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The fol lowing is P a r t  One of a series by D r .  
Joseph F. G a s t r i g h t  . 
The Making of t h e  Kentucky C e n t r a l  ... 
On March 1 ,  1847, t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  c h a r t e r e d  
t h e  Licking and Lexington Rai l road.  The c i t i z e n s  
of Kenton County and Covington were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
t h e  i d e a  b u t  s k e p t i c a l .  The a c t  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  
t h e  r o u t e  would inc lude  Lexington, P a r i s ,  Cynthiana, 
Falmouth and e i t h e r  Newport o r  Covington. The fo r -  
mation of Kenton County o u t  of Campbell only seven 
y e a r s  earlier had l e f t  an enormous amount of bad 
f e e l i n g  t h a t  had only l essened  a c r o s s  t h e  years .  
Nei ther  county was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  suppor t ina  a r o u t e  
t h a t  might end up b e n e f i t t i n g  t h e  o t h e r .  P a y e t t e  
County w a s  t h e  s t a t e  l e a d e r  i n  r a i l r o a d  promotion 
and voted $200,000.00 i n  bonds t o  support  t h e  ven- 
t u r e .  The Ci ty  of Covington voted t o  support  t h e  
i s s u e  wi th  $100,000.00 bu t  t h e  p u b l i c  s a l e s  were 
d i sappoin t ing .  Only twenty s h a r e s  were subscr ibed  
i n  t h e  t h r e e  day s a l e  i n  Covington. 

Opposition t o  t h e  road s a i d  t h a t  it would t a k e b u s i -  
ness  from t h e  t u r n p i k e s  and c a n a l s  and, t h a t  t h e  
r a i l r o a d s  should be taxed t o  make up t h e  d e f i c i t s .  
The Licking Val ley R e g i s t e r  which s t r o n g l y  support-  
ed t h e  i s s u e  argued t h a t  t h e  improvement i n  t r a d e  
and proper ty  would c e r t a i n l y  j u s t i f y  t h e  l o s s e s .  

The i s s u e  w a s  probably decided by t h e  u n c e r t a i n  
economic s i t u a t i o n .  The economic d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  
l a t e  f o r t i e s  w a s  small compared t o  t h e  c o l l a p s e  
t e n  years  e a r l i e r  bu t  many i n v e s t o r s  had lea rned  
a l esson .  Some o l d  timers remembered t h a t  t h e  Lex- 
ington and Ohio Rai l road c h a r t e r e d  i n  1830 was ru- 
mored t o  have C i n c i n n a t i  a s  t h e  terminus.  La te r  
t h e  owners decided on L o u i s v i l l e  and t h i s  p ioneer  
road had only been completed a s  f a r  as Frankfor t  
by 1835 a s  a "horse- l ine ."  L o u i s v i l l e  l i k e  Cin- 
c i n n a t i  w a s  conf iden t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  of t h e  r i v e r  
t r a d e  and openly opposed t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  ambit ions  
of Lexington. The L o u i s v i l l e  t o  Frankfor t  end of 
t h e  Lexington and Ohio was r e c h a r t e r e d  i n  1847 and 
i n  t h e  meantime t h e  s h o r t  road t o  Frankfor t  was not  
a p r o f i t a b l e  e n t e r p r i s e .  

P a r i s  had s taged  a s e r i o u s  e f f o r t  t o  o rgan ize  a 
P a r i s  t o  Covington l i n e  i n  1836. Major John S. 
Williams, t h e i r  eng ineer ,  had assured  them t h a t  t h e  
road could be completed f o r  a s  l i t t l e  a s  $720,000.00 
without t h e  use  o.f "a perch of masonry" i f  i t  used 
t h e  r i d g e  r o u t e  through Williamstown. The c o l l a p s e  
of 1837 ended t h e  p l a n s  of t h i s  smal l  b luegrass  
town j u s t  a s  it delayed t h e  s t a r t  of t h e  Licking 
and Lexington t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r .  Even prosperous 
Cinc inna t i  had problems pushing i ts  r a i l r o a d s  t o  
p r o f i t a b l e  markets dur ing  t h e  same per iod .  The 
Cinc inna t i  Sandusky and Cleveland Ra i l road ,  char- 
t e r e d  i n  1837, was s t i l l  incomplete when t h e  Lexing- 
ton and Licking d ied  i n  t h e  l a t e  f o r t i e s .  

Y REVIEW A 

KLSTCCKY C E S T R A L  R A I L R O A D  DEPOT. 

The Licking Valley Regis te r  had made a s t r o n g  case 
i n  Kenton County d e s p i t e  t h e  d e f e a t .  They agreed 
t h a t  Covington would b e n e f i t  from t h e  north-south 
c o m e r c e  on t h e  road.  F u r t h e r ,  it would reduce t h e  
dependency of Kenton County on t h e  r i v e r  which are 
c o n t r o l l e d  l a r g e l y  by C i n c i n n a t i  i n t e r e s t s .  m e n  
t h e  r i v e r s  w e r e  t o o  low f o r  r i v e r  t r a f f i c  t h e  oountp 
would provide cheap access  t o  t h e  p roduc ts  o f  tbe 
r i c h  b luegrass .  The e d i t o r i a l  message of t h e  Regis- 
ter echoed i n  t h e  days a f t e r  t h e  Lexington and Lick- 
i n g  d ied .  "We say aga in  t a k e  s t o c k  i n  t h e  r a i l r o a d -  
t a k e  it i f  you can pay - t a k e  i t  i f  ypu c r m ' t  pay. 

Af te r  t h e  d e f e a t  t h e  paper admit ted t h a t  t h e  uncer- 
t a i n  nor thern  terminus had been a major o b s t a c l e  t o  
p r i v a t e  investment.  

One compet i to r  f o r  investment i n  a Northern Kentucky 
r a i l r o a d  was e l imina ted  i n  February 1847 when t h e  
Licking River Navigation Company f o r f e i t e d  its char- 
ter. The c a n a l  would have been a s e r i o u  t h r e a t  t o  
a p a r a l l e l  r a i l r o a d  t h a t  would depend on bulky a g r i -  
c u l t u r a l  goods t o  make a p r o f i t .  The r u r a l  blue- 
g r a s s  region could have taken advantage of t h e  slow 
but  cheap wate r  r a t e  t o  bankrupt a compet i t ive  r a i l -  
road. The o l d  locks  which were v i r t u a l l y  complete 
t o  Falmouth w e r e  abandoned f o r e v e r  and t h e i r  s t o n e  
w a s  g radua l ly  q u a r r i e d  over  t h e  next  20 y e a r s  t o  
b u i l d  farmhouses a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  foundat ion of t h e  
Suspension Bridge a t  C i n c i n n a t i .  

In  1849 t h e  Lexington and Licking Ra i l road  was re- 
c h a r t e r e d  a s  t h e  Lexington and Covington Ra i l road  
which e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  problem of Kenton County fund- 
ing .  In  June 1849 t h e  g r e a t  ques t ion  i n  Northern 
Kentucky was, "Where is t h e  suppor t  f o r  t h i s  g r e a t  
p r o j e c t  a t  t h e  o t h e r  end." B.F.  Sanford proposed 
t h a t  s t a t e  suppor t  was necessary.  H e  suggested 
t h a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i s s u e  S t a t e  Stock t o  be se- 
cured by an equa l  amount of r a i l r o a d  s t o c k  i n  re- 
t u r n  f o r  a f i r s t  mortgage on t h e  a s s e t s  of t h e  
r a i l r o a d ,  equa l  " t o  h a l f  of t h e  t o t a l  amount loan- 
ed."  In  t h i s  way t h e  road would be b u i l t  by Euro- 
pean i n v e s t o r s  and t h e  l i m i t e d  l o c a l  c a p i t a l  would 
be r e l e a s e d  f o r  o b j e c t s  of l o c a l  and more p r i v a t e  
e n t e r p r i s e .  Displaying t h e  s p i r i t  of optimism of 
t h e  t ime ,  Sanford assured  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t ,  "The 
S t a t e  Bonds would be s o l d  a t  no more than s i x  per- 
cen t  i n t e r e s t  whi le  t h e  road would show d iv idends  
of not  less than t e n  p e r c e n t . "  



The S t a t e  d i d  not  a c t  i n  1849 and newspapers i n  
both Lexington and Covington r e p o r t e d  rumors t h a t  
a New York Company had taken  a l l  of t h e  remaining 
s t o c k  i n  t h e  Lexington and Covington. The r e p o r t  
was rece ived  wi th  guarded optimism and t h e  r e g i s -  
ter repor ted  t h a t  Bourbon, S c o t t ,  Har r i son ,  Pen- 
d l e t o n  and Campbell Count ies  would b e n e f i t  as much 
o r  more than F a y e t t e  and Kenton should t h e  r e p o r t  
be  t r u e .  The Lexington A t l a s  opined t h a t  land on 
o r  near  t h e  r o u t e ,  "would double i n  va lue . . . "  They 
were a l s o  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  r o u t e  would be b u i l t  
wi th  o r  without  Eas te rn  money. Surveying' f o r  t h e  
l i n e  w a s  begun i n  1850. 

Desp i te  t h e  suppor t  from both e n d s , t h e  road remain- 
ed  s h o r t  on funds u n t i l  t h e  S t a t e  of Kentucky a c t e d  
i n  1851 t o  a l low t h e  f u r t h e r  suppor t  by t h e  c i t i e s .  
Perhaps t h e  completion of t h e  Lexington and Frank- 
f o r t  Rai l road down t h e  c l i f f  i n t o  Frankfor t  i n  
March 04 1851 impressed t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  a t t e n d i n g  
t h e  s e s s i o n .  Covington renewed its $100,000.00 
investment and increased  it by ano ther  $200,000.00. 
In any event  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s t a r t e d  i n  e a r n e s t  i n  
1852 and t h e  road w a s  completed t o  Falmouth i n  
October 1853. In  t h e  meantime, Maysvi l le  which 
helped block t h e  C i n c i n n a t i  and Charles ton R a i l -  
road i n  t h e  l a t e  t h i r t i e s ,  secured  a Char te r  f o r  
t h e  Maysville and Lexington R a i l r o a d ' i n  1851. Th is  
r o u t e  was c r u c i a l  t o  maintain  t h e  town's o l d  busi-  
ness  between t h e  east coas t  and t h e  b l u e g r a s s  re- 
gion.  The i s s u e  w a s  pushed s o  vigorously t h a t  t h e  
l i n e  reached P a r i s  on Christmas day i n  1853. 

Most of t h e  right-of-way had been r e l e a s e d  f r e e  of 
charge by t h e  owners. Mortimer Murray Benton, Pre- 
s i d e n t  of t h e  Lexington and Covington Ra i l road  re- 
por ted  t h a t  t h e  ninety-s ix  mi le  road would have 
over  3000 f e e t  of b r i c k  arched t u n n e l s ,  f u l l  mason- 
ry b r i d g e s ,  and very l i t t l e  grade on its planned 
r o u t e  t o  Lexington. In e a r l y  1854, Benton es t imated  
t h a t  it would t a k e  another  $551,000.00 t o  complete 
t h e  roadbed and another  $196,360.00 t o  purchase 
equipment. By May 1854 s e r v i c e  was opened . t o  Cyn- 
t h i a n a  and t h e  grade was l a r g e l y  complete t o  Lex- 
ington.  

Funding w a s  s h o r t  and much of t h e  l i n e  was b u i l t  
w i t h  l i g h t  weight r a i l s  and without  b a l l a s t .  Faced 
with  r a i s i n g  l a r g e  sums t o  complete t h e  P a r i s  t o  
Lexington s e c t i o n ,  t h e  Board of D i r e c t o r s  decided 
on December 20, 1854, t o  l e a s e  t h e  P a r i s  t o  Lexing- 
ton  l i n e  of t h e  Lexington and Maysville f o r  18 
months a t  $1250.00 a month provided t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  
f i v e  months r e n t  be a p p l i e d  t o  improving t h e  l i n e .  
By Christmas day i n  1854 r e g u l a r  s e r v i c e  was i n  
opera t ion  from Covingtoxi t o  Lexington. The r o u t e  
t o  P a r i s  had been completed a t  a c o s t  of $2,435,939. 
During its f i r s t  y e a r ,  t h e  road took i n  $264,973.66 
wi th  n e t  ea rn ings  of over  h a l f  of t h e  amount. 

Eighteen hundred f i f t y - f o u r  was a b i g  year  i n  Cov- 
ington.  The s h o r t  l i v e d  $80,000.,00 suspension 
br idge  t o  Newport opened, a c a t h e d r a l  was under 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  new Diocese of Covington, and 
t h e  c i t y  was f i r s t  l i g h t e d  by gas  from t h e  new gas  
works. More important  perhaps was t h e  completion 
of t h e  Lexington and Covington Ra i l road  which made 
Cinc inna t i  t h e  market of choice f o r  C e n t r a l  Kentucky 

A prosperous f e r r y  and t r a n s f e r  t r a d e  developed i n  
Covington t o  t r a n s p o r t  produce and merchandise from 
t h e  Cinc inna t i  water  f r o n t  t o  t h e  terminus of t h e  
Covington and Lexington a t  P ike  S t r e e t  and Washing- 
ton.  The smal l  town of Covington began t o  c r e e p  
sou th  commercially and t u r n  i ts  back on its poor ly  
l o c a t e d  p u b l i c  landing.  Fourth  and F i f t h  S t r e e t s  
which were l a r g e l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  changed very l i t t l e .  
S c o t t  and Madison and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  Lexington Turn- 

p i k e  n e a r  t h e  proposed depot were d e s t i n e d  t o  become 
t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  new Business  D i s t r i c t  i n  Covington 
which faced  sou th  and no t  nor th .  T h e ' t r a i n s  s topped 
i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of Washington S t r e e t  because t h e  d i r -  
e c t o r s  delayed c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a depot u n t i l  t h e i r  
f i n a n c e s  improved. 

( t o  b e  con t inued)  

TROUBLE I N  LATONIA... 

Among t h e  many f i g u r e s  i n  Kenton County's h i s t o r y ,  
James T. E a r l e  s t a n d s  o u t  as a l i t t l e  known bu t  in- 
f l u e n t i a l  r a s i d e n t .  H e  was t o  rise from h i s  humble 
beginnings t o  become one of t h e  most w e l l  known and 
outspoken men of h i s  day. 

H e  was born i n  1866 i n  Harr ison County, Kentucky, 
t h e  home of t h e  E a r l e  family f o r  many years .  
Through h i s  e i g h t e e n t h  y e a r ,  James E a r l e  worked 
on t h e  family farm and a t t e n d e d  t h e  l o c a l  schools .  
H e  then  s t u d i e d  t e legraphy  and began working f o r  
d i f f e r e n t  r a i l r o a d  companies. H i s  jobs  t m n s f e r -  
r e d  him t o  many p l a c e s ,  even C i n c i n n a t i .  There. 
i n  1888he became t h e  j o i n t  f r e i g h t  agent  of t h e  
Chesapeake and Ohio and t h e  L o u i s v i l l e  and Nash- 
v i l l e  l i n e s .  

A s  an e a r l y  r e s i d e n t  of La ton ia ,  M r .  E a r l e  became 
a c t i v e  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  of t h e  smal l  c i t y .  H e  s e r v e d  
on t h e  c i t y  counc i l  and t h e  school  board and was 
t h e  postmaster  f o r  t h e  town. In  1906 he  became t h e  
Mayor of Latonia .  His  t e n u r e  was t o  be f i l l e d  wi th  
much con t roversy .  

La ton ia  was a growing c i t y .  Mayor E a r l e  developed 
seventy-seven houses h imse l f .  During h i s  term i n  
o f f i c e ,  t h e  c i t y  was c o n s t a n t l y  growing. C i t y  
counc i l  and t h e  mayor supported t h e  r a p i d  develop- 
ment. 

Unfor tunately  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  c o u n c i l  
and t h e  mayor w a s  not  always s o  amiable.  Mayor 
E a r l e ' s  views on l i q u o r  and gambling were not  i n  
accord w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  l e a d e r s  of t h e  c i t y .  E a r l e  
wanted a l l  t h e  sa loons  c l o s e d  on Sundays. H e  f e l t  
t h a t  t o o  many u n d e s i r a b l e  people  came t o  t h e  b a r s  
on t h a t  day and wreaked havoc i n  t h e  c i t y .  

The c i t y  c o u n c i l  d i sagreed  w i t h  t h e  mayor and 
passed a r e s o l u t i o n  s t a t i n g  t h e  e x a c t  o p p o s i t e  o f  
t h e  mayor's wishes.  E a r l e  c i t e d  a letter from Gov- 
e r n o r  Beckham condoning h i s  a c t i o n s  and s a i d ,  " I f  
t h e  s a l o o n s  of La ton ia  do not  obey my o r d e r s  and 
t h e  law of Kentucky by c l o s i n g  on Sundays, I s h a l l  
see t h a t  they  a r e  c losed  every day i n  t h e  week." 

The next  Sunday, the sa loons  were c l o s e d  even though 
t h e r e  was no c i t y  o rd inance  s t a t i n g  t h a t  they  had 
t o .  The sa loon  Keepers c l o s e d  a t  E a r l e ' s  "request." 
P o l i c e  Chief John Hamlin d i d  not  know whether t o  
obey t h e  mayor o r  t h e  c o u n c i l .  Even tua l ly ,  E a r l e  
wi thhe ld  Hamlin's s a l a r y  because E a r l e  f e l t  he 
wasn ' t  doing h i s  duty.  

E a r l e ' s  outspoken p o s i t i o n  on d r i n k i n g  and gambling 
made him t h e  i d e a l  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
Law and Order League. I t s  aims were: 

. . .  t o  inform t h e  people  through t h e  p u l p i t  
p r e s s ,  and by every a v a i l a b l e  means, of t h e  
laws regard ing  cr ime;  t o  s e c u r e  amendments 
where d e f e c t s  a r e  found i n  e x i s t i n g  laws 
when t h e  same a r e  deemed necessary.  

B a s i c a l l y ,  t h e  Law and Order League was a g a i n s t  
gambling of any kind and had t h e  suppor t  of sever-  
a l  m i n i s t e r s .  



E a r l e ' s  crusade aga ins t  gambling went s o  f a r  t h a t  
he h i r ed  de t ec t ives  from t h e  Acme Secre t  Service 
Bureau of Cinc innat i  t o  i nves t iga t e  c i t y  workers. 
Ear le  never f u l l y  d isc losed  t h e  f ind ings  of t h e  
de t ec t ives ,  but he d id  a l l e g e  t h a t  some c i t y  work- 
e r s  were being bribed and w e r e  allowing i l l e g a l  
bookmaking t o  take place i n  t h e  City of Latonia. 

When t h e  c i t y  counci l  received t h e  de t ec t ive  b i l l  
f o r  $755.00, q u i t e  a sum i n  1907, they refused t o  
pay it. Exist ing records do not revea l  whether 
t he  b i l l  waa paid o r  not .  

After  t h e  annexation of Latonia by Covington, Earle  
ran f o r  Kenton County Conmissioner. Perhaps some 
of our  readers  could l e t  us know when Mayor Ear le  
passed away. 

Much of t h e  information f o r  t h e  above a r t i c l e  w a s  
gathered by Damian J. H i l s  from t h e  His torx  of 
Kentuck and Kentuckians by E. Polk Johnson and 
turn-o - the century a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  nevsDaRer f i l e .  + 
NOTICE -- UPCOMING PROGRAMS... 

September 6 - "Kenton County Suburbs: t h e  Dixie 
Highway Corridor" (with s l i d e s )  by Paul Tenkotte,  
res ident  of Park H i l l s  and Graduate Student a t  t h e  
Universi ty of Cincinnat i .  

October 4 - "The Architecture of Downtown Coving- 
ton (Pa r t  I I ) , "  People and p laces  along Madison, 
Pike and Main (with s l i d e s  of both pas t  and p r e  
s en t  s i t e s ) ,  by Walter Langsam, researcher  f o r  
Covington's economic development program. 

ANNUAL YEETING -- ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR 1984.. . 
The Annual Meeting and e l e c t i o n  of o f f i c e r s  of t h e  
Kenton County H i s t o r i c a l  Society w i l l  be held on 
Tuesday, September 6 ,  1983. You a r e  i nv i t ed  t o  
make nominations f o r  t h e  o f f i c e s  of P re s iden t ,  
Vice Pres ident ,  Secre ta ry ,  Treasurer  and Direc tor .  
Note - According t o  our  bylaws, John Boh is not 
e l i g i b l e  t o  run f o r  pres ident .  

These nominations a r e  v i t a l  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  of t h e  
organizat ion.  We a r e  looking f o r  new people t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  as o f f i c e r s .  Senior  c i t i z e n s ,  s t uden t s ,  
o r  anyone with s i n c e r e  i n t e r e s t  is more than welcome. 
Being an o f f i c e r  does not r equ i r e  at tendance a t  
every meeting. In  f a c t ,  w e  need persona who a r e  
w i l l i n g  t o  do a few hours c l e r i c a l  work every month 
i n  t h e i r  spa re  time. Primari ly t h i s  involves coor- 
d ina t ing  meetings and events .  Often an o f f i c e r ' s  
most important funct ion is simply t o  t h ink  of new 
ideas  and t o  plan f u t u r e  a c t i v i t i e s .  

GENEOLOGICAL QUERIES ... 
We have received reques ts  f o r  i n fomut ion  on t h e  
f ami l i e s  o f :  August brand, John Bate, Benjmin  
Beale (Bea l l ) ,  Amanda Boughner, Charles F. 
Boll inger .  Grover Dodd. W i l l i a m  Kennedy, I saac  
N. Lane, Thomas Logan, William Orautt  (sometimes 
indexed Oren t ) ,  I saac  Squires  and t h e  Terlau 
family. 

I f  you have any information on ' these f m i l i e s ,  
' 

please  contact  t h e  Kenton County Ii.istorica1 Society.  
P.O. Box 641, Covington, Kentucky 41012, Attn: 
Dorothy Wieck. 

PUBLICATIONS . . . MEMBERSHIP. . . 
The following books may be purchased from t h e  Individual---------------------------- $5.00 
Society.  Please c i r c l e  t h e  book(s) you want t o  Student------------------------------- $2.00 
order  and send along with your check t o  t h e  Soci- Contributing------------------------ $10.00 
e ty .  Business, Znst. Prof.---------------- $15.00 

Sustaining--------------------------- $50.00 
Gentlemen Farmers t o  City Folks,  Gastright----$2.50 Lifetime--------------------------- $100.00 

Note: Membership dues and donat ions a r e  t a x  deduct- 
Westside Covington Walking Tour, Boh/Boehmker-$2.50 ib le ,and  f o r  a two year  payment, you can ge t  t h e  

Westside Walking Tour booklet o r  t h e  book From 
Kenton County Cemetery Book------------------ $22.00 Gentlemen Farmers t o  C i t y  Folks f r e e  of charge. 

NAME: M i s s ,  M r s . ,  M r . ,  o r  M s .  

S t r e e t  A d d r e s s  

C i t y  of Town 

S t a t e  County 

Phone  Payment E n c l o s e d  

Make c h e c k  p a y a b l e  t o  t h e  Kenton  County  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  c /o  t h e  T r e a s u r e r  
P.O. Box 6 4 1 ,  C o v i n g t o n ,  Kentucky  41012.  Thanks .  



REVOLUTIONARY WAR VETERANS I N  KENTON COUNTY.. . 
Although much is known about John Keen, a Revolu- 
t i o n a r y  War Veteran,  t h e r e  a r e  still q u e s t i o n s  
about h i s  family t h a t  w i l l  never be answered. John 
Keen was born c i r c a  1759-60 probably i n  Virginia-  
In 1778 John Keen, an orphon, was inden tured  t o  
John Coleman according t o  t h e  records  of Spot t -  
s y l v a n i a  County, Vi rg in ia .  There is a p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  h i s  f a t h e r  w a s  John Keen who d i e d  i n  1777 
whi le  being h e l d  as a p r i s o n e r  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h ,  
which is shown on t h e  Muster Rol l  da ted  May 1777 
f o r  Captain Gabr ie l  Long's Company, t h e  Eleventh 
Regiment commanded by Colonel Daniel  Morgan. John 
Keen w a s  marr ied on J u l y  1 8 ,  1781, t o  Hethia  ( H e t t i a  
( H e t t i a )  Williams i n  S p o t t s y l v a n i a  County, V i r g i n i a .  
Around 1808-09 John Keen bought 100 a c r e s  on t h e  
wate rs  of Cru i ses  Creek, i n  t h e  boundary of John 
H a r r i s  Survey, from John and M i l l i s e n t  Fowler of 
t h e  County of Faye t te .  I t  is assumed t h a t  John 
Keen's farm was on o r  near  Pf lumf l ing  Road a t  
Cru i ses  Creek. The 1810 Campbell County Census 
shows John Keen over  45,  one female over  45, one 
female 10-16, one female 16-26 and one female 25- 
45. The 1820 Campbell County Census shows John and 
h i s  w i f e ,  one female 16-26 and one male under 5 ,  
wi th  h i s  two o l d e r  daughte rs (? )  marr ied o r d e c e a s e d .  
The young boy must be Fountain Young who is a l s o  
shown i n  t h e  1830 and 1840 Census l i v i n g  w i t h  John 
Keen. The 1830 Campbell County Census shows John, 
wi fe ,  no daughte rs ,  but  t h r e e  males,  one is 10-15, 
another  5-10 and still ano ther  under 5.  No doubt 
t h e s e  t h r e e  boys a r e  Fountain ,  Uadison and Barne t t  
Young. The 1840 Campbell County Census shows John 
Keen, h i s  w i f e  and t h e  t h r e e  males mentioned above. 
Although h i s  w i l l  s t a t e s ,  " I ,  John Keen, of t h e  
County of Campbell" and da ted  March 31, 1840, t h e  
w i l l  was recorded i n  Kenton County, (Wi l l  Book 1 ,  
page 9 ) .  March 1841. In  t h i s  w i l l  John Keen l e a v e s  
$1.09 t o  h i s  b r o t h e r  Joseph Keen. Joseph w a s  born 
circa 1775, marr ied Ca ther ine  Hutcherson i n  1796 i n  
Harrison County, Kentucky and by 1810 was l i v i n g  

near  John Keen. A t  t h e  t ime of John Keen's d e a t h ,  
Joseph Keen was l i v i n g  i n  Boone County, Kentucky. 
near  h i s  daughter  and son-in-law, S a r d  and W i l l i a m  
Roberts ,  J r . ,  John Keen's e n t i r e  e s t a t e  was l e f t  t o  
Fountain ,  Madison and B a r n e t t  Young. H e  named " h i s  
f r i e n d s "  Fountain and Madison Young as h i s  execu- 
t o r s .  Consider ing t h e  f a c t  t h e s e  boys were shown 
as l i v i n g  w i t h  John Keen i n  t h e  census years  and 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  John c u t  o f f  h i s  b r o t h e r  Joseph wi th  
$1.00 does i n d i c a t e  a closer r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
John Keen and t h e  t h r e e  Young boys than  " f r i e n d s , "  
and it is supposed they  a r e  h i s  grandchi ldren.  I n  
t h e  Kenton County Court Order book 1 is t h e  follow- 
ing :  ". . . i t  w a s  proved i n  open c o u r t  by t h e  o a t h s  

) of John Byland and James Ross t h a t  s a i d  Keene was a 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s o l d i e r  and pensioner  - t h a t  s a i d  
Keen d i e d  5 t h  October . ,  1840 leav ing  Fountain .  
Madison and Barne t t  Young h i s  h e i r s  and d i v i e e e s  
and t h a t  Het ty  t h e  widow of John Keen deceased, 
d i e d  i n  J u l y  1842." Fountain Young and Martha Ross 
w e r e  marr ied J u l y  21, 1841, by John G.  E l l i s ,  an 
E lder  i n  Cru i ses  Creek Church. I t  could b e  assumed 
t h a t  John Keen and h i s  w i f e  Hethia  a r e  b u r i e d  i n  
t h e  Cru i ses  Creek Church Cemetery, however, John 
Keen and h i s  w i f e  could have been b u r i e d  on t h e i r  
own land  i n  a smal l  family cemetery. No doubt they  
were b u r i e d  somewhere i n  Kenton County. 

Another ve te ran  i n  Kenton County. Kentucky, is 
W i l l i a m  Stephens. H e  w a s  a Liutenant  i n  Washing- 
t o n ' s  Army. H e  came from V i r g i n i a  and is bur ied  
a t  mites Tower Cemetery j u s t  o f f  of Taylor  M i l l  
Road. Th is  cemetery is no longer  v i s i b l e  as it is 
s a i d  t h e  markers from t h i s  cemetery were taken up 
and placed i n  a basement nearby, whether as bu i ld -  
ing  m a t e r i a l  o r  safe-keeping is not  known. H i s  
w i l l  w a s  recorded March 24, 1817, W i l l  Book A, page 
253, Campbell County, Kentucky. 

Contr ibuted by Mrs. C.E. L e i b l i e ,  Route 1 ,  Box 
1106, Napoleon, Missouri  64074 


