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IN THIS ISSUE: LATE 18th CENTURY ROADWAYS IN KENTON COUNTY and
A BIOGRAPHY OF J. ROBERT KELLEY by JOHN BOH
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LATE 19th CENTURY ROADWAYS IN KENTON COUNTY

Once again, Board member Pam Marcum has graced us with an historical Kenton County document, a
1913 Report by Kenton County Turnpike Fund Treasurer John F. Stephens. A brief sample was included
in the March/April issue of the Bulletin, but this article lists all the “turnpikes” described in the Report,
for which bonds were issued in 1892 and 1893. While the Report details money expended for mainte-
nance and repairs of each roadway, this article will only give the names of any persons who owned an
interest in abutting land, perhaps allowing the reader to make a connection to an ancestor. A pur-
chase of a 1914 Kenton County map from the Society would be helpful in that regard. But fifst, a bit of
history.

Many years ago in England parishes were legally bound to keep parish roads in repair, meaning
that inhabitants (or at least some of them) had to actually perform labor. Later, road taxes were im-
plemented, followed by laws allowing corporate bodies to collect tolls for road repairs. “Turnpikes” or
“turn poles”, mounted on a vertical pivot, were used to block the road until the traveler paid the ap-
propriate fee. In 1836 Kentucky created the Board of Internal Improvement. One duty of the Board
was to examine a road for which a turnpike road company, chartered by the Commonwealth, applied
to issue stock for the road. The Board was abolished in 1869 and rural roads constructed from 1869 to
1912 were built by county governments. (Bray, D.H., President, Brighton Engineering Company, Frank-
fort, Kentucky, 1969} The following demonstrates that Kenton County did just that. The Editor

Bank Lick and Bristow's Crossing
W. H. Williams, right of way, $30
Mary Walden, right of way, $235.65
Stella Bristow, right of way, $197.30

Benton and Morning View
B. E. Willis, right of way, $22.50

Carrie Dudley, right of way, $150 Geo. Taylor, right of way, $50

3. B. Wilson, right of way, $50 Nellie Van Patten, right of way, $150

Bank Lick and Lexington Junction Huey Gipson, right of way, $75

James Hamlin, right of way, $100 loseph Bruce, right of way, $25

John Cahill, right of way, $50 LB SR FERLY

M. T. Shine, attorney for Mary Powers, $135 GRS O U AT

Bank Lick and Turkey Foot Henry Bullock, right of way, $125

H.C. Hallam for Mrs. M.E. Roberts,
Right of way, $265

Benton and DeCoursey
Henry Stephens, right of way, $20
Jameson Hawkins, tax refunded 1893, $8.36



Benton and Oak Island

Brushy Fork and Visalia

California and Lexington
Mrs. G. J. Hume, right of way, $100
1. M. Chambers, right of way, $450
Jasper Stephens, right of way, 519

Mrs. ). ). Johnson, tax overpaid 1892 and 1893,
$8.43

Carlisle
Crescent Springs
Cruises Creek and Key West
John J. Stephens, right of way, $245
LA. Sanders, right of way, $175
Robt. Dixon, right of way, $155
Mat. Benson, right of way, 590
Elijah Northcutt, right of way, $100
Melvina Jones, right of way, $50
Lewis Northcutt, right of way, 5145
E.J. Green, tax overpaid, $41.65
Fiskburg and Little Cruises Creek
Mike Coyne, right of way, $75
Julia Cavanaugh, right of way, $35
Ed Cross, right of way, 562
Thomas Cross heirs, right of way, $50
Geo. Taylor, tax overpaid, 57.83
Thos. Forehan, tax refund 1893, $16.20
Fiskburg, Morning View and St. Mary’s
Fowler's Creek
C.G. Cox, right of way, $50
Stanton Wayman, right of way, $25

Amanda Petty, right of way and tax overpaid,
$109.24

Eleanor and Alex. McMillen, right of way, $218

Fowler’s Creek Branch

Goshen and Cruises Creek
Ellen Cross, right of way, $167
T. Forehan, right of way, $98
Ben Conley, right of way, $35
Sue Rich, right of way, $100
Sam Rich, right of way, $105
F.P. Spilman, right of way, 560
J. D. Rich, right of way, 545
Grant’s Bend and Locust Station
Grassy Creek and Carter’s Chapel
Harrisburg and Bowman
J. M. Armstrong, right of way, $200
Geo. Miller, right of way, $94
Samuel and Grant Miller, right of way, $10
Highland and Pleasant Run
A.Flaschner, right of way, $200
Conrad Amon, tax refund 1893, $16.50
J. €. Hanauer, tax refund 1893, $8.25
Independence and Bank Lick
1. M. Chambers, right of way, $140
G. W. Carlisle, right of way, $262.50
Pat Gunning, right of way, $25
W. H. Metcalf, right of way, $90
Independence and Fowler's Creek
Independence Station
F. P. Wilson, right of way and fencing, $350
Key West and Goshen
Latonia
Locust and DeCoursey
Morning View and Moffet’s Woods
J. F. Stephens, right of way, $312.50
Amos Callen, right of way, $140
Ed Cross, right of way, $62.50
Mike Cross, right of way, $40

W. C. Threlkeld, right of way, plus stone,
$100



Old Taylor Mill
Pinersburg, Fiskburg and Parker's Grove

J. E. Fishback, right of way, $77.50

Mary Hightower, right of way, $312

Jeff Oliver, right of way, $315

Sam Rich, right of way, 5150

H. Durr, right of way, $30

Y. S. Baghy, right of way, $33

A. R. Mullins, right of way, $250
Pleasant Run and Bromley

C. Vogt, right of way, $175

H. Lubbe, right of way, $175

Sarah Collins, right of way, 5175
Rice’s Crossing

F. P. Folmer, right of way, 575

W. H. Williams, right of way, $150
South Taylor Mill

J. A. Stephens, right of way, $100
Steep Creek

1. B. Colernan, right of way, 510
Taylor Mill Extension

). Taylor, right of way, 560

Harriet Klette, right of way, 540

Jas. H. Yates heirs, land taken, $25
Visalia, DeCoursey Creek and Covington

Rebecca Adams, right of way, $100

Wm. and F.B. Threlkeld, right of way, $395

J. A. Erancis, right of way, $20

Chas. Stevens, right of way, $100
Visalia Hill

N.B. Mann, right of way, $100

1.P. Wayland, right of way, 515

Geo. Chessman, right of way, $10

Visalia and Staffordsburg
Wm. Cain, right of way, $52.25
Alfred Adams, right of way, $50.00
1.J. Simmons, right of way, $10.00

Wilmington and Grassy Creek

Wilson & Stephens

Worcester

W.E. Peebles, land and fencing, $112
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TOLL-CATE FEAR DEVOR ON THE COVINGTON-LEXINGYON TVRKPINE

PHOTO COURTESY OF KENTON COUNTY LIBRARY,
FACES AND PLACES

Letter to the Editor
Re: History of the Parish Kitchen [The Bulletin Mar/Apr 2023]

Dear Editor:

Enjoyed the story of the Parish Kitchen by James Wendeln and am pleased to learn that Thom-
as More University art students were responsible for the outdoor artwork. Some details about that
time and early years of the kitchen might be in order.

As a parish member and music director of Mother of God Church at the time for the perfor-
mance chorus known as the Choral Club {now unfortunately disbanded), | experienced these challeng-
ing times for the parish.

By the 1960s, parish membership was in decline and Father Hickey's solution was to close the
building and erect a small chapel as described in Wendeln's article. His solution ultimately made him a
persona-non-grata for the parishioners. It was unthinkable to close the glorious church building!

The succeeding pastor, Rev. William Mertes saw the situation in a far different way. Downtown
Covington had changed since the early 20™ century when German immigrants populated the area. He
felt the parish needed to respond to the community. He formed a committee (including me) to investi-
gate how the church could respond to community problems.

In the early 1970s, the committee traveled to Louisville to learn how inner-city churches were
responding to the needs in that community. Some provided overnight lodging for homeless as well as
daily meals. On our return, we evaluated our resources to decide how we could realistically respond to
the community around us. Thus came the decision to serve a daily meal, as described in the article. |
personally am proud to have been a part of that decision.

Karl Lietzenmayer
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Presidont. !

Superstar Promoter - J. Robert Kelley (1871-1931)
By John Boh

The story of the Kelley-Koett X-Ray Manufacturing Co. {1903-1956), West Fourth Street, Covington, Ken-
tucky ("X-ray City"} began with J. Robert Kelley. His intense ambition and self-confidence made the Kelley-Koett X
-Ray Manufacturing Co. one of the largest in the country. Kelley then also showed off his amazing talents and
drive by promoting his city and his state. He began as a sales manager representing the W. Scheidel Co. of Chica-
go selling x-ray coils and accessories from a regional office in Cincinnati. Still employed by Scheidel, he and Al-
bert B. Koett began tinkering about 1903 in Koett's backyard shed at 529 Bakewell Street, Covington. Albert B.
Koett was a German-trained craftsman in woodworking and electrical circuits, With limited capital they began
first by making cheap X-ray accessories. Eventually the Kelley-Koett Company would command the loyalty of the

Mavyo Clinic and would become a national company and a significant supplier to the military in World War 1. *



Chitdhood

). Robert Kelley {1871-1931) was born in Thessalia, Giles County, Virginia, the son of a Confederate veteran,

and the grandson of a slave-owner. This family of well-to-do Scots Irish business and farm people were local pioneers.
A Kelley-Koett publication, “Developments of the X-ray” (1924), foretold leadership:

J. Robert Kelley as a boy studied electricity in the district and graded schools at his village home in the Old
State of Virginia. As a result, he became interested in telegrophy and soon had many miles of wire strung over
the hills of his native country with more than a dozen amateur telegraph offices presided over by other boys

of his own age in the vicinity.?

Career

Second-hand accounts vary. Early in his career Kelley owned a store, Robert Kelley and Company, in Hunting-
ton, West Virginia. He managed a shoe store in Butte, Montana, but one obituary said he engaged in mining there. He
“managed” or co-managed a Boston shoe factory. 1t was in that city that the new X-ray discovery caught his atten-

tion. He began representing a medical supplier in New York, then in Cincinnati.?

Like other American X-ray pioneer entrepreneurs, Kelley's employer, Wilhelm Scheidel, was born in Germany
in Frankfurt-am-Main in 1863. After the announcement of Roentgen'’s discovery, he began to “construct x-ray coils”
before immigrating to America. He emigrated to Chicago in 1890, entered the X-ray business with the title the
Scheidel Coil Company. In 1905 Kelley was “local manager” in the Cincinnati office for the Scheidel Company, maker
of “X-ray coils and appliances.” After Scheidel and other companies had rejected Kelley’s suggestions for business
growth, Kelley dreamed of out-doing them. After residing at several Northern Kentucky addresses, at the time of his

death Kelley's residence was 507 Garrard Street, Covington.*

Keliey-Koett engineer John Kruetzkamp, recalling early memories, described Kelley as a “typical Kentucky
Colonel,” very smartly dressed in light clothing with a straw hat. Sociable in his element, he spoke in a deliberate self-
confident tone, was aloof and stubborn. With bespectacled eyes, high forehead, heavy nose, ample height, and fine
dress he exemplified an aristocrat. He would leave his car at the plant for shop men to service. He spent holidays in
the factory, spare time in civic endeavors. He never married, but had a relationship with a company secretary, Mary
Stewart. Virginia and Dorothy, fellow executive G. Edward Geise's two daughters, remembered from childhood when

their father would have Kelley, Koett and engineer Witbur Werner to their Virginia Avenue home in Ft. Mitchell.®

Kelley was the tinkerer, developer and aggressive promoter who would sacrifice his body in product devel-
opment. Kelley, called “Doc” by his friends, humbly discounted the title citing a lack of formal training. Yet he always
talked about technical details at meetings and conventions. According to electrical engineer, D. ). Reynolds, he knew

what he was talking about.®

On April 14, 1914, the Kentucky Post reported an auspicious event for the city:



“Famed Doctor Visits Covington. --Dr. R. D. Carman in charge of the famous Mayo Clinic at Rochester,
Minnesota is in Covington where he is equipping his laboratories with x-ray apparatus from the Kelley-
Koett Co., of Covington. J. Robert Kelley last night gave a dinner for Dr. Carman at the Covington Industri-
al Club.””

Boosterism

Kelley’s record of extraordinary involvement in civic affairs illustrates where Kelley-Koett's aggressive
promotion came from. The already well-established Kelley participated in Covington, Kentucky’s centennial anni-
versary celebration (celebrated erroneously in 1914, not 1915) and was chairman of the Automobile Parade Com-
mittee. He would become President of the Northern Kentucky Motor Club and of the Covington Auto Club. A
leading spokesman for civic interests, he supported the World War | mobilization and subsequent military draft
by recruiting and fundraising. Despite his partnership with the German-born Albert B. Koett and his esteem for
German craftsmen, he was ironically a charter member in the Citizens Patriotic League which unfairly persecuted
and abused local individuals with German names or connections for an alleged lack of commitment to the War.®
He became involved with the Red Cross and campaigned for Liberty Bonds. He was first President of Associated

tndustries of Kentucky when organized in the 1920s.°

Kelley’s civic activities were numerous: one of the first members of the Covington Industrial Club
{(which evolved into the Chamber of Commerce); an organizer in 1910 of the Indra Consistory Scottish Rite Ma-
sons and was involved with other Masonic organizations in Covington and Louisville; member of the Elks and was
a Shriner; a Director of the First National Bank of Covington; Chairman of the Covington Public Relations Com-
mittee: and chairman of the Board of Advisors of the Summit Hills Golf and Country Club. He donated to the Boy
Scouts and other such causes. Reportedly, Kelley also gave thousands of dollars to a relative in financial trou-

ble.!?

By 1916, Kelley was advocating a new home for the Covington Industrial Club as a member of the Build-
ing Committee. As head of the largest manufacturer of x-ray machinery in the world, which is in Covington, he

thought the city should be the “gateway to the South” and not “South Cincinnati.”!!

When the Covington Rotary was organized in 1920, Kelley became its first President from 1920 to
1922.'? He also became District Governor for Kentucky and Tennessee and traveled many miles visiting local
clubs. According to one obituary, while attending international meetings he became a friend of Paul Harris,

“founder” of Rotary international.’

A member of the Executive and Advisory Committee in 1926 with H. D. Schurmann and Carl B. Wachs,
attending also from Covington, he helped organize the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce. In June at its first official

meeting in the Brown Hotel in Louisville, with Thomas W. Spinks and Wiltiam H. Hoppenjans from Covington, Kel-



ley was elected President. He was appointed to a Road Committee that backed the State Highway Commission and
its roadbuilding program. He was President of the Manufacturers Association and the Kentucky Associated Indus-

tries.

A Southern Democrat, he helped Republican Governor Flem Samson {1927-31) organize the Kentucky Pro

gress Commission. As one of twelve Directors, he promoted tourism, industry, and agriculture. By then also an avia-

tor, his “friend” Governor Sampson appointed him “Air Amhassador.” When friends honored Kelley by surprise at the
Twin Oaks Country Club not long before his death, Governor Sampson, the ostensible guest of honor, instead served
as the keynote speaker to honor Kelley. “When elected governor, | had heard a lot about Kelley. | had heard that he
was a true, loyal, magnanimous, and devoted friend. So, | invited him to Frankfort one day. When he came, | offered
him a post on the Progress Commission.” Kelley traveled thousands of miles by air and Governor Sampson would

award him “the rank of Colonel” while praising his many speeches.®

Kelley spoke on the radio from Cincinnati promoting trave! and vacationing throughout Kentucky and prais-
ing its industry. On June 6, 1928, speaking from Cooper’s Radio Shop in Covington, his pitch for Kentucky tourism
mentioned the Suspension Bridge, the Cathedral of the Catholic diocese, Devou Park and Monte Casino Chapel. On
April 15, 1929, he spoke on WLW radio about the glories of Mammoth Cave. The transcript later appeared in Ken-

tucky Progress Magazine.'

Unlike many Old-South Democrats still enamored by the long-time dominant agricultural lifestyle, Kelley
favored industrialization in imitation of the Yankee North. At the same time, with the automobile and paved roads,

the romantic Qld-South could attract tourism with sites like My Old Kentucky Home.
The Great Aviator

Kelley also displayed his extraordinary energy as an aviator. Kentucky Post local history columnist, Jim Reis,
described an airplane trip in one of his columns. Sampson and Kelley wanted to promote the state, when airplanes
were in the news with pilots racing and setting records. Regional air mail delivery started at Lunken Airport in August
1928. With special envoy authorization from the Governor, on August 3, 1928, Kelley announced his plans to pro-
mote Kentucky businesses and tourist sites by traveling thousands of miles from Lunken Airport to the West Coast

with stops at “as many cities as possible” in-between. The trip would take “around three weeks.”

He would distribute “1000” letters and pamphlets promoting Kentucky. At the same time, he would of
course publicize the Kelley-Koett X-ray Company. His itinerary of certain places and events included the American
Haospital Association convention in Los Angeles. The trip was envisioned in segments: the Lunken Airport to Chicago,
then lowa City, Cheyenne, Wyoming, Salt Lake City, San Francisco, then Los Angeles, and then back home through
Dallas and St. Louis. He would drop letters and Kentucky tourism pamphlets to residents of cities that he merely flew

over,



In a two-seat open cockpit plane Xelley and his pilot Charles H. Shields left on August 4, 1928. They would
encounter wind and heavy rain near indianapolis and dense fog at Chicago. Kelley and his pilot were ten hours late
arriving in San Francisco. Kelly sent telegrams to the Kentucky Post reporting that the trip was a considerable success
while referring to the great scenery to be enjoyed through air travel over western mountains and valleys. A Kentucky
Post editorial praised Kelley as Covington'’s “first air envoy.” He had done more to publicize Covington than anyone

else, Publicity in California newspapers for his upcoming visit made his job of promotion easier.

On August 20™ Kelley returned to Northern Kentucky. The Kentucky Post boasted that Kelley was the first
person ever to fly to the West Coast and back to Cincinnati. Governor Sampson sent a telegram to him to be read at
the time of his arrival back. His trip covered 5000 miles using 10 different planes. The trip reassured him that air trav-
el was the more pleasurable, the fastest and as safe as other modes of travel. It was claimed that licensing planes pro-
vided for safety but only fourteen states had safety laws. Eighty percent of planes were not secured with inspeéﬁon
and licensing. Later he rated steamships as safer than air travel, but the latter was safer than railroads and automo-
biles. Nevertheless, acquaintances knew that he “liked to fly.”*® Reporting on his trip before civic groups Kelley claimed
to have received hundreds of replies and that the trip had introduced many companies and individuals to Kentucky.
He and other Covington business leaders tried but failed to lure an airplane factory to the city. Kelley remained a pro-
moter of Kentucky’s road building program. He accompanied about five hundred other enthusiasts to Warsaw, Ken-

tucky for dedication of a newly paved U. S. 42 in 1930. 1n 1931 he would succumb to cancer. Bt
Death

Kelley continued his company and civic promotional activities until weeks before his death. He attended one
last convention of the Radiological Society in December 1930 in Los Angeles. Kelley was sixty years old and Vice-
chairman of the Kentucky Progress Commission when he died at his home at 507 Garrard Street, Covington on April
23" 1931, surrounded by friends and relatives. Mrs. Sarah Elizabeth Saylor oversaw her brother’s care, but he had
been in poor health for years. His cancer was directly the result of X-ray burns suffered long years ago in his experi-
ments with X-ray machines, even leaving scars.”® On April 15, his condition was critical. About a year before, he had
been operated on at St. Mary’s Hospital, Rochester, New York. One obituary listed the cancer as inoperable gastric

carcinoma.

More public praise, commemoration and respect could hardly be expressed for a local or state celebrity. He
was laid out at the Swetnam Funeral Home at 1515 Scott Street. Trinity Episcopal Church services had a large turnout.
Pallbearers included company officials Albert Koett, Wilbur Werner, and G. Edward Geise. Others included W. E. Fox,
John Barth, attorney Ullie Howard, and trust officer D. Collins Lee. The newspaper listed the names of well over one
hundred “honorary” pallbearers from the fields of politics, business, and medicine. State offices were ordered closed
by Kentucky Governor Sampson. The Kentucky Post ran front page obituaries for two days, and a front-page photo-
graph of his funeral showing large crowds on a third day. A short obituary appeared in the New York Times.”! He was

buried in Highland Cemetery, Ft. Mitchell, Kentucky.?

10
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21.0bituary, New York Times, April 24, 1931
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ARTICLES FROM BACK ISSUES ARE INDEXED ON OUR WEBSITE!

I Bet You Didn’t Know
Tidbits from Kentucky's heritage
for every day of the calendar year

May 7, 1777. The first Kentucky census
was conducted at Harrodsburg.

May 8, 1982. Alice Lloyd College at
Pippa Passes graduated its first Senior
class as a four year college.

May 26, 1789. The first Court in Mason
County set rates for tavern keepers.

June 3, 1833, Asiatic Cholera hit Ken-
tucky resulting in more than 500
deaths. [The first case in Covington
was actually on QOcrober 4, 1832. The
Editor]

June 7, 1769. Daniel Boone saw the
Bluegrass area of Kentucky from Pilot
Knob.

June 16, 1778, Daniel Boone escaped
from Indians and fled to Harrodsburg
to warn the settlers of an impending
siege.

June 19, 1919. Man 'O War won his
debuc race at Belmont Park.

From On This Day in Kentucky, by Rol»
ert A. Powell.

Programs and Notices

CRAIG STREET CEMETERY MONUMENT

We are pleased to announce that Lewin Monuments has completed the preparation
of the monument to be installed at Highland Cemetery, honoring the unknown petsons
buried there after removal from the Craig Street Cemetery. When the installation cere-
mony is planned, we will send a notice, as all will be welcome. Our thanks again to
Highland Cemetery.

.

Behringer Crawford Museum

The BEHRINGER CRAWFORD MUSEUM HISTORY HOUR CONTINUES, alt-
hough it is now every other Wednesday at 6:30pm.

HISTORY DAY was a great success. Our thanks to all who attended and special thanks
to our speakers.

NORTHERN KENTUCKY HERITAGE MAGAZINE

A new issue of Northern Kentucky Heritage is imminent, according to
its editor, Elaine Kuhn, to whom all submissions of Magazine articles

should be made. Elaine is the Loca! History & Genealogy Services Co-
ordinator for the Kenton County Public tibrary. The former Magazine
editor, Karl Lietzenmayer, will stay on as Editor Emeritus.

Subscriptions to the magazine wili continue at $20.00 per year. Re-
newals of membership in the Kenton County Historical Society that
include subscription to the Magazine in 2022 will be fulfilled by the
Library. From then on out, subscriptions will be payable to the KCPL
Foundation. Look for digital subscriptions to be offered in the coming
months. PLEASE SIGN UP FOR A SUBSCRIPTION!

BULLETIN ARTICLES

WE WANT ARTICLES FOR THE BULLETIN! TELL US ABOUT YOUR FAMI-
LIES, YOUR HISTORICAL HOUSE, ANYTHING ABOUT KENTON COUNTY.
EMAIL THEM, IN WORD, TO THE EDITOR, ARNOLD TAYLOR, at
astay1965@gmail.com
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