  is i n  t h e  Nor the rn  Region which 
i n c l u d e s  Boone, Kenton, G a l l a t i n ,  Oven, Gran t ,  Pend le ton  and Campbell  
c o u n t i e s .  Croups i n  t h e s e  c o u n t i e s  w i l l  soon be  c o n t a c t e d  a b o u t  p a r t i o -  
i p a t i n g  i n  a r e g i o n a l  meet ing  i n  1990. You may r e c a l l  t h a t  a f e v  y e a r s  
ago t h e  Kenton County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  sponsored such  a r e g i o n a l  mee t ing  
w i t h  t h e  theme mRive r s  and Ra i l s . "  
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