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NOTICES 

Kenton Officers From 1776 TO 1888 

In 1884. in the Daily Commonwealth newspaper, 0. J. Wiggins listed 
over 100 nanies of coilrt officers and legislators primarily 
from Kenton County but also Campbell Cou~ity before 1840 when the 
region was one county. Recently John Boh compiled brief, biographical 
"abstracts" of each and arrariged them alphabetically. 
I t  could be a wonderful help for your research. 
Cost: $2.00. including mailing. 

Needed: Uolunteers 

Computer Skills KCHS has numerous handwritten research projects 
which we would like to publish. We need someone who can enter this 
data orito computer disk so that we can transfer them to publishing form. 
I f  you have the time and no computer, the Society's computer i s  avail- 
able. 
Do you have an interest in old photos? The Society wants to 
collect. label. preserve. arid keep old photos, which may have historical 
sigiificance. in our files for possible use in the magazine or other histori- 
cal display events. We need someolie who has ideas on how to publicize 
the need for old photos: someone to collect. label and file the photos. 

I f  yo11 have the skill or the interest for either of these projects, please call 
Karl Lietzenmayer. 261 -2807 or John Boh, 491-0490 (H), or 292-2124. 

FOR SALE 

JKenton County 1860 Index -Reduced from $15 to $ I0 

JGeorge Roth History of Trinity Church. Covin~ton- hardbound, 300 
pages. indexed. 20 pages of black and white and color pictures and 
illustrations. Cost $10 plus $2 postage. 

J 7  ?i 7 Color 1947 Photo of the Kentucky Parlor Streetcar. 
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Education and Faith 
The Ernergenceof Catholic High Schools in Northern Kentucky 

(Second in a series) 
by David K .  Schroeder 

The cconornic prosperity of the IY30's ushcrcd in a new peritxl in 
Catholic cducntion in northcm Kcntucky. A Secondary school education was no 
longcr sccn as a luxury, but an opportunity for cconornic advancement. Fcwcr 
northcm Kcntuctiians nccdcd thcir young childrcn to work and supplement the 
famil!. incomc. In addi~ion, numcrous Catholics had achicvcd rniddlc-class status. 
Thus, funds acrc  typically available in many fa~nilics to permit the furthcr cduca- 
tion of thcir childrcn. Thcsc strial and cconomicchangcs facilitated the growth of 
thc Catholic schtx)l sJestcrn in Canipbcll and Kcnton. Counrics. 

Holy Cross Parish in Latonia was ngain at thc li)rcfr'ront of thc rnovcmcnt. 
In thc earl! 19701s, Ihc paslor nnd parishioncrs of Holy Cross dccided rocstablish a 
four-).caracadcmic high schtwl in Iatonia. A lour-ycar institution permitted the 
childrcn of the parish tocontinuc thcir liberal arts acadcmiccducation. Unlikc rhc 
comrncrcial high schtx)l at Holy Cross, the acadcrnic high school primarily focuscd 
on rhc traditional subjccls of English, scicncc, mathcrnatics, history, foreign 
Ianpuagcs, and ci\,ics. 

TheSistcrs of St. Bcncdict shffcd Holy Cross High School while 
continuing to rcach at Holy Cross Elcmcntary Schtx)l and Commercial High 
Schcx)l. In 1934, John Brarnlagc \%'as the f i rs t  Holy Crcss gradualc, and by 1926 a 
graduating class of 10,s  boys and 5 girls rccci\jcd diplomas.'' 

By 1929, both the elcrnenrary schtxi and high school had outgrown all 
available spacc. The pastor and parishioners dccidcd to takc on the additional 
financial burdcn of erccting a ncw high schtx)l. Architect Charlcs Hildrelh 
dcsipncd the new schtwl at its sitc on Church Strcet betwccn 36th and Southern 
Avcnuc. Thc complctcl~. mtxlcm buildingconhincd 17 classrocms, a library, 
study roclm. cafctcria, audiroriurn, and comrncrcial rooms. I t  was dedicated on 
Scptcmber 28, 1930 by Bishop W. Francis Howard.12 

Othcr parishes in northern Kcntucky also saw thc necessity of cstablishing 
Catholic high schtx)ls in thc arca In 1922, thc Rcv. Mathicas Leick, pastor of 
Corpus Christi Parish in Nc\vport,cstablishcd a high schtx)l in conjunction with his 
parish. 

Ltralcd on lsabella Strcct bctwccn 9th and 10th Strccts, Corpus Christi 
High School \vas dcdicarcd on Scptcrnber 16, 1922 and providcd all thc mtdem 
convcnicnccs dcmandcd by a first class institution. Thc $80,000 classical building, 
designed by architect Edlvard J. Bciting, containd eight classrooms, a gymnasium, 
and club rrx)rns for thc parish stricrics. I t  was staffcd by thc Sisters of Divine 
Providcncc of Kcnlucky. In 1937, thc schtx)l graduated a class of 16." 

St. Stcphcn Parish of Ncwplrt alsocs~ablishcd a high schtx)l in 1922. 
Thc schtx)l, foundcd by thc Rcc. Dclnncy of St. Stcphcn Parish and staffcd by the 
Sistcrs of Norrc Dumc, opcncd to both boys and girls from various Ncwporl 
parishes. In June 1926, St. Stcphcn High School hcld irs I'irst graduation cxcrciscs 
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whcn 14 studcnh rcccivcd diplomas.'" 
In 1928, the Rev. Clcmcnt J. Bocklagc. a strong Ildvtxalc of Catholic 

cducation, was appointed pastor of St. Jamcs Parish In Ludlow. In Scptcmbcr of 
that samc year, Bocklage founded St. Jamcs High Schtwl in a twcbnxxn concrctc 
addit~on to the church on Elm Strect." 

Unlike thcothcr Catholic high schoc)ls and academics In northcm 
Kcntucky, St. James High Schcxi was primarily staffcd by lay tcachcrs. Miss 
Mary Ruth Kclley hcld thcoffice of principal from I928 to lY38. Operating a high 
schoc)l with a staff of lay teachers was a massive financial commitment. Howcvcr, 
the pcople of SL James rose to the &k. 

By 1929, St. James High Schtx)l had an enrollment of 29 in thc frcshman 
and sophomore classes. In 1932, whcn thc first diplomas wcrc givcn to s ~ s  young 
ladies, thc faculty consisted of Fathcr Bocklagc and four lay tcachcrs, and thc high 
schtwl was accreditcd by the State of Kentucky. 

St. Jamcs High School drcw the majority of studcnts from St. James and 
St. Boniface Parishes in Ludlow, but i t  alsodrew studcnts from thc parishcs of St. 
Ann, St. Patrick, St. Aloysius, and Mother of God in Covington's wcst-cnd as wcll. 
Even though the school served students from a number ofcongrcgations, the 
rcspcmsibility for financing thc school rested cntirely upon thc people of St. Jamcs 
parish.18 

The curriculum at St. Jamcs High Schtwl compared favorable with its 
! public counterpart. In 1930, Ludlow High Schcx>l offered three distinct courscs: 

classical, scientific and commercial. St. Jamcs' cuniculum offcrcd a sclcction of 
courscs nearly identical lo  the classical and scientific courses at Ludlow High. 
Ludlow High School furnished a larger range of commercial elcctives including 
courscs in manual arts, homc economics, shorthand, typing, and bookkeeping. St. 
James' strengths included coursework in threc foreign languages (compared to two 
at LHS). In addition, St. James High Schtwl maintained a91 1 st~ldcnt tachcr ntio, 
compared to a 2 4  1 ratio at LHS.I9 

Thc last pansh high school to be established in  northcm Kcntucky prior to 
World War I1 was St. Henry High Schml in Elsmcrc. Wsmcre and hcr slstcr city 
Erlanger kmmed in the 1920's. As St. Henry Elementary Schwl gre\v, thc people 
of the parish realized that a Catholic high school would be nccdcd b complete their 
educational facilities. In 1933, thc high school began with one grade. By 1936, a 
complete four year institution was i n  operation and staffcd by thc Sistcrs of 
Bcnedict. As the school pmspercd, i t  bcgan to attract studcnts from the surround- 
ing suburban par is he^.^' 

In 1937, the first graduation class of 12 rcceivcd diplomas at St. Henry 
High School. By 1939, the schtxll was accreditcd by the Stateof Kcntucky as a 
class "A" in~titution.~~ 

The parish high schools of Campbell and Kcnton Countics thrivcd dunng 
the 1920's. Thcsc sch(mls provided the opportunity of a Catholic high schtx>l 
cducation to hundrcds of students. Parish high schmls, unlikc most ilcadcmics, 
were opcn to boys, and hundrcds of young mcn tmk advantage of ~ h c  opportunity. 
In addition, scveral of these new schools wcrc Itxated in  ncighborhtwxls such a5 
Erlangcr and Elsmcrc, Ludlow and Latonia, arcas that wcrc not convcnicntly 
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Icratcd now thc girl's academics or St. Joscph High Schtx)l. Having a Calholic 
sccondar). schtx~l around thc corncr or down Lhc block roslcrcd Itw~l ownership and 
p~idc  in thcsc institutions. 

Mr .G.lroerlor i v  trrc~lrivi.sl ~ v i r h  7hoinrr.s More C.'ollegr rrrrrl IIIP Ilior.c~.se o jL 'ov i r rg  

loir.  

" S I ~  I:cldman nntl I3ev I~~~nncrn ;~n .  H o b  C'ro.rs Churc.11 1890-1990 (Covinglo~i: I'ublishcd hy Ihc 

parish). 34. 
"Ken/rrck~ I'o.rl. I 0  Octokr 1929.1) I; Ken1uc.h 7i'rnrs-Slar. 29 Scpicmher 1930. p. I .  
"Holv C'ros.~ C'hurc.h: laionia. Co~jin#/on. Kerilucky. (1940: I'uhlishcd by the parish), 12. 

"7hc 1.7rsi Cenirrrv of Corpus C'lrrisii Church: Nerc~pr i .  Krnluckv. (I 94.5). 23. 25. 
"lhid, p. 93.35.: Ke11Iuc.h I'osi, 14 July 1922. 1). I .  ; 13 Scptcmher 1928, p. I : 15 September 1928. 

p. I , 20 h4ay 1917, p. 1.; 30 April 1028. 1, I 

'FCeniennial: Si. Sieplrm Clrurch 1854-IVSJ, I9.U; Krn i~ ic 'h  I'osl. 3 .lunc 1926, p. I .; Kenluck!, 

Times-9ar. R Junc 1931.1) 3. 
'-Ryan. 1)rore.w of Covingion. (f,7-W#. .As the srhol,l grc\v. additicn;~l class~~tx~rns were acquired in 

rhc par~sh rector) ant1 a parish o\\'l~ed cc>tlage. 

'"Siaie of Kenhtcky: Ilepr. c~fl'ublic Insrruciion: Annuc~l Rrpciri. Si. Jfunes High School, I,udlo~c~, (27 

October 1932. Sts. Honifare and James I'arish Archives). 

l"lhitl : D. H. I luhhard "I [istory of I.ducirion in Kenton ('ounty." h4 A. Thesis, (Jniversity of 

Kentucky, 1931. pp 138-39. 141. 

"Siaie of Keniurh:  1)epr. of l'uhlic I~isincciiot?: Anriual Repori. Si. .lames High School. (27 Octoher 

1932: I'arish Archives). 

Note to members & friends: Public Forum with QUEST 

A tentative date has been set for November 7, 7 PM, for a panel 
made up of representatives from preservation-minded groups, 
including KCHS, to discuss and to question QUEST leaders. 
QUEST is an ad hoc body which has publicized widely a number 
of far-reaching "visions" for the future of Northern Kentucky. 
This forum will be open to the public and will be held at the 
Northern Kentucky Community Center (the former Lincoln- 
Grant school), 824 Greenup street, Covington. Questions from the 
audience will be welcomed. A final date will be announced at the 
KCHS meeting (November 5th), or call Lisa Gillham, 581-8612. 



< Black and white drawings by Charles Glllham 
of each of these historic locations 
in the Latonia area of Covington 

are now avallable in the form of note cards. 

$1.25 each (one building per card) 
or a full set of 8 for $8.00 (plus $1 .OO shipping) 

A percentage from each sale goes to Northern KY Heritage Magazine. 

To order, call Karl Uetzenmayer at (606) 261-2807 
or mall check to: Kenton County Hlntorlcal Society 

P.O. Box 641 Covlngton, KY 41012 J 
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