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Rich Family Tree 

Thomas and Stephen Rich left their 
Quaker family in Pennsylvania and 
traveled the rivers and creeks to settle in 
Boone Coune. ms story primarily 
traces tbe descendants of Stephen Rich 
\vhoeventually settled in Kenton Counp. 
It reveals the rich heritage of the Rich 
family in Nonhem Kentuch~.] 

Thomas settled near Big Bone 
where some descendants have remained. 
Other-ts frwn the family of 
Thomas' gradson, Charles C w l m  Rich 
(1- 1 5 ) .  =ttled in Indiana, Illinois. 
Missouri. and Io\va. Furthermm, this 
family converted to the Mormon religion 
and larapornoted their religion in 
California. Utah. and in Idaho where 
Charles is buried' 

Stephen Rich, born in 1757, had 
married Jane Blackburn in Cecil County, 
Maq-laad T a .  records show that they 
paid taw in Campbell County on 
pmpeq located in present-day Kenton 
County. Later their estate of 450 acres 
\\asdivided equally among nine children. 
five of them sons: Samuel, Xlfred. 
Stephen. Jr., Joseph, and John.' 

Only the youngest of their live 
bol-s. J&. nas born in Kentuchy in 
1797. \v hen Stephen \vas 4.0 years of age. 
John married Susan Ross. Rich and had 
eight children. The\- lived "approsi- 
mately at the corner d Sleepy Hdlo\\. 
and Old State Road." John and Susan's 
oldest son. Smuel R. Rich (1818- 1895). 
\vas a fanner located at present-day Ft. 
klitchell. Hisddest daughter, Sarah. 
manied John h t h e r s .  tvho was t\vice 
elected to hvo-year terms as Kcnton 
County Sheriff? 

Stephen and Jane Blackburn 
Rich's second youngest son, Joseph (born 
1789 or 1791 in Pennsylvania) mamcd 
three times. His f is t  \\ire, Sally Kyle. 
\\.as, i t  \\-as said . a sister of Jacob Kyle 
(Kyle's Lane). In the early Campbell 
County oourthorsc rccoxds, Joseph \vas 
named along with his brother. Allen, as 
\\ell as Alfrcd Siu~ford. William Mcw>rc 
and Jojeph Kennedy. They were ordercd 
to mark a nxd "fnm said C m d ' s  Fcm 
to intersection cd the Ga>rgeto\vn Road 

Denotes Rich Heritage in Kenton County Area 
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by Joseph Kennedy's...."' Streets in Covington. Allen's oldest of 
Joseph Rich had six children. nine, Ira, had a son. Ben, who earned a 

For many years his youngest, Joseph reputation for his furnitwe and moving 
Willis Rich (1841-191 1)suppliedstone and storage business.and foreffective 
and was a contractor located in present- placement of advertising slogans. Bert 
day Park Hills on the Lesington Pike. and his second wife, Ann Dressman, had 
Known as "Stonequamy Joe." he \\-as three children, Vivian, Nona, and Ben, Jr. 
credited by one source with building the Allen also had, it appears, a twin M e r .  
"first mile" of the "old LesingmTum- Joseph B. Rich ( 1821  1881). who \\.as a 
pike," (now Disie Highway) and other farmer. and whose widow is listed as 
streets. According to the 1895c i~-  located on Old State R d  in the 1883 
directory, he also once was "Secretary" Counp Atlas. 
(owner?) of the Covin,@on Sand and The oldest or first son of Stephen 
Stone Company, 1205 Madison. Joseph and Jane Rich \vas Samuel (born 1777 in 
WI llis married Virginia Amdd, daughter Pennsylvania). Samuel located "on 
d Moses and Sarah Owens. They had Gmsy Creek" which flows more or less 
hvelve childmn, six of whom died in behveen Kenton and Pendleton Counties 
infancy. One daughter, Florence E. Rich, (Rich genealogy). -Samuel married Sarah 
did not man)'. She gathered data for the Rittenhouse. and they had devenchil- 
Rich family tree. One of Joseph Willis d~en' 
Rich's ,pndsms \\.as Wallace Stewart When Samuel passed away 
Rich who wvas a Vice-President of the (.possiMyin 1843) his 1469ac~swvm 
Stc\vart Iron Works. Covington. divided among his wife and Alfred 

The third yomyst  son of Joseph, Stephen, Samuel. Jr., Blucher, 
Stephenand Jane Blackbum Rich. Margaret, Caroline. Susan, Haniet, and 
Stephen, Jr.. bt>m 1787 in Pennsylv;mia, Flora (Xnolher daughter. Jane, may h e  
married Nancy Drucker. The)- had eleven been d d ) .  Upon Sanh's death her 
childfin. Their children included Jane proper% \vas divided among Harriet 
~vhomanicd Dr. Piner, Elizabeth who Williams andThcwnas Williams ( son and 
married Robcn 54ann. and Joseph daughter both manied spouses named 
("Brickhouse Joe") \vho manied Missomi Williams), and Blucher, \vhorecei\.ed the 
Bcll Ell io~ Stephen Jr., \\-a. buried at major p,rtic>n t i '  over 200 acres including 
Piner i n southern K c n m  Co~mt\-.~ the "ho~mestcad" houseon "Falmouth 

Ed! Campbell County Court- Rcd.'" 
house ficords shonv that "Stephen Rich" In an inten-ie.w \\'i th Waurega 
(Senior cx Junior :') \vas omkred to) help McNay Rich. .Ms. Rich believed that 
lay out new rrwd scclions. Thesc orders Rich Red \\.as "built" in the 1860s by the 
rcferrcd to one point \\.here Gnssy Creek sons of Samuel Rich, Jr. (1818- 1892). 
inter?;cctd\vitha~~.mda(~~ther,Iheruad gnndsons to Samuel and Sarah 
tc)Falmourh.as "StephcnRich'slanc6 Rittenhouse Rich. Rich Road lays on a - 

The fourth youngest (and second ridge which divides Cruise's Creek from 
oldest) son d Stephen and Jane Little Cruise's Creek west of \\.here they 
BlackburnRich.Alfd("iZ1lcn") Rich join lo flo\v, like Gmsy Creek tothe 
(hxn 1787 in Pennsylvania), manid south, into the Licking River. Rich Road 
Nwcy Helm. and they had thrce children aka provides a more direct route between 
Their oldest son, Allen, born 1825. Ihecieof PinerandthecityofMorning 
married Louisa A. Hallem, and they hitd View, and the nlad appears to bisect land 
ninc children. Thcir lifth child. Gmqc. all ofivhich \vas once owned by a Rich.9 
born 1854. a p p m  to have bccn lclctllcd Moxt of the dentists. physicians, 
on Sleepy Hollo~v R c ~ d  (m Ft. Rich) in attorneys (and maybe polilicians) from the 
the I t%3 County Atlas. He oncc also had Rich famil>- \vcrc descenJed f m  Samuel 
a gnrcn. ste~rv at Bwklick and Robbins Jr., nickn;lmd "Devil Sam." and from his 







tvife, M a q  Stowas, adesoemlent of a 
"sisterof Daniel Boone.I0 

One of Devil Sam's sons, John 
Stephen Rich (185'7-1939). had eight 
children. Two of them \\.ere dentists: Dr. 
.Albert Rich, frwn Pinerpcticed in 
Cot ington in he Coppin Building, 
Erlanger, sod other locations, but who 
sectled in Williamstown," and Dr. 
Stephen Rich, pacticed in an oflice at 
1037 o mad is on Street, Covington. 

Anotherof John Stephen's sons, 
Blwher, bed Susan Elliot. They had 
seven children, mod whom were also 
dentists: Dr. Charles A. Rich (office at 
Pike and Madison), and Alfred, an oral 
surgeon, louted in the Doctor's Building 
on East Seventh Street, Covington. 
A I f d s  son, Dr. James R Rich (born 
1927) physician, who was recently 
practicing in theTaylor Mill area. l2 

Devil Sam and Sto\\fers' 
son Joseph Rich (1847- 11966, manied 
Helen Lambert, daughterof John Lam- 
beh (He w a s  born in 1812 in Ireland and 
\ilasa"charlermember" of First Baptist in 
Covington. He then moved out to the 
country and helped "organize" Oak bland 
Baptist Church now relocared to Moffen 
Road.) Ho\vever. Joseph Rich moved to 
Covingtnn, becune a policeman, and 
became superintendent d the Ludlc~v 
Lagooon Amusement Park 

One of Joseph's and Helen's sons 
\\as Dr. Samuel P. Rich. A daughter, Flora, 
beumeaschdteacher,and maniedThe 
Reverend John L Maddos. Another son, 
Robeh L Rich, became a lireman for 
Cincinnati, New Orleans, and Pacific 
Railmad (also Lnotvn as the Cincinnati 
Southem), and alsoa m i l d  engineer's 
UnionotT~cial. 

Joseph and Helen's oldest child, 
John Lambert Rich (died 1930). became a 
p~ospemus attomej and was a Mastcr 
Commissioner for sis yeas. " He did 
commercial work in various locations, 
including C i n c i d  for the prominent 
coqmate law office of Maurice Galvin 
which did much \vc>rk on both sides or the 
river. " Joseph h b e r t  married Bcrtha 
"Ailchenson." Thcir thrccchildren. 
Maxjwic, Mumy. and Ralph, grew up at 
41 2 Garrard SUwl Covington, thc rear 

ppert). line of which is on the \vest bank 
of the Licking River. The house is still 
h. 

Marjorie Rich became a teacher and 
once send as Dean of Girls at Hdmes 
High School. Dr. Murray L. Rich saw 
senice in World War II, and became a 
Covington physician for some 30 years in 
the Doctors building, 33 East Seventh 
Streets.15 

Ralph, the youngest child, born in 
1938-39, was a partner in the law firm 
Md3m-y. Rich, and Goodenough. In 
1954 his firm wvas Md;arr?i, Rich and 
Bryson. He served for years also in thc 
Covington City Solicitor's Office. He  as 
also appointed City Manager in 1958 
(interim), 196062 and 1%4-66.16 
Behveen his No full tern as Cily 
M q o e r ,  he wvas retained because of his 
legal esperience to "prepare plans for 
acquiring land" for the new1 Internal 
Revenue Sewicecenter. This wvas 
arran~ed through conpssman Brent 
Spence's office. It opened in the early 
1%0's17 

At the time of his death in 1977. 
only Ralph's wife, Nancy Druckcr Rich, 
and brother. Dr. Munay Rich. \=re listed 
as sun-ivors. His wife died in 1979. 
According to acousin. Ralph txasionally 
visi tcd his relatives on Rich Road." 

So it can be noted that hlarjorie. 
hlurra~,  and Ralph were not descended 
from John, the \-oungest son of Stephen 
and Jane Blackbum Rich who had in the 
old days located in the immediate vicinity 
of Covington. pmsent-day Sleepy Hollo\v 
Road. Instead Marjorie, Murrayand 
Ralph were descended f m  Samuel Rich, 
the first son of Stephen and Jane 
Blackbum Rich, who had settledat the 
southern end of the county north of 
Grassy Creek Nevertheless, in the 
miuption of m-grandson,  Joseph Rich, 
(1847- 1926) to the city of Covington, 
success \vas found by many of the Rich 
children, as sell as thcxe in the southern 
pan of Kenton County. 

It should be noted that several 
persons named Rich also livcd in Cincin- 
nati before the Civil War. Thcn in 1873 
Thomas B. Rich, a conductor for the 
Pacific Coast and St. h i s  Railmad, livcd 
in thc Qucen City. In the late IWWs, 

Thomas B. was still there, and David W. 
Rich had begun a long career as a Post 
Office employee. Yeadater in 1918, Carl 
W. Rich spas listedasadepot passenger 
agent for the C inc im. ,  Cdumbus, and 
Cleveland Railroad But Carl W. Rich 
e\.entuall! became an attorney, politician 
and public official ( such as ci~.solicitor. 
Judge, Congressman) and in behveen 
s e n d  as M a y  of Cincinnati for "three 
non-successive tenns" in the late 1940s 
and earl:! 1950s. However, local records 
do not indicatc that the Carl Rich family 
was related to the prominent Rich families 
of Kenton County K e n t u c l i ~ . ~ ~  

This is a slightly revised version of an 
article which appeared in fhe KCHS 
Bulletin in Ocfober 1993. 
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