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CIVILIZATION CALL
EVERY MAN WOMAN = CHILD!

Rl MAYORS COMMITTEE 50 EAST 42" ST

THE WEGEMAN PRINT KX

WWI , the o0Great War
in Covington and Vicinity
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WWI
In Covington an

John Boh

The streets of Covington came alive with war Americandés attitudes w
business after the US declared war on Germany in the bombardment of London from balloons, in May
April, 1917. Covington, in fact, had a number of 1915 the sinking of the British passenger ship the
unique manufacturing companies of national scope. Lusitaniasteaming from New York to Liverpool with
The Kentucky Peegiorted on May 12, 1917 that a 1900 civilians, including over 100 Americans, along
Afcommi ssion of experts Iwighdome mititarywsepgliess o consul t wi
the KelleKoett Xray Manufacturing Company on
West 4th Street: Dr. Lewis Cole, President of the With the declaration of war the United States
American Roentgen Ray Society; Dr. George C. Johmlispatched more and more supplies and military per-
ston, medical advisor for the army; and J.S. Shearer sonnel. By June 1917, only 14,000 US soldiers had
from the Department of Physics, Cornell University. reached France; by May 1918, one million. Business-
The Army wanted ¥ay equipment for ambulance es, banks, churches, schools, medical services and all
service in France, and for base hospitals. A Kelley citizens on the home front were expected to be in-
Koett fluoroscopic table was found acceptable for  volved or risk official reprimand.
scanning wounded soldiers, then quickly folding up
for rescue efforts elsewhéréhe other equipment KelleyKoett X-Ray
included a table, transformer, Coolidge compaet, air Manufacturing Company in WWI
cooled tube, a portable generator and other common
accessories. The Army manual included many Kelley In 1915, J. Robert Kelly, a native of Virginia,
Koett design$.Also, a company model may have a great promoter and boosteproclaimed that the
been used to il |l ustr+ay e latgesemafufattuaen aRdy apparatussh thé worly X
table? would soon double its workforce of 50 in its new fac-

tory building on West 4th Street ,where visitors soon
Remembering World War | coudseeX ay products already
the fAgreat MayoKelehhadésc 0 a

Commemor ated now ar e tablishedatpartnevship: tKéH@yettiiveuid aell &t
War o0: endless artillerycolsaudlot eMra;yopri ol oregeaid,n a
trench combat; gas warfare beginning in 1915; the in its products without paying royaltfes.
introduction of air combat and bombing; the sinking
of British and US ships carrying supplies and troops
by the German Woats (submarines); the medical The Kelleyxoett Company also donated
and ambulance corps courageously retrieving the  equipment worth $1000 to St. Elizabeth Hospital for
wounded and dying; and nurses and physicians treatits new building which opened in 1914, on East 21st
ing endless causalities in field hospitals. Street. Dr. James A. Ryan, a Covington surgeon who

had done Xay work at St. Elizabeth Hospital, an-

Germany had invaded France throughBel- nounced that the ACiIincinn~n
gium in 1914. The British soon imposed a naval which he was attached had also ordered $7000 worth

bl ockade. During i ts 0 rofeequipmentfrom Kelldo e thte fUSr dfi cdo np)
financial aid and war supplies making US shippingat i ng, 0 and that his unit
target for German Boats. to active service.



The U. S. Motor Truck Co. in WWI

The dealer who bolds his own in these days
" competition, is the man who Is wise

.....

Motor vehicles began supplementing horse
and mule powered supplies lines. After Poncho Vil-
|l ads attack into New Me
asked for five motorized supply trains of 27 vehicles
each, and he got what he ordered.

After the Mexican expedition, the ASmy
inventory included 2400 truck$n 1917, Gen. Per-
shing estimated that 50,000 would be needed. It wa
claimed thaf2 9 4 ma n u fvereproduding r s C
various styles of vehicles for military and domestic
use? including the US Motor Truck Company of
Covington.

Its origins dating back to Civil War years, the
Stewart Iron Works Company of Covington in 1903
had organized three separate companies: the Iron
Fence Company and the Jail Works Company, both
operating in Covington, and the Structural Iron &
Bridge Company in Cincinnati, employing altogether
about 600 men. Soon the three companies were

merged with fdAcapitalfza

Above: Truck advertisement

As early as 1912, Stewart Iron Works started Courtesy www.nkyvi ews.cor

another division, the US Motor Truck Co. Incorpo-
rated on June 29, 1914,
semble and repair motor trucks and automobiles, to
manufacture all parts and accessories, to buy and st *
trucks and automobil es.

.?n the cqver: for
| W

iFi htin Ci v
a5y Lo, B i @ Ed pwE £rvd a

Progressivism and WWI

AProgressivismo depict
R.C. Stewart, president of Stewart Iron history froml870 to 1920.
Works, held most of the shares totaling $300,000.  was seen most glaringly in the immensely excessive
Amendments to the truck corporation papers on Au- frivolities and moral corruption of the very rich.
gust 14, 1916 allowed capitalization to $1,000,000 \ith evangelistitke persuasion and coercive legisla-

and on October 1918, fatjon, Progressivismds &Lt
nesso of $1,000,000. A al American middle clasteamlike, socially responsf © |
the military:° ble, disciplined and physically healthy and permeated
with stable families. It would eliminate youthful al-
Liberty Cherry & Fruit Co. in WWI. ienation, poverty, slums, urban corruption, alcohol-

ism and irresponsible capitalism.
In 1917, the Liberty Cherry & Fruit Co. was

operating at its new location, the southeast corner o Economic reforms before WWI included anti-
Second and Madison, Covington. President Morris tryst legislation passed in 1890 and 1914, and the
Bettman made the plant available to the governmen’ 16th Amendment ratified in 1913 authorizing the

for war emergency vegetable and fruit processing as Federal income tax. Progressives worried that moral
the fAlargest canne¥y i n reforms already achieved could be lost in a war, but
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their opponents predicted correctly that the Wilson
administration would impose more controls and dis-
cipline.

Iln 1917, the US had
in the worl d, iol dndahalfap
of ammunition. o The de
mammoth buildup: enlisting, rapidly training, arm-
ing, motorizing and transporting thousands and tho(
sands of troops along with supplies and civilian sup
port across the Atl ant.i
troops. O

Agricultural and industrial output would = A
need to supply tmeagemili b &b |
economies of the Allies eat a( ’.e eau

cracies had to be coordinated: to negotiate procure- o th

ments with businessmen; to set prices for procure-
ments by allies; to oversee shipping schedules; to h

dle the construction of ships in adequate numbers;
and to run the nationalized railroads.
AProhibitiond became 4dBpatabkackctd’® Nt iPGnt e4sPUth

AVoluntaryo Selectiyv
enlisted millions of men. Campaigns in all corners ¢
America sold Liberty Bonds to fund the War. The
Revenue Act of 1917 imposed a higher tax rate on
wealthy individuals and excess profits tax on corpor
tions.

many German brewers and others, and distillers, were Courtesy www. WVl propoganda
consuming fiprecious grains.o Congress i mposed a
temporary ban on brewing in the summerof1917. i n, 6 Li berty Bonds. A me

After ratified by the states, the 18th Amendment pro-District Committee on National Defense was held in
hibiting the outright sale of alcoholic beverages in thdune 1917 at the Industrial Club in Covington. Par-
US would take effect in January 1920. ticipants passed a resolution, unanimously adopted,
urging the churches of all denominations in the Sixth
During the war, the Wilson administration District to hold patrioti
did protect women in the workplace and, after a was also resolved that all the banks in the Sixth Dis-
court decision nullified a statute restricting it, did trict Abe requested to pu
impose a special tax on factories using childtdbor. | ot t ed t o their respectiyv

Liberty Bonds The Andrews Steel Co. and the Newport Roll-
ing Mill Co. subscribed for $50,000 worth of Liberty
After Congressional authorization, the Wil- Bonds whi ch would be fAsol
son administrationés CommattemenonpPabl oc Anf ohe
mation coordinated a militant campaign aimed at  ing, $20,000 was raised, $5000 over its original pledge
getting every citizen tawpuhl $6090suippertanandi pi
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Sol diers awaiting orders outside the YMCA in Ft
Courtesy www.nkyviews. com

The government was just as interested in scription law. Of 5,458 men registered in Covington,
small purchases by many individuals, as suchacts i2785 white men cl ai med e
would also confirm their patriotism and supportfor and 258 *negr oes. 0
the War. Covington and Kenton County, Newport

and Campbell County soon ﬁeOQ@eehQ'Heer’lCl?'(;a!”eﬁ-énlgrﬂoﬁuq'in

up huge subscription Ii Soqrtgd |n8|uct|ons of soldiers at Ft. Thomas. The Sec-
ond and Third Regiments of the Kentucky National

Because banks in eastern Kentucky were stiIIGuard’ with a 28p | fe ce band an d na
behind in their quotas, the deadline was extended. company 0 seven meno  wer

nAl I | at e subscriptionstcocpul"f‘&dbr{‘efwogro\&éréeod taowtegi
er al Reserve Bank in Clér\{aé]l'é)nd, C@hi.(?.cé)n'fjhéfeleéﬁjtc
County quota of $700,000 had been exceeded by E aly n HOV: ngt '(I)'E nat an
$150, 000 and were stillrpjdai Ié_oi(;r’lvrggtgg{ovlvji thhoﬁlv?orj<§ér:](r;fﬂdc

idity. ¢ B S ot | t | i t i
rapi ity. o oy co s paradglseachd%yr >9| i

Military Inductions . . . .
y The new lists of men registered in Covington

Mayor John J. Craig iwerecompiled fortthe @xerfipfion Bodrdsi The iist8 a |
cardso from the War De p averé rosted to Frarkfbriandwien on tb Washingfoh n
ish the registration in Covington under the army con-so that drafting of the men would not be delaed.
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Washington officials announced that the Ken- with J.T. Hatfield resulting in Hatfield ordering that a
tucky National Guard was mobilized for the US Expe barge of coal be unloaded at the Covington pumping
ditionary Army, as the Kentucky Brigade stationedast at i on ri ght away. Af t e
Hattiesburg, Mississippi, along with units from Indi- would be increased from $1.89 to $5 a*on.
ana. Some Northern Kentucky men enlisted into the

regular army or Reserves in Cincinfati. In late January 1918, Chase asked Wiley B.
Bryan to accept his resignation, claiming that he was
Fuel too busy as president of the Eagle Cordage Mills

. (northwest corner 16th and Russell streets) and that
In 1914, the British had 827 motor cars and it was a waste of his time not being able to solve the
15 motorcycles; by 1918, 56,000 trucks, 23,000 mo- I sh 5 Th : ho K kv P
torcars and 34,000 motorcycles and motor bicycles coal shortage. The same issue ohe _entuc y Post
' " reported that a soldier in South Carolina telegraphed

The US delivered anoth(_er 50,000 vehicles. Qll, of the Mayor of Newport that his mother, age 85, had
course, also fueled relatively new tank and airplane . S
no coal. The Mayor visited the woman confirming

warfaré® The chains of command from the Wilson ;
- . . . that her house was cold, blaming the coal shortage.
administration reached officials at state capitals who :
: . A barber in Boone County
oversaw their countiés.Coal and other fuel needed . ; .
. : tion of the National Fuel Administrators order for
to be conserved and apportioned. Started in Augusit R
. : fueH ess Mondays. o0 The bar
1917, the Fuel Administration would keep up the R
Monday, Jan. 21.0 Bond_. v

supply of ncoal and oth he was bound over to the federal grand jury. Govern-

sonindaw of the late wealthy banker Jonathan : 2
) . ment agents were looking for violations elsevihere.
Hearne, resided in the 0

500 Garrard Street. President of the Eagle Cordage
Co., he was appointed the Kenton County Fuel Ad-

ministrator?? With feeding the Expeditionary Force overseas a
priority, and with concerns about food shortages at
Messages are stunted but telegrams were ex ), e the Industrial Club of Covington had by July
ch.a.nged. betweep Wlley B. Bryan, Federal Fuel Ad- 1917, fmore than 30 acres
ministration, Louisville, and Charles C. Chase: Janu- planted and marked off for the people in the neigh-
ary 18, 1918, from Brya p,ndstotake care of for their own berféfit. ' € S
may operate all weekday gugeadministrator Fred M. Sackett in January 1918 "

Bryan to Chase: AOn ord .46 Frank Gofton Kenton County food administfa! 2
tion, you are authorized to permit Liberty Cherry & tor.28

Fruit Co. to resume operation of their unfilled orders
in work [sic] for carloads of apple butter for Expedi-
tionary Depot Quarter ma
from Bryan to Chase (at Ingalls Building, Cincinnati).
AYour wire regarding Vi
ers in Visalia ordinarily purchase coal, this infor-
mation received wil|l be

Food Saving

With the reports of Spanish Influenza in Kenton
County at a peak in October 1918, Gofton warned 8
grocers and bakers not to let bakery goods out in the
open uncovered. He had heard that customers were d
allowed to handle bakery goods before puréhase. .
After the Armistice, Herbert Hoover of the National - ©
January 25, 1918, Chase pyogadministration sent appreciative letters of conf V

message. Thirteen cars consigned to Hatfield Coal \,endation to Frank Gofton and to his peers in other
Company were confiscated by Cincinnati Authorities o nties and states for their wétk.

Authorize me to take like amount from the L&N
23 A
yards® here.o A Food Administration Report for 1918
A coal shortage shut down the Newport watel After the Armistice, while closing the offices

works plant so that Covington was supplying water t of the Kenton County Food Administration in City
Newport from its own reservoir. Mayor Craig met  Hall, Frank Gofton in January 1919 recalled the



Two posters by the US Food Administration. On the | eft:
Courtesy www. WWI propoganda. com

Aresults of food admi ni sWhensugar became $cérae and availabderonlytinhsmall
1918 and thanked his six member advisory board. quantities, persons at Latonia, Erlanger, Ludlow,
Walton, Morning View, Demossville, and West Cov-

On February 18, 1918 Homer J. Northcutt i ngton were appointed as
was made chairman Aof t hle pwari egarod e nfso, @ veeir dceodneb ¢
five member committee. Workers laid out, plowed during the canning season, Charles S. Furber orga-
and planted A7140 war g aa theomeCanningReaanstratibnoCorps op r o
ing an estimated value of $52, 871.70 inproduce. ni ne f emal es fiwho day af't
The county organization helped coordinate &8sk, on demonstrations on how to can fruit with less sugar
meatless and whdass days, and produce more fresh than usual or no sugar at all, or how to make it possi-
eggs as a substitute for meats. The food administra-b | e t o sweeten it | ater. ¢
tion helped save tons of sugar and bushels of wheats pr eadi ng t he message splL
ito help the boys win t hatenoivthergocds bakdashpablic eating aceskndn at e
grain thrashing to make it more efficientandgave t he househol d consumer . 0
bakers and women much information on how to use

substitutes. During 1918, the administration reviewed
300 complaints of misconduct generally seen as mis-
In March, Mrs. John C. Hermann was ap- information or lack thereof. But 49 were tried before

pointed chairman of t he the boddoad svithffieegeprimandsy seven recaited o



