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Bridge Fell 70 Feet 
into Licking River I t  was a  happy o c c a s i o n  when Mayor  

Bush rod  F o l e y  o f  C o v i n g t o n  was t h e  f i r s t  
t o  c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  i n  l a t e  December o f  

I n  t h e  18501s ,  a  man b y  t h e  name o f  1853. However, a b o u t  t h r e e  weeks l a t e r ,  
K i l  b u r n  s k e t c h e d  " t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f e a t u r e s "  b o t h  c i t i e s  were  t a k e n  by  s u r p r i s e  when 
o f  C o v i n g t o n  and Newpor t  f o r  an i l l u s -  t h e i r  e l e g a n t  new b r i d g e  t o o k  a  p l u n g e  
t r a t e d  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  day. A c o l -  i n t o  t h e  L i c k i n g .  The C o v i n t o n  J o u r n a l  
l e c t i o n  o f  M r .  K i l b u r n ' s  p r i n t e d  o f  J a n u a r y  21, 1854 r a n  an a r t i c l e  'FA 
s k e t c h e s  was p u r c h a s e d  by  t h e  Tuesday G r e a t  Work i n  R u i n s ! "  
C l u b  i n  1915 and g i v e n  t o  t h e  P u b l i c  "On Monday e v e n i n g  l a s t ,  a t  5  o ' c l o c k  
L i b r a r y  o f  C o v i n g t o n .  The p r i n t s  a r e  t h e  i r o n  b a r s  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  c a b l e s  and 
now i n  t h e  Ken tucky  and L o c a l  H i s t o r y  t h e  r i g h t - h a n d  a n c h o r  o f  t h e  Newpor t  
C o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Kenton  County  P u b l i c  and C o v i n g t o n  Suspens ion  B r i d g e ,  on t h e  
L i b r a r y , .  Two o f  t h e  a r t i s t ' s  s k e t c h e s  Newpor t  s i d e ,  gave way, and t h e  e n t i r e  
a r e  pres'e3i"ted h e r e .  s t r u c t u r e  f e l l  w i t h  a t remendous c r a s h  

C o v i n g t o n ' s  f i r s t  C i ty  H a l l  and C o u r t -  i n t o  t h e  L i c k i n g ,  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  70 f e e t !  
house s t o o d  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  T h i r d  and The b r i d g e  i n  i t s  d e s c e n t ,  t u r n e d  b o t -  
Greenup S t r e e t s .  The c o r n e r s t o n e  was tom up t w i s t i n g  t h e  c a b l e s  as i f  t h e y  
l a i d  on June  2 4 t h ,  1843. had been so  many l i g h t  c o r d s .  The t o w e r s  

The g r o u n d  l e v e l  housed t h e  M a y o r ' s *  were  n o t  i n j u r e d ;  i n d e e d ,  a l l  t h e  mason 
o f f i c e ,  t h e  C o u n c l l  Chambers, t h e  A r c h -  work  r e m a i n s  p e r f e c t l y  f i r m . .  ." 
i v e s ,  t h e  F i r e  Companies, and " o t h e r  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  was c o m p l e t e d  by  June  o f  
m u n i c i p a l  pu rposes " .  The m a i n  l e v e l  1854. However, t h e  newspaper n o t e d  "The 
c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  . l a r g e  h a l l  where p u b l i c  a c c i d e n t  w h i c h  b e f e l l  t h e  L i c k i n g  b r i d g e  
assemblages c o u l d  be h e l d .  The wooden has u n s e t t l e d  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  o f  some 
gen t leman t o p p i n g  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was t h e  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  s u s p e n s i o n  
p r o d u c t  o f  a  s u b s c r i p t i o n  d r i v e  i n  1844, f o r  works  o f  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r " .  
The s t a t u e  r e p r e s e n t s  George Wash ing ton ,  The S o c i e t y  has a r r a n g e d  f o r  two  ske t ches  
who won o v e r  D a n i e l  Boone d e s p i t e  t h e  t o  be r e p r o d u c e d  on n o t e  c a r d s .  They a r e  
l o c a l  newspape r ' s  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  l a t t e r *  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  H a l l m a r k  Ga l -  

The second scene i s  o f  t h e  Newpor t  and l e r y  Shop, 12 West P i k e  S t r e e t .  Proceeds 
I C o v i n g t o n  B r i d g e ,  w h i c h  was p u t  u n d e r  f r o m  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  c a r d s  w i l l  be  used 
, C o n t r a c t  i n  e a r l y  1853 w i t h  t h e  s t i p u -  by t h e  S o c i e t y  t o  f u r t h e r  d e v e l o p  and 

l a t i o n  t h a t  i t  be c o m p l e t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e s e r v e  o u r  a r e a ' s  r i c h  h i s t o r y .  
y e a r .  
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THIS OLD HOUSE 

The h i s t o r y  o f  a  c o u n t y  i s  r e f l e c t e d  b y  
t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  i t s  r e s i d e n t s  and, f o r  
t h a t  r e a s o n ,  P a t  W o l c o t t  and M a r i l y n  Fuch 
have p r e p a r e d  a  c o l o r  s l i d e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
f e a t u r i n g  t h e  o l d  homes o f  Ken ton  Co. 
w i t h  a  b r i e f  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  f a m i l i e s  who 
b u i l t  them. I t  i s  c a l l e d ,  " T h i s  O l d  
House".  I n  May o f  1978, " T h i s  O l d  House" 
was t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  p rog ram f o r  t h  
communi ty .  I t  was h e l d  3 t  Srace  B a p t i s t  
Church i n  Independence  and a t t e n d e d  by 
125 p e o p l e .  A  second  s l i d e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  
w i l l  be one o f  t h e  S o c i e t  ' s  s p r i n g  
p rograms i n  1979. 

The re  a r e  a  number o f  l o g  homes, r e s t o r e  
b y  t h e  owners ,  t h a t  r e t a i n  such  f e a t u r e s  
as o r i g i n a l  window g l a s s ,  l a r g e  c o o k i n g  
f i r e p l a c e s  and exposed  l o g  w a l l s .  P i c t u r  
t a k e n  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  have been r e p r o d u c e d  
and a r e  compared w i t h  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  
homes as t h e y  l o o k  t o d a y .  Th rough  i n t e r -  
e s t e d  c o u n t y  r e s i d e n t s ,  p i c t u r e s  o f  
houses r a z e d  y e a r s  ago were  o b t a i n e d  and 
c o p i e d .  Examples a r e  t h e  S a n f o r d  home 
t h a t  s t o o d  where t h e  F t .  M i t c h e l l  Shopp in  
C e n t e r  now s t a n d s ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  B a r t l e t t  
Graves home on Commonwealth Ave. i n  
E r l a n g e r  and t h e  B u c k n e r  home a t  t h e  c o r n  
o f  T u r k e y f o o t  Rd. and D u d l e y  P i k e .  The 
e a r l i e s t  home s t i l l  s t a n d i n g  d a t e s  back  
t o  1817 and mos t  a r e  p r e - C i v i l  War. 

T h i s  one h o u r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  90 s l i d e s  
i s  a v a i l a b l e ,  f o r  a  s m a l l  f e e ,  t o  any 
c l u b  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c o u n t y  
h i s t o r y .  The second  s l i d e  p rog ram i s  
n e a r l y  c o m p l e t e d  and, a g a i n ,  w i  11  f e a t u r e  
90 s l i d e s .  

Mrs .  D o r o t h y  Wieck has g r a c i o u s l y  
a g r e e d  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  g e n e a l o g i c a l  
l e t t e r s  o f  i n q u i r y  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  
S o c i e t y .  

The O r a l  H i s t o r y  Commi t tee  g e n e r a l l y  ha! 
s o u g h t  e l d e r l y  c i t i z e n s  w i t h  t h e  back -  
g r o u n d  t o  n a r r a t e  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  f r o m  t h e  
e a r l i e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  C e n t u r y .  V a r i o u s  
a r e a s  a r o u n d  C o v i n g t o n  have been de- 
s c r i b e d :  West C o v i n g t o n  b y  r e t i r e d  Rev. 
W a l t e r  Haup t ;  t h e  West End ( I r i s h )  b y  M r  
W i  11  i am  F a r r e l l  ; R i v e r s i d e  D r i ve -Greenup  
S t r e e t  b y  Mrs .  P e a r l  Seymour and Mrs .  
K a r l  ~ n y d e r  Schramm; L e w i s b u r g  b y  M r .  
Ambrose Becke r ;  and, E a s t e r n - W a l l a c e  
Avenues b y  M r .  D .  H. Hubbard,  r e t i r e d  
p r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  s c h o o l .  Mrs .  
Mary  Andrews has i n t e r v i e w e d  M r .  V i n c e n t  
K e l l e r ,  r e t i r e d  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  Devou 
P a r k  and p e r s o n s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p r o -  
m o t i o n  o f  t h e  once p o p u l a r  Devou Bandshe 
e n t e r n t a i n m e n t  p rog rams .  F i n a l l y ,  M r .  
R a l p h  M u r r a y  has made p r e l i m i n a r y  c o n t a c 3  
i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n d u c t  a  s e r i e s  o f  i n t e r v i e \  
i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  O l d  L a t o n i a  Race 
T r a c k .  

A p p r o p r i a t e l y ,  t h e  O r a l  H I s t o r y  Commi t t ~  
has n o t  i g n o r e d  " o u t  i n  t h e  c o u n t y . "  M r  
Ben Bee rs  and M r .  and Mrs .  James W o r s t e r  
have d e s c r i b e d  t h e  I n d e p e n d e n c e - E r l a n g e r  
s e c t i o n s .  M r .  W i l l a r d  Benson has p r o -  
v i d e d  a  d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  o f  c o u n t y  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p rog rams .  M r .  C h e s t e r  
M u l l i n s  b r i e f l y  t o l d  o f  h i s  o l d  f a r m  m i l '  
h a u l i n g  r o u t e  and M r .  R o b e r t  E l l i o t ,  
d e s c r i b e d  o l d  t i m e  f a r m i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

G e n e r a l  l y ,  t h o s e  i n t e r v i e w e d  have. 
o f f e r e d  a  w e a l t h  o f  b a c k g r o u n d  i n f o r -  
m a t i o n .  I n  a  s e s s i o n  a t  S t .  C h a r l e s  
N u r s i n g  Home, M i s s  E i l e e n  McCarthy; 
s t u d e n t  o f  Duvenec,  b r i e f l y  n a r r a t e d  h e r  
p a i n t i n g  and  t e a c h i n g  c a r e e r .  Two' 
g e n t l e m e n  v e r y  w e l l  known t o  e a r l  
, c o u n t r y  m u s i c ,  M r .  B a l  l a r d  (Pappy 3 
T a y l o r  and M r .  B e r t  Layne  d e s c r i b e d  
t i m e s ,  t r a v e l s  and m u s i c .  Mrs .  Schramm, 
m e n t i o n e d  above, possesses  i t e m s  passed  
down t o  h e r  b y  h e r  f a t h e r ,  Sam Snyder  
o f  8 t h  and Greenup S t r e e t s ,  who f o u g h t  
i n  t h e  C i v i l  War. She has e v i d e n c e  t h a t  
an  a n c e s t o r  was Aid-de-Camp t o  G e n e r a l  
Wash ing ton .  

On A p r i l  21-22 M i k e  A v e r d i c k  and  John  
Boh a t t e n d e d  an O r a l  H i s t o r y  Con fe rence  
and Workshop a t  E a s t e r n  K e n t u c k y  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  Richmond, Ky. Members o f  
t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  O r a l  H i s t o r y  Commiss ion 
we re  p r e s e n t ,  and e x p e r i e n c e d  i n t e r -  
v i e w e r s  gave  workshops  and p a r t i c i p a t e d  
i n  c o n f e r e n c e s .  
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F i n a n c i a l  R e p o r t  o f  

Income and D i s t r i b u t i o n  
CEMETERIES 

Sep t .  1, 1977 t o  Sep t .  1, 1978 The s t a t e  p r o j e c t  o f  l o c a t i n g  and copy-  
i n g  a l l  c e m e t e r i e s  i n  each o f  t h e  

INCOME K e n t u c k y  c o u n t i e s  has been e x t e n d e d  f o r  
I n d i v i d u a l  Membersh ips  ( 8 6 )  $430.00 an i n d e f i n i t e  p e r i o d .  T h e r e  had  been two  
I n s t i t u t i o n a l  Membersh ip (1 )  15.00 y e a r  d e a d l i n e s ,  b u t  two  y e a r s  have  passed  
C o n t r i b u t i o n s  8.00 and mos t  c o u n t y  c h a i r m e n  a r e  s t i l l  f i n d -  
P r o j e c t  S a l e s  138.50 i ng 1  ong -neg l  e c t e d  b u r i a l  s i t e s .  The re -  

$591.50- f o r e ,  t h i s  w i l l  be  a  c o n t i n u i n g  p r o j e c t .  

C e m e t e r i e s  i n  Ken ton  Co. have  been 
DISTRIBUTION c o p i e d  a t  random and p r i n t e d  by  i n d i v i d u -  

Pos tage  and S t a t i o n e r y  $100.00 a l s  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  b u t ,  
Bookkeep ing  S u p p l i e s  20.18 u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  Ken ton  Co. i s  a b o u t  25 
P r o j e c t  S u p p l i e s  184.93 y e a r s  t o o  l a t e  because  b u i l d e r s  and i n d i -  

$305.11 v i d u a l s  have  o b l i t e r a t e d  a  g r e a t  number 
CASH BALANCE 286.39 

$591.50 
o f  p r i v a t e  p l o t s .  I n  f ew  i n s t a n c e s  t h e  

-- - -- t ombs tones  were  removed t o  a n o t h e r  ceme- 
t e r y ,  e i t h e r  H i g h l a n d s  o r  Independence ,  
b u t  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  cases  t h e y  were  

HISTORIC SITES j u s t  p l owed  unde r ,  t h r o w n  i n t o  a  n e a r b y  
g u l l y  o r  b r o k e n  up f o r  s t o n e  w a l k s .  

The H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  Commi t t e e ,  c h a i r e d  
by  John Bu rns ,  was o r g a n i z e d  i n  F e b r u a r y  The c e m e t e r y  c o m m i t t e e  has been a b l e  
o f  1978. I t s  f i r s t  g o a l  was t o  save  and t o  l o c a t e  and r e c o r d  90 s m a l l  f a m i l y  
r e s t o r e  a  w a l l - s i z e d  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  p l o t s  t h u s f a r .  T h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  10 
B u l l  Durham Smoking Tobacco.  The f a d e d  more t h a t  a r e  t o o  ove rg rown  f o r  summer 
sign, w h i c h  came t o  l i g h t  when a  n e i g h b o r -  r e s e a r c h .  Commi t tee  members a r e : V i r g i n i a  
i n g  b u i l d i n g  was d e m o l i s h e d ,  has been Reyno lds ,  D o r o t h y  Dewar, H e l e n  Dewar, Sue 
j u d g e d  by  a  l e a d i n g  l o c a l  commerc i a l  H u t s e l l ,  J o y c e  Sanders ,  B a r b a r a  W i l s o n ,  
a r t i s t  t o  be one o f  t h e  f i n e s t  and b e s t  M a r i l y n  Fuchs,  R u s s e l l  S c h l e y e r ,  J i m  
p r e s e r v e d  o f  i t s  t y p e  i n  t h e  Oh io  V a l l e y .  K i g e r ,  Edna Soe te ,  John Boh, Lee Haynes, 
I t  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  8 t h ,  L o i s  Schoborg  and P a t  W o l c o t t ,  Cha i rman.  
B a n k l i c k  and C r a i g  S t r e e t s .  

0 

The owner o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  on w h i c h  t h e  Cop ies  o f  t h e  ceme te r y  r e c o r d s  w i l l  be  
s i g n  i s  l o c a t e d  was c o n t a c t e d  and gave s e n t  t o  F r a n k f o r t ,  p r i n t e d  and t h e n  
o r a l  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  s o c i e t y  t o  r e s t o r e  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  o f  each c o u n t y  as 
t h e  s i g n .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  James Brown a  r e f e r e n c e  a i d .  
F o u n d a t i o n  o f  L o u i s v i l l e  was c o n t a c t e d  
w i t h  t h e  hope o f  s e c u r i n g  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  family files 
f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t .  We were  e v e n t u a l l y  A g a i n  t o  t h e  c r e d i t  o f  P a t  W o l c o t t  
a d v i s e d  by  t h e  f o - u n d a t i o n  t h a t  such  and Company, a  " F a m i l y  F i l e 1 '  has been 
f i n a n c i n g  d i d  n o t  f a l l  w i t h i n  i t s  p r i o r i -  e s t a b l i s h e d .  I t  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  
t i e s .  K e n t u c k y  and  L o c a l  H i s t o r y  C o l l e c t i o n  
I t  was t h e n  l e a r n e d  t h e  Amer i can  Tobacco o f  t h e  Ken ton  Coun ty  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y .  

Company o f  Richmond, V i  r g i n i  a  was a g a i n  F a m i l y  g e n e a l o g i e s  f r o m  t h e  f i l e s  o f  
m a r k e t i n g  B u l l  Durham Tobacco.  We have  M a r g a r e t  Hartman, P a t  W o l c o t t ,  and 
w r i t t e n  t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  t h e  Ken ton  Coun ty  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  f o r m  
a s s i s t a n c e .  T O - d a t e  we have  n o t  r e c e i v e d  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  new file.  hi^ 
a  response .  f i l e  now c o n t a i n s  b e t t e r  t h a n  150 

f a m i l y  f i l e s .  
INVITE Over  t h e  coming  y e a r s ,  a  good se -  

A FRIEND l e c t i o n  o f  f a m i l i e s  w i l l  be  r e p r e -  
s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  f i l e .  As g e n e a l o g i c a l  

TO 
l e t t e r s  o f  i n q u i r y  a r e  answered by  
t h e  L i b r a r y  and t h e  S o c i e t y ,  t h e  

JOI N 
l e t t e r s  and r e p l y s  w i l l  be  added t o  
t h e  f i l e .  A c a r d  i n d e x  t o  t h e  f i l e  
has been p r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  
l i b r a r i a n .  



Library Timberlake 
The l ibrary  carnnittee has received a number The Thornton-Timberlake residence on 
of fine donations w e r  the past year. Contri- S tephenson Road i n  Erlanger was honored 
butors have included D.L. Ringo, A.M. Farney, i n  May by the ins t a l l a t ion  of a 
R. Ashcraft, M. Hartman, K. Vercouteren, and Kentucky Histor ical  Highway Marker. The 
F. Richards. To mention a few of the more House was b u i l t  in 1814. The marking 
interest ing g i f t s :  Latonia Christian Church 
Golden Jubilee,  1898-1948 Souvenir Program and 
History, Brief History of Slavery i n  Boone Co., 
Kentucky, 1957, and Florence, Boone County, Ky, 
1958, by the Boone County Histor ical  Society, 
Shinkle Methodist Church Centennial Anniversa 
1867-1967 Souvenir Program and History, Ci ty 3 

- 
I Coviqton Sesqui-Centennial, 1965 souvenir 

Program and History, Big Bone Lick Histor ical  
Association Brochures, 1949, German Churches of 
Cwingtm, 1977, by Karl Vercouteren, Allison 
and Rose Funeral Home, Inc . , A H i s  tory, ear ly  
CCH and Holmes'warbooks, and a Cincinnati 

of the house was a project of the 
Womui's Club of Erlanger. The lady 
most responsible for  t h i s  achievement 
is Mrs. Harry Carl ,  Sr. ,  Chairwoman 
of the Timberlake Canmittee. The house 
may be toured by arrangement with the 
Woman's Club of Erlanger. 

Programs 
A number of f ine  programs were given 
during the year; 

Centennial ~ e w s p a ~ e r ,  1888. These and other 
- 

items have been placed i n  the Kenton County M r .  Ear l  Clark presented a two part  
Public Library so  that  they can be preserved program on "The Development and Decline 
and made accessible t o  a l l  interested part ies .  of the Streetcar  Sys tem of Northern 
A l l  items presented by the Society t o  the Library Kentucky". H i s  program included many 
w i l l  be so  marked. r a re  s l ides .  

A joint  e f f o r t  of the Society and the Library 
is the development of a photograph col lect ion 
depicting e a r l i e r  days i n  Kenton County. Several 
photographs have been donated t o  the Society, 
but most a re  only loaned for  copying purposes. 
The members of the Society find the photographs. 
~ a u l ' s  Photography Studio of Covington makes a 
negative and an 8"x1OW pr in t  of each. The l ibrary  
purchases the negatives and pr in ts  a t  cost  fo r  
inclusion i n  the Kentucky and Local History 
Collection. The photographs are  presently being 
accessioned and catalogued by Linda Bailey, 
Reference Librarian. The Library has f i l ed  a 
proposal with the   en tuck^ Department of Library 
and Archives requesting $2,500 fo r  the develop- 
ment of the photograph collection. 

M s .  Joyce Sanders hosted a reception 
a t  the h i s to r i c  Albro House of Seminary 
Square i n  Covington. Refreshments were 
served along with a l i t t l e  his tory of the area 

D r .  A.C. Poweleit presented a f ine program 
based on h i s  new book , " A Bicentennial of 
Physicians of Nor them Kentucky". 

M r .  Rick Wolnitzak presented a program an the 
Architectural Survey of Cwington, which was 
completed last year. 

M r .  Don Barlow presented a paper en t i t l ed ,  
"orthern Kentucky and the Mexican War", 
based upon newspaper accounts of the day. 

M r .  Reginald Smith presented a program on 

Pat flies the coop 
It is with genuine regre t  t ha t  we note that  
our most active Society member is moving t o  
Owen County. I t ' s  not tha t  anything is wrong 
with Owen County, i t ' s  jus t  t ha t  we'd l ike  
t o  keep Pat for  ourselves, here i n  Kenton. 
Pat w i l l  remain act ive i n  our Society, so 
a l l  is not los t .  Her new address is: 
Route 3. Sugarhill  Fam, Owenton, Ky. 40359 

the function of the-N, Ky. convention & 
Visi tors  Bureau, especial ly  with regard t o  
t h e i r  ro le  i n  the Main S t rasse  development. 

M r s .  Pat Wolcott and M r s .  Marilyn Fuchs 
developed the most succeesful program of 
the year with the f i r s t  installment of 
"This Old House", a s l ide  program with 
camrentary on the h is tor ic  county hcnnes. 
The next two inatallments w i l l  be held 
during the caning Society year. They are 
eagerly awaited by a l l .  




