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ANNOUNCEMENT : E1)UCATIONAI. PROGRAM r 
On Wednesday e v e n i n g ,  J a n u a r y  2 2 ,  7:nn PM, a t  t h e  
Kenton Cor~n ty  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  Covington,  
D r .  P a u l  Knevper w i l l  l e c t u r e  on . . . .  
THE KENTUCKY PENTTENTIARY BUILDTNG I N  FRANKFORT 
(BUILT 1798-1800) AND KENTUCKY STATE PRISON HISTORY. 

Not o n l y  was t h e  Kentr~cky s t a t e  p e n i t e n t i a r y  one of 
t h e  f i r s t  p r i s o n s  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ;  Kentucky a l s o  
f a s h i o n e d  what were t h e n  c o n s i d e r e d  p i o n e e r i n g  
methods i n  i t s  c o r r e c t i o n s  programs. D r .  Knepper 
w i l l  a l s o  d e t a i l  a s p e c t s  of  t h e  F r a n k f o r t  p r i s o n  which 
l a s t e d  u n t i l s e v e r e l y d a m a g e d  by t h e  1937 f l o o d .  
C o r r e c t i o n s  s t r a t e g i e s  o l d  and new w i l l  be  d i s c t ~ s s e d .  
D r .  Kneyper is c o o r d i n a t o r  of t h e  J t ~ s t i c e  S t u d i e s  
program a t  Nor the rn  Kentucky U n i v e r s i t y .  

THIS PROGRAM WILL RE FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 

Wednesday even ing  
J a n u a r y  22nd 
7:00 PM 
Kenton County P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  
F i f t h  and S c o t t  s t r e e t s  
Covington 

There  w i l l  be  a  v e r y  b r i e f  b u s i n e s s  s e s s i o n  f o r  t h e  
g e n e r a l  membership b e f o r e  t h e  program. 



AUNT NELLIE'S FARM K I T C I I E N S - 2 2 7  WEST SOUTljERN 
Covirlg ton, Kc11 tycky 

Many people would remember it as the Liberty 
Clierry and Fruit Company, wliich appeared first 
in the 1916 Covington directory (northwest 
block of Eighteenth and Madison, near the 
Stewart Iron Works). Before Morris Bettman 
started tiberty Cherry in 1914, the Bettman- 
Jollnson Distillery on Sycamore street was 
engaged in similar production (1910 Cincinnati I 

directory). In 1917 Bettman offered his 
plant at its new location (Second and Madison, 
southeast corner) to the government for war 
emergency (vegetable processing) as the largest , 
cannery in Northern Kentucky. A couple years 
after the 1937 flood, Liberty Cherry relocated I 
away from the perilous Ohio river to the former 
Yates-Lahner lumber yard (at the railroad tracks 
in Latonia), 227 West Southern avenue. S 
In 1918 Edgar Bettman was President and Treasurer 
Henrietta Reedy, Secretary. In 1943 Arthur 5 
Bettman was President; Tliomas Bell, Vice- 
president; Henrietta Reedy, Secretary. In 
1961 Re9trice Foods purchased Liberty Cherry, 
followed in the 1980's by American Brands, 
and then Aunt Nellie's Kitchens. Yet, according 
to plant manager, Frederick Good, tile Liberty 
emblem is still used; and both the Aunt' Nellfe'e 
and Thriftway or IGA label, for instance, 
may come from the same production line. 
Now,only Gray and Co. in Oregon is a larger 
producer than Aunt Nellie's. 

The Covington plant processes and packages 
glace fruit (for fruitcake) and maraschino 1 
cherries (for retail and industrial uses), 
and also mince meat product. Cherries come 
From Oregon or northern Michigan, are machine 
pitted at Traverse City, Michigan, and are 
processed and packaged in Covington. Pineapples 
imported from Mexico, rather than the moce 
delicate llawaiian variety, better withstand 
processing. citron, a typc of tree melon, 
cornps from Plt~rlo Rico. nettman's original 
crew hand p i  t,ted clicrries; now things are 
mrclianiz~d, batclics art- larger, and the operation 
multiplied, even wit,I~orik t11e cherry pitting. 



There is no chemical formula, only a wFeel." 
Cherries are 25% impregnated with syrup which 
also forces water out (it takes more than 
a day), then packaged and sealed to avoid 
contamination. Glossy fruit is 75% impregnated 
(corn syrup has replaced sugar in processing) 

I 
but can be packaged dry (tamper proof) because 
the syrup is a preservative. Syrup is constantl) 
recycled after purification. nesides first 
processing waste under the floor (of its 
newer, spacious, temperature controlled redwood 
warehouse), the company pays the Kenton County 
sewage district a surcharge. On the other 

I hand, Harry Welte (retired) could recall when 
r a w  waste was dumped into the Ohio River. 

I The plant manager observed that despite great 
', concern maraschino cherries present no greater 
d danger than jello from food coloring. In 

K t ' \ \  
the future the company will have to invest 

2 in larger labeling in order to carry required 
nutritional information (the company now 
makes no claims). 

The average factory worker service in 1991 
was 18 years, office worker 23, with a total 
of 70 production and office personnel. Beatrice 
Foods brought in the teamsters union which has 
worked Out quite well, according to Good. 
Marketing is now handled by the parent oompany 
office. Over-the-road trucking is preferred 
to bureaucratic railroad dispatching. According 
to Welte,in the old days materials and products 

I 
were trucked b~tween the railroad depot at 
Pike and Washington and Second and Madison. 

A final note: The former plant as Second and 
Madison may soon be demolished in order to 
further modernize Covington's new Rivercenter 
area. It was last occupied by Premier Indus- 
tries. Old maps suggest that the main building 
was originally constructed for the Argonaut 
Cotton Mill which the Covington street direc- 
tories listed at this site from 1892 to 1914. 
(John Roh) 



J A M E S  C .  WARE , 

Nor thern  Ken t r ~ c k y  n t  t o r n e y  nntl former  S t a t e  S e n a t o r  
James C .  Ware, we s a d l y  n o t e ,  passed  nwny on November 6 ,  
1991.  

In  r e c e n t  y e a r s  Mr. Ware was l e g a l  a g e n t  f o r  t h e  
Kenton County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  a n o n - p r o f i t  
c o r p o r a t i o n .  I n  1980-81 he  s e r v e d  a s  P r e s i d e n t  of  
t h e  Kentucky H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  i n  F r a n k f o r t .  
L a t e l y  he  spoke i n  f a v o r  of  t h e  proposed new Kentucky 
H i s t o r y  Cen te r  ( t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  t h i s  s e s s i o n  by t h e  
Genera l  Assembly),  which would be  a major  c o l l e c t i o n ,  
r e s e a r c h ,  e x h i b i t ,  and p r e s e r v a t i o n  c e n t e r  i n  t h e  
s t a t e  c a p i t a l .  

James Ware's f a t h e r ,  t h e  l a t e  O r i e  Ware, ach ieved  
g r e a t  prominence i n  Nor the rn  Kentucky b u s i n e s s  and 
p o l i t i c s  i n c l u d i n g  p o s i t i o n s  of  l e a d e r s h i p  a s  
Kenton County C i r c u i t  Cour t  Judge ,  and U .  S. 
Congressman. 

9 
While a S t a t e  S e n a t o r  from Nor the rn  Kentucky,James 
C. Ware was chosen P r e s i d e n t  P ro  Tem i n  t h e  S e n a t e ,  
and due t o  t h i s  o f f i c e  assumed t h e  r o l e  of  Ac t ing  
Governor of t h e  S t a t e  on a  number of o c c a s i o n s .  

Flay he r e s t  i n  peace .  i 
A REQUEST 
Our S e c r e t a r y  and Programs Chairman, Andrew L u t e s ,  h a s  
found i t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e s i g n .  We a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  
someone e s p e c i a l l y  t o  h e l p  w l t h  progrnm a r rangements .  

THE KENTON COUNTY HISTORTCAT, SOCIETY 
Membership i s  $5.00 p e r  p e r s o n .  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  is open 
t o  anyone i n t e r e s t e d  I n  s t a t e  and l o c a l  h i s t o r y .  i 
T h l s  s o c i e t y  was o r i g i n a l l y  o r g a n i z e d  th rough  t h e  I 

e f f o r t s  of t h e  Kenton Corlnty Prrhl i c  L i b r a r y  arid many 
o t h e r  grorrps and i n d i v i d u a l  s .  Yo~l r  s l ippor t  and i 
p n r t j c i p n t  ion i s  g r e a t 1  y  n p p r r c i n t e d .  
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